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Word Bingo 
Synonym Version 
(For Youth & Adults) 

 
 



 

Steps to Organizing a Word Bingo for Youth in 
Your Community  

 
 
 

1. Find a space in the community to hold the event.  (school, band 
office, nursing station, library, community hall) 

 
2. Advertise the Word Bingo at least one week before the event.  

Word Bingo (Synonym Version) is a great way to get youth 
involved in literacy week.  Put posters up around the community, 
advertise on the local radio station, or green screen and hand out 
invitations at the school.  Tell everyone about it!  Posters and 
invitations are included in this package. 

 
3. Have prizes for the adults and youth who win the bingo! (books, 

gift certificates, t-shirts)  Give the NWT Literacy Council a call 
and we can send you some books!!!! 

 
4. When people arrive – make sure all players have a marker and one 

bingo sheet.  People may want to play in groups.  Let people use 
dictionaries if the words are too hard.   

 
5. Put all the strips in a hat and draw the strips out one at a time.  Say 

the hard word and have people try and find the match(synonym)  
on their bingo sheet.  Make a sentence up to help the players 
understand what the word is.   

 
6. Choose any of the following for your Bingo:  One line, two lines, 

four corners, L shape, black out.  Play at least four bingos for each 
card. 

 
7. Have winners choose a prize and encourage those that win twice to 

give a prize to a friend. 
 

8. Have a snack at the end of the evening and ask players if they 
enjoyed themselves and if they would like to play again sometime. 



 
9. Ask the local paper to come to your event and do a story about 

Family Literacy. 
 

10. Thank your sponsors at your event and by writing them a letter. 
 

11. Make up your own Literacy Bingo game with the blank bingo card 
attached.   

 

Make the event monthly and ask the local 
band office, Co-op, Northern or a local 
business for donations of prizes. 



 
 

Celebrate NWT Literacy Week  
Word Bingo 

Synonym Version 
(ages 12 and up) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
When:        ______________ 
Where:   ______________ 
Time:    ______________ 
Cost:    FREE!!!! 

 
Lots of fun and great prizes! 

 
Sponsored by ____________________ 
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(Ages 12 and up) 
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Word Bingo 
Synonym Version 

 
Here is the list of hard words and their match for the Word 
Bingo: Synonym Version.  This version is a little different to 
regular word bingo.   

• Cut out each strip with the hard word and the match word.   
• Then call the hard word from the strip:  for example you 

would call out “comatose.”  And see if people can guess the 
match “deep sleep.”   

• Players have to find the matching word (synonym) on their 
bingo sheet  

• You may want to let players work in groups and use a 
dictionary for the game. 

 
Word      Match (Synonym) 
(What you say)     (What is on the bingo card) 

 
Appalling      Awful 

 
Debris      Garbage 

 
Comatose      deep sleep 

 
Multitudinous     many 

 
Ambivalence     having opposite feelings 

 
Metropolis      city 

 
Luminous      bright 
Unobtrusive     not obvious 

 
Abhor      dislike 

 
Hue       colour or shade 



 
Etiquette      manners 

 
Apprise      tell 

 
Gigantic      big 

 
Implausible     not believable 

 
Dexterous      handy 

 
Laud       praise 

 
Winsome      cheerful 

 
Myopia      nearsightedness 

 
Tress       braid 

 
Impudent      rude 

 
Labyrinth      maze 

 
Meander      wander 

 
Serene      calm 

 
Cerebrum      brain 

 
Accumulate     collect 
Comply      follow 

 
Mince      chop 

 
Exacerbate      make worse 

 
Felicitate      congratulate 

 
Audacious      bold 



 
Monotonous     boring 

 
Unswerving     steady 

 
Discrepancy     difference 

 
Currently      now 

 
Purchase      buy 

 
Convenient     easy 

 
Alternative     choice 

 
Annihilate      destroy 

 
Emancipate     free 

 
Allocate      distribute 

 
Inebriated      drunk 

 
Commence     begin 

 
Recuperate     get better 
Isolated      alone 

 
Imminent      about to happen 

 
Confiscate      take away 

 
Eminent      famous 

 
Dimension      size 

 
Aspersion      false report 

 
Culinary      having to do with cooking 



 
Tentative      not sure 

 
Disoriented     confused 

 
Peeve      annoy 

 
Sordid      mean 

 
Obstinate      stubborn 

 
Refract      bend 

 
Apparel      clothes 

 
Jest       joke 

 
Tantalize      tease 

 
Kudos      praise 

 
Pristine      pure 
Beseech      ask 

 
Designate      name 

 
Opt       choose 

 
Susceptible     open to influence 

 
Judicious      fair 

 
Vacant      empty 

 
Berate      scold 

 
Accurate      right 

 
Voracious      having a big appetite 



 
Significance     importance 

 
Authentic      real 

 
 Clandestine     secret 

 
Valour      bravery 

 
Grievance      complaint 

 
Median      middle  

 
Vigorous      strong 

 
Secede      withdraw 

 
Jubilation      great joy 
Contemplate     think over 

 
Incite      stir up 

 
Deface      ruin 

 
Salvable      can be saved 

 
Animosity      hate 

 
Deficiency      not enough 

 
Avert      avoid 

 
Glisten      shine 

 
Contentious     ready to argue 
 
 
 
 



  Synonym Word Bingo     

Alone Middle Strong Bend Free 

Braid Praise Collect Not enough Avoid 

Scold Bravery 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Famous Tease 

About to 
happen Joke Manners Brain Clothes 

Annoy Hate Dislike Scold Nearsightedness 

 
 

