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INTRODUCTION 
 

Every year, Independent Studies at Frontier College publishes a 
book of student writing. We’ve been doing this for 20 years. This 
year, we decided to publish the results of one of our class projects.  

We asked the students in our program, as part of a class 
assignment, to create collages with images and words that 
represent how Frontier College has impacted them. Students 
created colour collages which are digitally reproduced as black and 
white illustrations in this book. Students then used their collages to 
write short stories about the meaning of Frontier College and the 
learning they have done while here. Staff, tutors and volunteers 
assisted the students with their work. The stories are presented 
along with each student’s collage.  

We at Independent Studies are proud of the work our students do 
and the accomplishments they achieve. This book is a testament to 
their many successes in our program. Each of the stories and 
collages presented in this book represent how each individual 
student in our program is “getting there” – moving at their own 
pace towards their own unique learning goals.  

 

David Greig, Manager, Independent Studies, May 2003 
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ALAN – STORY 

 

What Frontier College means to me 
 

It’s like a second family. Frontier College makes me feel like 
belonging to a second family. I feel happy to be with friends.  
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ALAN – COLLAGE 
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ALASTAIR – STORY  

 

Frontier College and what it means to me 

For me it means understanding and friendship. A chance to reach 
out to others. Unfortunately one of the students passed away. Her 
name was Dani. Unfortunately she was disabled but that did not 
stop her from continuing on and coming to Frontier College. 
Frontier College is about people who come to read and write. 
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ALASTAIR – COLLAGE  

 

Note: Alastair did not make a collage or have a photo taken. 
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AMY – STORY  

 

What brought me to Frontier College 

Well I get ready in the morning always looking forward to coming to 
Frontier College. I feel really good about myself that I am learning 
how to become more independent.  

At Frontier College I have my own secret place that I come to 
Thursdays. It's a place where I am around my friends and my famous 
friends. We grow by learning how to love, and how magic brings us 
together and how we share our food. 

At Frontier College I have learned how to be included in so many 
ways. I like to work because it allows me to feel my knowledge and 
strength. And it makes me feel good. I like to feel connected to 
other people. I would like to learn more about my budget. I like to 
be trusted and to have many opportunities.  

I like speaking words of wisdom. I like to have answers to my 
questions. I would like for my voice to be heard because I feel the 
sound of my voice. I like to be heard so then I can speak my mind. 
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AMY – COLLAGE  
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ANDREAS – STORY  

 

What I like about Frontier College 

Frontier College is like my home! It takes the place of my Mom who 
I miss very much.  

I like learning to speak out and to interact with people, to express 
my feelings. I like making friends like David and Irene. I realize I 
have made some very good friends. I like to go with them to drink 
coffee and talk. Tim is the greatest. He helped me with my play. 
Cathy Berry makes me learn by my mistakes. Susan Macdonald helps 
me to understand myself.  

In my future I would like to read much better when I do my plays. I 
would also like to write scripts so I can put my own plays on stage 
and promote myself. Being at Frontier College helps me to learn to 
spread my wings. Learning to speak out, to interact with people, to 
express my feelings.  
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ANDREAS – COLLAGE  
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ANGELO – STORY  

 

What Frontier College means to me 

The community at Frontier College is fun. I get to meet other 
people my age and I get to talk to them. I have friends here and 
they care about each other. People here are always smiling and 
waving “hi”. It makes me feel welcome, happy and proud. We work 
as a class and help each other out. The tutors and teachers really 
believe our reading and writing can be improved. They really 
believe in us. I depend on them every Monday to be here.  
 

Frontier College cheers me on. The people here help me to 
overcome obstacles. The students come here to help themselves 
improve. Some of us come here to get a better education and to get 
a better job. Even if disabled people come here they get challenged 
to do something they want to do. The community should open more 
doors for disabled people to get better jobs and to get them back to 
work.  



