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        Above (left to right): A Green Lake camper displays her artwork; a camper leads a story circle in St. George’s Hill 
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Executive Summary 

In 2012, with support from the Province of Saskatchewan (Ministry of Education) 
and in partnership with Prairie Valley School Division, Northern Lights School 
Division, Ile-A-La-Crosse School Division, Creighton School Division, Light of 
Christ School Division and Living Sky School Division, Frontier College supported 
Summer Literacy Camps in rural and remote Saskatchewan communities.  

The camps supported the literacy development of children with a curriculum of fun, 
culturally relevant learning activities and offered meaningful employment 
opportunities for local youth and adults. Feedback collected from campers, parents 
and staff affirmed, once again, the value of the camps in preventing summer learning 
loss and improving educational outcomes for students. 

The campers of Pinehouse Lake, 2012 
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HHiigghhlliigghhttss  22001122  
The primary goal of Frontier 
College’s Summer Literacy 
Camp program is to prevent 
summer learning loss and 
improve educational 
outcomes among children in 
high-needs communities. Research suggests that iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  ccoommbbaatt  ssuummmmeerr  
lleeaarrnniinngg  lloossss, younger readers should aim for 15 minutes of reading a day during the 
summer, while older students should read five or more books during summer 
vacation. At the 2012 Frontier College Summer Literacy Camps in Saskatchewan, 
ppaarrttiicciippaannttss  rreeaadd  ssiixx  ttiimmeess  tthhee  rreeqquuiirreedd  aammoouunntt in just three weeks of camp. 

In addition, a total of 1177,,225511  ffrreeee,,  hhiigghh--qquuaalliittyy  cchhiillddrreenn’’ss  bbooookkss (an aavveerraaggee  ooff  1188  
ppeerr  cchhiilldd) were sent home with campers to share with their siblings and families. 
These resources will continue to enrich the community year-round. 

In every respect, the 2012 Frontier College Summer Literacy Camps in Saskatchewan 
were the most successful to date. During July and August, we saw: 

 2255 ccaammppss held in 2233  ccoommmmuunniittiieess 

 Participation of 99663311  cchhiillddrreenn (an iinnccrreeaassee  ooff  2299%% over 2011)  

 Meaningful employment opportunities for 6600  llooccaall  yyoouutthh  aanndd  aadduullttss  

 Visits by 440066  ccoommmmuunniittyy  mmeemmbbeerrss  

 9933%% of campers felt that reading was more important after being at camp 

 9988%% of parents felt their children would return to school more prepared 

 9900%% of campers and 110000%% of parents said they wwoouulldd  ppaarrttiicciippaattee  iinn  ccaammpp  
aaggaaiinn if it were held again next year 

 

                                                           
1 The number of children who participated in camps in 2012 is actually higher, but attendance data is pending from 2 of 
25 camps at the time of this writing. 

Proud to be readers in Ile-a-la-Crosse 
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Background 

Summer Learning Loss 

“Summer learning loss” refers to a decline in student performance between the end of one school 
year and the beginning of the next. This loss is most prevalent among students whose lives outside 
of school do not include regular access to learning and literacy support.  

School provides a routine in children’s lives that allows them to learn, study and think. Because 
summer vacation interrupts this routine, it is important for families to encourage their children’s 
reading and learning over the summer. There are many reasons why this vital support is not always 
available in the home, including that parents may struggle with literacy themselves. This is why staff 
involved in the Frontier College Summer Literacy Camps focus on literacy, numeracy, writing and 
storytelling skills, as well as supporting traditional learning in the community; by making learning 
fun, camps empower children to learn and grow over the summer months so that they can return to 
school in September with the skills and enthusiasm to succeed. 

 

Frontier College and the Ministry of Education 

Frontier College is a national literacy organization founded in 1899. We believe literacy is a right. We 
work with volunteers and community partners to give people the skills and confidence they need to 
reach their potential and contribute to society. Our work with communities focuses on developing 
programming that: addresses the education gap between children in underserved communities and 
their peers in other communities; respects the community’s identity, diversity and aspirations; leads 
to tangible outcomes for children, youth and adults; and builds workforce skills to allow 
communities to participate in economic development opportunities. 

