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Lesson Plan 14

Finding Information about Jobs in Canada Using the  
Job Futures Website 

CLB Level(s): 4-5
CLB Skill(s): Reading, Writing
Essential Skill(s): Reading Text, Document Use, Numeracy, Computer Use

Objective(s) Audience
n Learners will learn to interpret data from  

3 different formatting types: pie charts, tables,  
and bar graphs

n Learners will become aware of and learn to 
navigate the Job Futures website

n Learners who are considering their employment 
options in Canada

Grammar/Language Focus Time Required
1 ½ hours to make initial exploration and get 
familiar with terms and the organization of the site 
as well as any additional time spent following up and 
reporting on individual interests. 

Vocabulary Materials
n pie charts, tables, and bar graphs, average hourly 

earnings, outlook, and average unemployment, 
search, tab, average, outlook, prospects, earnings, 
self-employment

n Internet access for the website  
http://www.jobfutures.ca 

n Appendices 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.1, 2.2, Additional 
Activities

n Transparency of 1.1

Workplace Culture
n Information is often presented in graphic form or in a combination of formatted and unformatted text. 

n In North America, the internet is a widely used research tool. 

http://www.jobfutures.ca
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Learning Activities
Activity 1: Getting Information from Charts and Graphs

1. Distribute Appendix 1.1 and explain that this is a print out from the page of a website. 
Do an overview of Appendix 1.1 with the class. Be sure to cover the following in your 
overview:

	 n	 Job title
	 n	 Contents of the three major columns: Average Hourly Earnings, Outlook, and Average 

Unemployment
	 n	 Different formats for recording data: Pie chart, table, and bar graph
	 n	 Vocabulary 

2. Distribute Appendix 1.2 and review

3. Have learners complete the first table using the information in Appendix 1.1.

4. Check the answers as a group.

5. Distribute Appendix 1.3 and have learners choose any two other occupations to 
complete the last two tables in Appendix 1.2 individually.

6. Have learners exchange their tables with a partner and check each others answers.

Activity 2. Navigating the Job Futures Website

*Note – Use computers with Internet access or use the printout available (Appendix 2.1)

1. Have learners go to the Job Futures Website http://www.jobfutures.ca or distribute 
Appendix 2.1

2. Review the sections of the document and review the following website-related concepts:
	 n	 Tabs (more information is available when a tab is clicked)
	 n	 Font changing color when the cursor runs over it (there is a link)

3. Distribute 2.2 and check for comprehension.

4. Have learners navigate the website (or use Appendix 2.1) to complete the questions. 
Learners can work individually or in pairs.

5. Review the answers as a group.

*Note – Whether using computers or not, use the following questions to either help 
learners navigate the site and collect information or as a basis for discussion.

6. Ask the class what information they expect to find under each of the tabs (At Work, 
Education, Training and Experience…) and sub-headings. 

http://www.jobfutures.ca
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Learning Activities
7. If you click on “Important Facts”, you will see the following tabs:

Earnings Unemployment Full time/part 
time 

Self-employed Men/women Age

Discuss what you expect to find out under each one.

*Note- If learners wish to explore other occupations on this site, direct them to  
http://www.jobfutures.ca/en/interface-be.shtml and have them search for 
occupations by alphabet. To obtain additional information about any occupation,  
click on the NOC number (highlighted in red beside the occupation title).

Additional and/or Extended Learning Activities

Explore the Job Futures website to find information about jobs in Canada.

n Review comparisons using the Appendix for the Additional Activities to compare 
occupations.

n Have a guided debate using the resolution below:
“It is more helpful to accept a lower-paying job while studying English than to dedicate  
all your time to studying English in hopes of getting a higher-paying job.”

Reflective Evaluation

n Learners are able to interpret graphs and charts.
n Learners are able to navigate the Job Futures website.

Debriefing/Wrap-up

Discuss how the information on the Job Futures site is helpful (or not) when you are looking 
for a job. Discuss the value of determining sectors that hire more to increase the odds of 
getting a job. Eg. Applying for cleaning jobs in the health care sector.

http://www.jobfutures.ca/en/interface-be.shtml
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Skill Descriptors

Canadian Language Benchmarks Skill(s) Essential Skill(s) 
Reading

What the Person Can Do (Informational texts)

n Use standard reference texts: dictionary, maps 
and diagrams, graphs. (CLB 4)

n Demonstrate comprehension of standard maps, 
basic diagrams, basic graphs. (CLB 5)

Examples of Tasks and Texts (Informational texts)

n Compare information in two pie or bar graphs. 
(CLB 5)

Performance Indicators (Business/service texts)

n Identifies layout of forms; finds specific 
information. (CLB 4)

n Gets key information and specific details from 
verbal text and graphics or a simple graph.  
(CLB 4)

n Compares facts to make choices (CLB 4)

n Predicts, guesses meaning (CLB 4)