GETTING THERE  — INDEPENDENT STUDIES, 2003 11 

ANGELO – COLLAGE  
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BOB – STORY  

 

What Frontier College gives to me 

When I came to Frontier College, I didn’t know anyone. I was sad. 
Now I know some people. It’s nice now. I like it here because I have 
made more friends. I know Matt and Cathy and Susan. I have 
changed my attitude coming down here. 

I like people teaching me different stuff like computers or the 
alphabet or reading or writing. We are doing a play right now. It is 
hard because I have trouble reading. Writing is still hard but I try 
my best. I have improved because I know lots of letters in the 
alphabet. 

Before I came to Frontier College, I went to the workshop. I didn’t 
like it there because the kids were bossing us around. They didn’t 
listen to me and I didn’t listen to them. I didn’t like to get into 
trouble there because I would be suspended and I would have to 
stay home for three days. I didn’t like that. 

At Frontier College, people listen to me. I never get suspended 
there because people like me and I like them. I like to be helpful.  
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BOB – COLLAGE  
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CHERYL – STORY  

 

What I like about Frontier College 

At Frontier College I learn hygiene like washing my hands before 
cooking and eating and getting foods ready. I learned about good 
foods and bad foods for me. I like to do artwork once in a while at 
Frontier College. I like to read stories in the Bible. I like “Hannah 
and the King“ and Moses.  

In class we talked about how bad cigarettes are for your health. I 
don’t smoke. I like to help to grow plants and flowers. I learn how 
to manage money and the cost of everything so I don’t waste my 
money.  
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CHERYL – COLLAGE   
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COLETTE – STORY  

 

What Frontier College means to me 

My name is Colette. I go to Frontier College to improve myself in 
math and reading to better myself. When I read better I will be able 
to read books. I am very interested in history. 

I am not afraid to speak my mind. One of the most important things 
for me to do in life is to do something to better myself.  

Since I came to class at Frontier College my attitude toward 
learning has changed. I feel more connected, I am learning more, I 
get the support I need and I will be able to celebrate my future 
achievements. 

I like coming to class because I like to be with people who listen to 
me. I have made a friend in class. 



GETTING THERE  — INDEPENDENT STUDIES, 2003 17 

COLETTE – COLLAGE  

 

Note: Colette did not have a photo taken.  
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CYNTHIA – STORY 

 

What Frontier College means to me 

Before I was nervous. But I made choices. And found that we think 
and listen. And then comes wisdom. At Frontier College we have a 
lot of talent. And the courage to change. We go slow and easy to try 
to make a better world. It’s the perfect setting for a super hero. 
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CYNTHIA – COLLAGE  
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Independent Studies students and volunteers at work 
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DAVID – STORY 

 

Facing My Fears 
 

I thought it couldn’t be done. Some people think I cannot do 
anything but if I stay focused and hang around positive people it 
should not be so long for me to succeed and achieve my dreams. 

 

When I first come to Frontier College I always thought there was an 
exit. It seems like everything I tried to succeed in my journey, it 
always came to a dead end. I believe in miracles, hope and faith. 
Somehow I picked up the skills to guide me and give me a sense of 
finding an easier way to face things in a calmer approach instead of 
a hurricane. I leaned how to take one day at a time. 

 

If I had not found Frontier College I don’t know what the outcome 
would have been. Frontier College guided me and never doubted my 
confidence. They always tried to keep my spirits up and never 
turned away from me. Tutors and staff at Frontier College never 
doubted my thirst for knowledge. They always encourage me to see 
that if I work hard, my dreams will come true.  

I am coming from a place where there is a black cloud over me. This 
cloud tried to take me to a negative state. I grasped on to nature 
and it gave me tranquillity. If you ever notice a tree, it could be 
happy or angry or still. And a tree can give you hope as well.  
 

Now I can see the difference in myself. I notice that sticky points 
seem to be unstuck. I keep breaking through the barricades. I try to 
keep focused and positive and accept the fact that says there is 
always a dam breaking through and I have to keep going like a green 
light, not a red light. I was told that I can see a difference in myself 
that I was not sure about even when people told me “I can see the 
difference in you”. But I heard it so many times that one evening I 
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sat down and reassured myself. I started to believe in myself and 
the phrase "see the difference" began reappearing.  