With support from the Ministry of Education, Frontier College has worked with six school divisions 
in Saskatchewan since 2010 to provide Summer Literacy Camps for children in high-needs 
communities. This partnership addresses two of the Ministry of Education’s top priorities: 

Improving Student Achievement: The Ministry of Education’s Curriculum Renewal Initiative is 
focused on making provincial curriculum more accessible, relevant and results-oriented. Since 
1899–when Frontier College first started working with labourers in their communities–our 
philosophy has been to make education as accessible as possible.  

First Nations and Métis Education: It is estimated that by 2016 45% of children entering 
Kindergarten will be of First Nations or Métis ancestry. The Saskatchewan Ministry of Education 
is committed to equity of benefit and opportunity for all students in the provincial Education 
System. Frontier College has been working with Aboriginal communities for over 40 years. 
Currently we work with 65 Aboriginal communities in Saskatchewan, Manitoba, British 
Columbia, Alberta, Ontario, Quebec and New Brunswick.  
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Program Objectives 

The objectives of Frontier College Summer Literacy 
Camps are to: 

 encourage a love of reading  
 prevent summer learning loss  
 build community partnerships 
 increase community capacity 

The love of reading, not just the ability to read, is 
more decisive in predicting school success than class, 
gender, level of poverty or other socio-economic 
factors. For this reason, camp staff members are 
trained to create a positive atmosphere at the camp for 
storytelling, reading and enjoying books.   

Studies suggest that in order to combat summer 
learning loss, younger readers should aim for 15 
minutes of reading a day during the summer, while 
older students should read five or more books during 
summer vacation. Frontier College Summer Literacy 
Camps include numerous individual and group 
reading activities, and also provide campers with free, 
high-quality books to take home so that they can build 
their own libraries. 

In order to build community partnerships and increase 
community capacity, Frontier College works closely 
with local school divisions to plan the Summer Literacy 
Camps and camp staff is hired from the local 
community. Strong partnerships ensure that camp 
programming is relevant to the community and hiring 
locally helps create a culture of reading that will extend 
beyond the period of camp. In addition, camps 
reinforce traditional learning in the community by 
inviting community members, parents and Elders to 
visit camp, lead activities and read to the campers. 

   

 

Creating our camp flag in Air Ronge  

Planting a word garden in Brabant Lake 
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Participating Communities 

In 2012, 25 Frontier College Summer Literacy Camps were held in 23 communities within Northern 
Lights, Prairie Valley, Light of Christ, Living Sky, Creighton and Ile-a-la-Crosse school divisions. In 
total, 963 children took part. 

 

 

School Division Community Number of Campers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Northern Lights  

Air Ronge 13 

Beauval 36 

Brabant Lake 14 

Buffalo Narrows 37 

Cole Bay 23 

Cumberland House 67 

Green Lake 39 

Jans Bay 16 

La Loche 86 

La Ronge 25 

Pinehouse 108 

Sandy Bay 90 

St. George’s Hill 35 

Stony Rapids 25 

Timber Bay (pending) 

Uranium City 17 

Weyakwin (pending) 

 
Prairie Valley  

Balcarres 31 

Fort Qu’Appelle 34 

 
 
Light of Christ & Living Sky  

Battleford  47 

North Battleford – Holy Family 53 

North Battleford – McKitrick 36 

North Battleford – St. Mary’s 42 

Creighton  Creighton 24 

Ile-a-la-Crosse  Ile-a-la-Crosse 65 
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Program Activities  

Frontier College Summer Literacy Camps offer local children a full program of activities Monday to 
Friday for a period of two to six weeks, depending on the site. Camp is open to everyone and is 
offered entirely free of charge.  

Frontier College’s student-centered approach focuses on learning that is relevant to the learner’s life. 
We strive to develop materials and approaches that reflect the experience and traditions of the 
people we work with. As such, Frontier College Summer Literacy Camps are as diverse as the 
communities they serve. Instead of a rigid, standard curriculum, camp staff is provided with a 
flexible framework and a variety of resources and materials which they can use to plan and organize 
day-to-day camp activities. Staff also works with Elders to design activities that support ongoing 
traditional and cultural learning happening in the community. 