Reading Text 

n Reads more complex texts to locate a single piece 
of information or reads simpler texts to locate 
multiple pieces of information. (ES 2)

Writing 

Global Performance Descriptor

n Can effectively convey an idea, opinion, feeling or 
experience in a simple paragraph. (CLB 5)

Performance Indicators (Presenting Information)

n Uses adequate vocabulary for the topic. (CLB 4)

Performance Indicators (Reproducing information)

n Writes down messages or reduces written 
information to important points with accurate 
details. (CLB 5)

n Records names, addresses, numbers, dates, times, 
directions and other details with correct spelling 
and in legible handwriting or print. (CLB 5)

Document Use 

Complexity of the Document

n Document is simple. Multiple pieces of 
information (e.g. simple tables: small amount of 
information, no subparts. (ES 2)

Complexity of Finding Information

n Locating one or more pieces of information 
using one or two search criteria (e.g. using menu 
headings to find vegetarian choices. (ES 2)

n Low level inference is required. Information found 
or entered in the document/s is a synonymous 
match (i.e. obviously related) to the information 
required. (ES 2)

Numeracy 

Data Analysis Math

n Make simple comparisons such as identifying what 
is higher or lower, bigger or smaller. E.g. Gas 
utility maintenance workers determine locations 
of leaks by comparing variations in gas readings at 
different points. (ES 1)
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Skill Descriptors

Canadian Language Benchmarks Skill(s) Essential Skill(s) 
Computer Use 

n Tasks which require only a basic interaction with 
computer-controlled equipment. (ES 1)

n Computer use that is limited to a few basic 
commands with no knowledge of software 
required (ES 1)

The copyright holder gives permission for users of the document to make copies of selected pages for not-for-sale  
educational purposes within their organizations. Copying for other purposes without permission is prohibited.

Centre for Canadian Language Benchmarks 803 – 200 Elgin Street Ottawa, ON K2P 1L5 
Ph. (613) 230-7729 Fax: (613) 230-9305 info@language.ca
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Activity 1:  Getting Information from Charts and Graphs             Appendix 1.1 
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Name: ________________ 
Date: _________________ 

Activity 1:  Getting Information from Charts and Graphs             Appendix 1.2 
 

Occupation 1:  Cleaners 
 
Average Hourly Earnings National Average 

All Occupations 
  

 
Average Unemployment National unemployment  

all Occupations 
  

 
Outlook  

 
 
 

 

 
Occupation 2: _________________________________   
 
Average Hourly Earnings National Average 

All Occupations 
  

 
Average Unemployment National unemployment  

all Occupations 
  

 
Outlook  

 
 
 

 

 
Occupation 3: _________________________________   
 
Average Hourly Earnings National Average 

All Occupations 
  

 
Average Unemployment National unemployment  

all Occupations 
  

 
Outlook  
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Activity 1:  Getting Information from Charts and Graphs Appendix 1.3 
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Activity 1:  Getting Information from Charts and Graphs Appendix 1.3 
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Activity 1:  Getting Information from Charts and Graphs Appendix 1.3 
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Activity 1:  Getting Information from Charts and Graphs Appendix 1.3 
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Activity 2:  Navigating the Job Futures Website               Appendix 2.1 
 

Website Printout 
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Activity 2:  Navigating the Job Futures Website               Appendix 2.2 

 
Name: ___________________ 
Date: ___________________ 

 
Worksheet 

 
Respond to the following statements using the information available in 
the ‘At Work’ tab or Appendix 2.1. 
  
1. List five jobs cleaners do. 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

 

2. List the top three occupational areas where cleaners find work. 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

3. List one related occupation and describe what you think this job is. 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

4. In your words, explain how the information in the category 

‘Something to Think About’ could be useful to someone looking for 

work.  

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 
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Additional Activities: Comparing Cleaning to Other Jobs     
Name: _______________ 
Date: _______________ 

Exercise 1   
Circle the word that best completes the sentence. Refer to Appendix 1.1 
and 1.3 for the answers. 
 
Remember, we say: 
 

 
bigger than 

more interesting than 
as good as 
the same as 

 
 

1. Cleaners make (more, less) per hour than the average hourly earnings. 
 

2. The unemployment rate for cleaners is (higher than, lower than, the same 
as) other occupations in Canada. 

 
3. The outlook for cleaners is (poorer than, as good as, better than) the 

outlook for the other professions in Appendix 1.3. 
 

4. Unemployment rates for cleaners are (lower than, the same as, higher 
than) other occupations. 

 
 
Exercise 2.   
Choose two jobs that interest you.  Use your creativity and imagination to 
write a paragraph comparing the two jobs. 
 
JOB 1:______________________   JOB 2:______________________ 

 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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