Life is difficult in the sense of a winding trail down a lonely railroad 
track. Every time this word “life” appears, I need to stop myself 
because I have a tendency to think that "life" can consume all my 
energy. Life can break or life can reassure me.  

Frontier College was a safe haven to remember. I was very blessed 
to find Frontier College and I wasn't sure how I found the College. It 
wasn't by word of mouth. One evening I was sitting in my living 
room and I had a phone call from a friend. They asked me to get 
together on a Saturday and I had no idea what it was about.  

 

My friends asked me what I wanted to do with my life, without 
disrespecting me. They suggested that I return back to school. That 
is when I found the Yellow Pages. I wasn't too sure what I was 
looking for as I flipped the pages. For some reason as I was flipping 
pages I sort of did not find what I was looking for. I got up off my 
sofa and left the room for a minute and as I returned I saw the 
phone book open to "Helping People Learn How to Read". 

 

The next step is the future. I would like to face and conquer my 
fears, but I feel trapped. I'm trying to tackle my two biggest fears in 
life: worrying and fear of failure. I want to thank all the tutors and 
staff of Frontier College. 
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DAVID – COLLAGE   
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DEBBIE – STORY  

 

What Frontier College means to me 

I have to come to Frontier College to learn. Learning is food for my 
soul and heart. Coming here makes me happy because I learn to 
express myself.  

This is the best time of my life coming to Frontier College learning 
how to read and write. I also learn how to use the computer. I am 
really proud of myself because I am challenging myself to learn 
about the war. The war is about sadness. The discussion of war 
makes me feel sad but it is still important to learn about it.  

We talk to each other in class and we listen to each other. I am the  
new girl in town because I am new to the class. When I first started 
I was welcome and felt happy. There is no doubt about it, I will 
learn how to read and write. 

I have a lot of strength. I am a good listener. I am helpful and my 
strength comes from my heart. I want to thank all the people in 
Frontier College especially Cathy and Susan for their help. 
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DEBBIE – COLLAGE  

 

Note: Debbie did not have a photo taken.  
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DIETMAR – STORY   

 

What Frontier College means to me 

Special: Frontier College is special to me. I learn how to read, write 
and do math. Jobs: I can read better at work. Someone to depend 
on: There’s always somebody here for me. 

Magic: Experiencing magic moments at Frontier. Heaven: Frontier 
College is a safe place for me. People don’t use foul language. 

Canadian politics: We talk about this at school. People: People here 
are friendly. Laughter: People laugh a lot here and smile each 
other. 

Power: I have the power to learn to read and write, and to do 
math. Justice: Be good. High Tech: I’m learning how to type on the 
computer with both hands and click the mouse. 

Safety:  I feel safe at Frontier College. I can speak my mind. Soar: 
We think about the future. Coping: I can go somewhere quiet when 
it gets too noisy here. 

Success: I feel comfortable with what I do here at Frontier College. 
I try to do new things here. 
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DIETMAR – COLLAGE  
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EDWARD – STORY  

 

What Frontier College means to me 

I first came to Frontier College a long time ago in 1986. My social 
worker called to make the appointment. Susan Macdonald was here 
then and she welcomed me. I worked for a while then left for a long 
time and then returned a couple of years ago in 2001. 

I have been practicing my reading with my tutors. The tutors help 
me to ask questions and answer questions too. The tutors give me 
homework. I like to do my homework. I also like working in the 
group. We do spelling and work on projects, which is fun. We talk 
about education and how to meet people and how to get a job in 
business.   