The following principles ensure that daily activities support program objectives: 

• Activities must be fun and engaging 
• Activities must serve the needs and interests of the campers 
• Activities must incorporate elements of literacy and learning 
• The traditions and culture of the community must be woven into the curriculum 
• Each day must include active, outdoor activities and healthy snacks 

 

 

Seeing the world from Green Lake 

Looking for bugs in St. George’s Hill 
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Program Activities (cont’d)  

A Typical Day at Camp 

Morning Session 
 

9:30 – 9:45  Welcome Circle 
9:45 – 10:15  Literacy Activities 
10:15 – 10:30  Snack 
10:30 – 11:00  Outdoor Activities 
11:00 – 11:30  Arts & Crafts 
11:30 – 12:00  Silent Reading 

Creative Writing 
Afternoon Session 
 
12:00 – 1:00  Lunch 
1:00 – 1:15  Group Reading 
1:15 – 1:45  Community Visitors 
1:45 – 2:15  Outdoor Activities 
2:15 – 2:30  Snack 
2:30 – 2:50  Literacy Activities 
2:50 – 3:00  Camp Cheer 

Wrap Up 
 

2012 Camp Activities  

Activity category Average per 3-week camp 
 

 Books read (per child) 30 

 Traditional/Cultural 16 

 Literacy/Numeracy 45 

 Journaling & Writing  46 

 Outdoor/Physical 32 

 Arts & Crafts 22 

 Music & Drama 14 

 Community Visitors  15 
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Community Engagement 

An important aspect of the Frontier College Summer 
Literacy Camp experience and a major factor in camp 
success is community engagement. Countless studies 
have shown that parental or caregiver involvement is 
one of the most significant factors in determining a 
child’s academic success. For some families, the role of 
parents in a child’s education is minimal; this may 
happen for any number of reasons: time or financial 
restraints; limited knowledge; feelings of inadequacy; or negative experiences with the education 
system. In Aboriginal communities, the historical legacy of the residential school experience has 
done much to damage the abilitiy of generations of First Nations people to adequately nurture and 
support their own children’s and grandchildren’s formal education.   

 

In light of this, at Frontier College Summer Literacy Camps, 
emphasis is placed on incorporating cultural activities, involving 
community members and aligning literacy activities with ongoing 
traditional learning that is happening in the community. Camp 
staff reaches out to parents, caregivers, community figures and 
Elders in the community to invite them to play an active, informal 
role in the campers’ learning. Adult participation sends a strong, 
positive message about the value of learning and education to the 
campers while, at the same time, raising awareness and feelings of 
ownership of the camps throughout the entire community. Some 
of the ways in which community members get involved include: 
leading or demostrating activities, whether traditional in nature or 
otherwise; attending end-of-camp gatherings to celebrate 
campers’ successes and achievements; reading with their children; 
and/or encouraging their children to read at home. 

 

In the past three years, we have seen a steady increase in community involvement with Frontier 
College Summer Literacy Camps in Saskatchewan. In 2012, 406 parents, Elders and community 
members visited camps, whether to lead cultural activities, read to campers, or just check up on the 
kids and say hello.  

 

 

Jayreid and Lydia are read to by their mom 
in Sandy Bay 

Elder Franklin Carriere teaches animal calls in La Ronge 
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Clockwise from top left: Yoga break in Stony Rapids; using a smartboard in Pinehouse Lake; 
the London Olympics come to St. George’s Hill; writing in Ile-a-la-Crosse; books galore in 
Buffalo Narrows; codebreaking in La Ronge. 
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Results 

The 2012 Frontier College Summer Literacy Camps in Saskatchewan were successful in meeting the 
objectives of encouraging a love of reading, preventing summer learning loss and building stronger 
communities.  

 Encouraging a love of reading  

The simplest and most effective way to raise literacy levels is to introduce children to a love of 
books and reading. Children who are empowered to read and learn share their enthusiasm with 
others and influence siblings, other children and even parents to enjoy books, too. 

216 campers and 157 parents completed surveys. Evaluation of the 2012 camps in Saskatchewan 
shows: 

 93% of campers felt that reading was more important after being at camp 
 92% of parents said that because of camp, their child read more at home 
 91% of parents reported an improvement in their child’s attitude toward books and reading 

 
“Because when you get older, you can read to your kids.” 