I have made lots of friends at Frontier College. I feel comfortable 
here. It is a safe place and I am happy to come to Frontier. I would 
like to go out with the group to movies and other places and I would 
like to learn more about how to apply for a job. I would like to 
practice speaking more so people can understand me. I want to feel 
more comfortable speaking in front of people.   
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EDWARD – COLLAGE  
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GAYLE – STORY  

 

What I like about Frontier College 

I like coming to Frontier College to have a good education. I learn 
more about life skills like banking and budgeting, money sense. It 
helps me understand when I have to read and write. It makes me 
happy that I can jump for joy as learning makes me happy. I like 
Margaret Atwood. She is a writer and a storyteller and it inspires me 
to read and write. 
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GAYLE – COLLAGE  

 

Note: Gayle did not have a photo taken.  
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IRENE – STORY  

 

What Frontier College means to me 

I never had chances to make the choices I wanted. I was always sad 
because my family (my two sisters and my mother) usually used to 
make the decisions for me. 

What I am remembering in my past is being told to go to my room 
and play or do something. I did not have many friends to play or 
chat with. That’s why I felt frustrated and sad. As I have told you 
above, I was feeling lonely when they sent me in my room. Then I 
was feeling depressed too. That’s why I felt the burden of family 
and lack of choices.  

This is me now. I am independent and making my own choices and 
decisions for myself, which is very different from my past feelings.  

I started Frontier College to get more education. I want to move on 
and succeed in my life by helping myself and others. I want to 
become a tutor one day  The picture in my collage of the students 
represents me as the tutor.  

Who is the boss?  Me. Now I do what I want and go where I want. I 
feel more happy since I started coming to Frontier College. My 
future will be strong. I now can speak up for myself and say ‘No’ in 
a nice way. Before I was afraid of to say ‘No’. In my future I am not 
afraid any more because I have greater confidence and regained 
self-esteem. That is all about me. 

I want to thank Cathy and Susan for their support and help. 
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IRENE – COLLAGE  
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JENNIFER – STORY  

 

What I like about Frontier College 

I come to Frontier College. I like to come here because I can learn 
to read and write. I can read a storybook by myself and write a 
letter to my friend about music. I enjoy being here because I talk to 
my friends Andreas, David, and Cathy about the play “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream” and the script. People who work at Frontier College 
are nice to me. They say hello to me and smile at me. 

Coming to Frontier College and learning reading and writing are 
gifts for me. This gift makes me feel happy and confident of myself. 
After I learned how to read and write at Frontier College, I knew 
that learning can happen anywhere.  

I like all kind of music. Especially I like Backstreet Boys music and I 
share the group’s music and information with Andreas who likes 
Backstreet Boys too.  

Now I am looking forward to be a singer. I am practicing singing at 
home and Frontier College gives me self-confidence to be a singer. I 
can become a singer.   
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JENNIFER – COLLAGE  
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JOEY – STORY  

 

What I like about Frontier College 

I feel happy coming to Frontier College because I love this 
classroom. I have big dreams. I want to learn to read because 
reading is important to me.   

I have courage to learn about the computer. I challenge myself to 
write the words and spell them.  

At last, I know how to read. I feel good about myself. 

I think I enjoy meeting new people. My tutor, Dani, helped me grow 
by laughing with me. She encouraged me to do my best. She 
supported me to write. 

My great gifts include my smile. I am welcoming, honest and smart. 
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JOEY – COLLAGE  
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KERRIE – STORY  

 

What Frontier College means to me 

Before I come to Frontier College I was sad. I like school. I like 
books to read and writing. I want to succeed. 

Celebrating our place in nature. Upgrading my education at Frontier 
College is my life and my love. 

I go out more. I want to progress at work and be happy. Frontier 
College opens the gates wide for my future. 

I want to make more money and buy a farm. 
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KERRIE – COLLAGE  
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LYNN – STORY 

 

What Frontier College means to me 
 

When I come to Frontier College, every day feels like Saturday. I 
enjoy reading and spelling. I am improving my computer skills and 
enjoy talking with other people in the class.  
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LYNN – COLLAGE  
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MARK – STORY  

 

What I am doing at Frontier College 

I was slow riding. I want more choices, friends and to grow. 
Absolutely no, means I want to have a say. Finding a balance means 
I enjoy different things to do in the week.                           

I express myself and have freedom to believe or not. I want to 
discover new roads, move forward and stay healthy and fit  
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MARK – COLLAGE  
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MARYANNE – STORY  

 

What I like about Frontier College 

I feel like a flower in bloom when I came to Frontier College to 
learn to read because reading is important to me. 

I like math and I feel good about myself. Learning will broaden my 
horizons. This is comfort every week when I come to Frontier 
College. 
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MARYANNE – COLLAGE  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



GETTING THERE  — INDEPENDENT STUDIES, 2003 46 

MATT – STORY  

 

Feelings about Frontier College 

The quest for literacy. The blurb in Matt’s collage is ripped to 
demonstrate how Matt’s ability to communicate and read is 
sometimes unfocused. According to the blurb, Matt is not alone in 
his struggle. 

At Frontier College we use many topics of interest to stay focused. 

Through the lessons, Matt’s abilities improve. He gains skill in 
spelling, computers and expressing ideas. 

Succeeding in goals of literacy and communication in class “expands 
our horizons.” Matt dreams of being able to communicate like never 
before, and works hard with the belief that this is possible. Matt has 
many other dreams as well. Communication is an important step on 
his journey. 

Matt is encouraged by the other students who share similar goals. 
Everyone has a positive attitude and a desire to learn. 

The group of students, staff and tutors meet each week, and help 
each other to learn. Frontier College embodies the true sense of 
community.  

Learning with the Frontier College community builds stronger 
connections with the larger community. Literacy day is a 
celebration of reading and a celebration of people who are learning 
to read. Through reading and writing people are able to 
communicate with words. 
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MATT – COLLAGE  
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MICHEL – STORY  

 

Why I come to Frontier College  

When I first came to Frontier College I felt nervous because I did 
not know anyone. I was kind of shy because I could not read. So 
many times, I needed to take a lot of breaks to think better.   

Sometimes I don’t know what to do, so I get frustrated. It was 
difficult to do reading. I had to practice. I like to go to explore and 
go different places and see nice things. 

I feel included in my community. I feel great in my community. I 
talk to my housemates in the morning. We talk about the weather 
and if we need to wear a heavy coat to go outside. I meet very nice 
people on the streetcar on my way to work and to Frontier College.  

I like going to work. I volunteer at Home Depot. My job is watering 
the plants and helping people with their heavy parcels. I usually 
meet very nice people when I am at my job. Sometimes I help 
people find things and stock the shelves. 

I have very nice next door neighbours. Sometimes they ask me to 
take their dogs for a walk. I like taking the dogs out for a walk. We 
go to the same church. I usually see them every Saturday and 
Sunday. After church we all go downstairs for coffee and cake. I like 
that because I get a chance to have a nice time and talk about 
what’s happening in the community.   

Every second Monday I go to Scouts. I like it because I like to feel 
like I can help other people. Every Tuesday morning I go to Frontier 
College. I like all my classmates and the teachers. Sharing a great 
conversation with these people makes me feel good. I feel very 
comfortable  there. I take care of the attendance, I make coffee for 
the students and staff and I teach people how to put the coffee on. 
I am comfortable turning on the computers for the other students. 
At Frontier College I really feel like people listen to me.   
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PETER – STORY  

 

What do you like about Frontier College 

This is what we extracted from Peter’s writing on the computer:  

I like rock music; I like watching cartoons on television; I love my 
Mom and Dad; I like being alone; I do not like anyone touching me; I 
enjoy working on the computer; I enjoy driving in the van; I like 
hockey, dance, Pop, Mom, coffee. 

Peter has made great gains in self-confidence. Peter is able to be a 
contributing part of the class. He is able to type spelling words on 
the computer and pronounce them. Peter is using his words, typed 
on the computer to effectively express himself.  

Peter understands all that is asked of him by students and tutors 
and over the course of two months, is answering more direct 
questions. Peter is a great speller and has lots of experiences to 
write about.   