– Savannah, age 7, on why it’s important to read 
 

 “Me, my sister, and cousin have a book club now.” 
             – LeKeisha, age 10, on why she reads more often since camp  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clockwise from top left: Battleford, Beauval, Creighton, Uranium City, Green Lake, La Ronge 
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Results (cont’d) 

 Preventing summer learning loss  

Research suggests that in order to combat summer learning loss, younger readers should aim for 15 
minutes of reading a day during the summer, while older students should read five or more books 
during summer vacation. At the 2012 Frontier College Summer Literacy Camps in Saskatchewan, 
participants read six times the required amount in just three weeks of camp. As well, 17,251 free, 
high-quality children’s books (an average of 18 per child) were sent home with campers to share 
with their siblings and families. These resources will continue to enrich the community year-round. 

Evaluation shows: 

 99% of parents felt camp helped their child maintain skills over the summer 
 98% of parents felt their children would return to school more prepared 
 78% of campers felt their reading skills improved as a result of camp  

 

 

 “It is well-known that over the summer children tend to regress on their literacy 
skills and show little interest in whatever is school-related. But the camp is a 

great way of keeping them focused in a fun, relaxed manner. They are eager to 
learn even in the summer when school is out.” 

- Parent in Fort Qu’Appelle 

 

 

“My oldest son hated reading. I basically forced him to read for homework assignments. It 
was always a battle to get him focused and engaged; he tended to give up when he couldn’t 
pronounce a few words. With the participation in these camps it has significantly increased 
his reading levels and boosted his confidence. Today he has done a complete 360, from 
being forced to read to wanting and enjoying reading. He proudly shares his passion with his 
younger brothers by reading their new books they bring home from camp.” 

- Lisa Ulriksen, Air Ronge. 
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Results (cont’d) 

 

 Increasing community capacity 

In addition to the positive outcomes for campers, the 2012 Frontier College Summer Literacy 
Camps in Saskatchewan provided employment opportunities for youth and adults from the local 
community and surrounding area. This year, Frontier College provided training for 60 local camp 
staff in Saskatchewan. 

Hiring locally for Summer Literacy Camps has several benefits: 

 Staff ensures that camp activities are appropriate and relevant to the local reality 
 Training received by staff stays in the community beyond the period of camp with a 

resulting increase in local community capacity to create ongoing literacy programming 

Most importantly, the camps were very popular with the communities.  

 90% of campers and 100% of parents said they would participate in camp again if it were 
held again next year.  

 When asked what we could change or improve, campers responded, “Make camp longer! 
Camp is fun!”  

As encouraging as these results are, it is important to recognize that these successes require ongoing 
sustained nurturing and long-term investment to ensure that extensive and enduring changes can 
take place, beginning with the children and youth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Word games in Battleford (L) and North Battleford (R) 
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Conclusion  

A good education is key to success in life, and reading is the foundation for all learning, so it is 
important that children develop strong reading skills. Being able to read well allows people to 
participate fully in society—as workers, as parents, as students and as citizens. Frontier College 
Summer Literacy camps emphasize the value of reading so that children choose to read on their 
own. Children who are empowered in this way have the tools to succeed in school and become 
lifelong learners.  

In 2012, Frontier College’s partnership with six Saskatchewan school divisions and support from the 
Ministry of Education continued to contribute to better educational outcomes for students. 
Attendance grew by 32% from 729 to 963 children, while the camps maintained the same 
high outcomes we saw in previous years.  

We look forward to continuing our work with the Ministry of Education to build a culture of literacy 
that will last into the future. 
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Contact Information 

Frontier College Western Regional Office   Frontier College Saskatoon 
3rd Floor, 255 Tache Avenue    1815 D Lorne Avenue 
Winnipeg, MB  R2H 1Z8    Saskatoon, SK   S7H 1Y5 
Toll Free Tel: 1-866-576-9936     Tel: (306) 374-7323 
Website: www.frontiercollege.ca  
Email: info@frontiercollege.ca  
 

  

http://www.frontiercollege.ca/
mailto:info@frontiercollege.ca
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Letters of Support*  

 

 

* These are just some of the almost two dozen support letters we received. 
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