He is able to tell people when he wants their support or not. It is 
important that we, at Frontier College, listen to Peter. Peter is now 
learning to set up the computer more independently.   

Peter is reading out loud what he has typed on the computer. Peter 
demonstrates a real willingness to learn. He does so by coming to 
class with enthusiasm and with a commitment to challenge himself.  

Peter is doing more for himself and is learning to ask for where he 
needs support. It is important for us at Frontier College to 
encourage Peter to gain a better sense of independence and not do 
things for him that he can do himself. 
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PETER – COLLAGE  

 

Note: Peter did not have a photo taken. 
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RASHIDA – STORY  

 

What I like about Frontier College 

It means a long journey and finding a way. My own. I imagine things 
in a whole new light. I get to express myself. It is interesting and a 
creative challenge. It’s a great gift and we celebrate there.  
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ROB – STORY  

 

What does Frontier College mean to me 

Start with non-stop fun and games and then good morning! Add the 
colours of your imagination then love and making new friends. New 
information, knowledge, insight. And the absolute best memories.  
That’s what’s happening for me at Frontier College. 

I like to come to Frontier College because I learn about living on my 
own. I live in an apartment by myself, on my own. I have learned 
about math and budgeting. I am able to count the money that I get 
back when I buy something at the store. I know how to give a tip to 
the waitress when I go out for lunch. I can pay for lunch when I go 
out with my friend Ross.   

I learn about things that are happening in the world. I like to talk 
about current events with the other students. We learned about the 
sad news of the war. I like to come here to learn new things like 
spelling words I don’t know. We read interesting stories, and play 
games to help with remembering. I like coming here on Thursdays. 
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ROBERT – STORY  

 

What does Frontier College mean to me 

Before I came to Frontier College I was doing some learning as a 
volunteer at Reena and Safe Haven. I told  my brother and his wife 
that I wanted to learn how to read better. They called Frontier 
College and now I am studying in the literacy class.  

This was a turning point in my life to want to be able to learn more 
than what I know today to be able to go to a higher point some time 
in my life. 
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RODNEY – STORY  

 

Reflections of what I have learned at Frontier College 

It is important for the war to stop. I am learning about this at 
Frontier College. It is important for me to learn and to be dedicated 
to everyone. I am very important.   

I am learning how to read and how to educate myself at home and 
to learn how to be nice to people. 

Politics interests me. I bring ideas into the class every day. I read 
the newspaper every day and I bring the newspaper to Frontier 
College to teach others what is going on in this world.    

Every morning I am very happy that the Lord wakes me up and gives 
me a new day. He is very busy thinking about the war. I am feeling 
pretty upset about the war. 

Frontier College has people here who are open-minded. I am 
listened to nicely. The future of my world is full of power and glory. 

When I am at Frontier College I can make mistakes and not get hurt. 
My skills are very powerful. I like to challenge myself because it is 
fun. I like to give myself a challenge.   

I hope to achieve everything by 2004. Right now my life is perfect.  
My goal is work with other people. I am learning how to do this 
here. It is important for me to say in school and achieve what I 
want. 
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Note: Rodney did not have a photo taken. 
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ROSS – STORY  

 

What Frontier College has given me 

Before I came to Frontier College I was home alone. 

I need to know about books and magazines. Reading gives me 
knowledge. Learning is important to me. I like to talk to my friends 
at Frontier College. I realize that I can do things for myself. 

I like working on the computer. I want to learn about using about 
the Internet. I like writing in my notebook. I like writing about 
books. I like writing about numbers. 

I like entertaining software the whole family can enjoy. I like to 
learn from the computer programs.  

We begin with love and then some more. At Frontier College we 
have beautiful people, simply delicious food and a relationship 
forever. 
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SYDNEY – STORY  

 

What Frontier College has given me 

At Frontier College we work together. We work as partners to help 
each other learn how to read and write. A tutor is a guide who 
helps you out. We meet with a wonderful group of people to talk 
with here. They make everyone feel welcome. Like Canadian 
Olympic champions, we try our best. We are very proud to be here.  
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