Take away City Handy Calm Chop 

Think over Shine Size Get better Bravery 

Begin Alone 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Hate Can be saved 

Not 
believable Braid Collect Steady Scold 

Ask Choose Empty Hate mean 

 



  Synonym Word Bingo     

Difference 
About to 
happen Confused Pure Complaint 

Can be saved 
Garbage 

 Annoy Choose Mean 

Size False report 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Choice Fair 

Follow Bold Not enough Secret Right 

Withdraw Many Rude Braid chop 

 
 

Brain Make worse 
Steady 

 
Ready to 

argue Bravery 

Strong Real 
Having a big 

appetite False report Praise 

Fair Not obvious 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Rude Follow 

Steady Ask Stir up Importance Think over 

Size Deep sleep City Big Mean 

 



  Synonym Word Bingo     

Get better Drunk Confused 
Having 

opposite 
feelings 

Handy 

Choose Dislike Cheerful Stir up Right 

Alone 
About to 
happen 

NWT 
Literacy 
Council 

Take away Mean 

Annoy City Collect Chop Bold 

Joke Fair Free Easy Buy 

 
 

Buy Now Real Importance Right 

Praise Awful Garbage Tell Calm 

Follow Boring 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Shine 
Having to do 

cooking 

Name Choose Begin Bravery Begin 

Confused Bend Calm Many Stir up 

 



  Synonym Word Bingo     

Ready to 
argue 

Having to do 
with cooking Awful Not obvious Handy 

Calm Chop 
About to 
happen Joke Ruin 

Complaint Right 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Scold Pure 

Open to 
influence Maze Bold Praise Tease 

Difference Destroy Many Tell Big 

 
 

Not 
believable Shine Avoid Stir up Secret 

City Cheerful Not sure Clothes Ask 

Joke Praise 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Tell Dislike 

Maze Follow Chop Boring Steady 

Bend 
Having a big 

appetite Withdraw Can be saved handy 

 



  Synonym Word Bingo     

Ask Pure Colour Cheerful Make worse 

Chop Get better Name Not enough Secret 

Having a big 
appetite Ruin 

NWT 
Literacy 
Council 

Can be saved Scold 

Drunk Confused City False report Stubborn 

Not 
believable Follow Steady 

Having to do 
with cooking Name 

 
 

Handy Dislike Big Calm Confused 

Praise Size Buy Difference Bright 

City Middle 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Importance Bravery 

Mean Not sure Manners Collect Begin 

Having a big 
appetite Get better Easy Difference Tell 

 



  Synonym Word Bingo     

Importance 
 Right Scold Take away Awful 

Garbage Famous Annoy Joke 
About to 
happen 

Name Not enough 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Not 
believable City 

Having 
opposite 
feelings 

Free Stubborn Fair Great joy 

Complaint Real Hate Ruin Shine 

 
 

Bend 
 Name 

Open to 
influence Nearsightedness Make worse 

Collect Choose Empty Dislike Bright 

City Middle 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Importance Bravery 

Mean Not sure Manners Collect Begin 

Having a big 
appetite Get better Easy Difference Tell 

 



  Synonym Word Bingo     

Take away Confused Buy Difference Scold 

Garbage Deep sleep 
Having 

opposite 
feelings 

City Not obvious 

Dislike Manners 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Stir up Avoid 

Ruin Ask Praise Clothes Annoy 

Brain Wander Cheerful Bright Choice 

 
 

Size 
 Not sure False report Joke Tease 

Praise Awful Deep sleep Think over Secret 

Get better Free 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Pure Empty 

Easy Wander Hate Bravery Importance 

Having a big 
appetite Complaint Braid Rude Collect 

 



  Synonym Word Bingo     

 
Mean 

 
Tease Joke Not obvious Garbage 

Bright Congratulate 
About to 
happen 

Open to 
influence Clothes 

False report Tell 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Begin Drunk 

Distribute Alone Buy Now Ask 

Fair Middle Secret Real Right 

 
 

 
 Confused Stubborn Begin Buy 

Annoy Mean Alone Tell Big 

Make worse Follow 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Rude Chop 

Joke Empty Scold Secret Great joy 

Not enough Praise Name Famous Take away 

 



  Synonym Word Bingo    

 
Bend 

 
Cheerful Collect Make worse Boring 

Steady Nearsightedness Big Not obvious Dislike 

Garbage Difference 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Destroy Praise 

Pure Choose Fair 
Ready to 

argue Think over 

Secret Scold 
False 

report Confused Clothes 

 
 

Tease Size Get better Bravery Differences 

Famous Mean Pure Name 
Open to 

influence 

Having to do 
with cooking Confused 

NWT 
Literacy 
Council 

Shine Wander 

Make worse Boring Steady Bright Cheerful 

Manners Great joy Strong Middle Importance 

 



  Synonym Word Bingo     

Garbage Big Maze Clothes Think over 

Not enough Strong Right Begin Choice 

Get better 
Having to do 
with cooking 

NWT 
Literacy 
Council 

Take away Now 

Difference Cheerful Bold Steady Tell 

Manners Deep sleep Many Annoy Bend 

 
 

Free Distribute Alone Tell Bright 

Braid Bold Steady Tease Tell 

Joke Pure 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Fair Collect 

Hate Avoid Shine Clothes Importance 

Having a big 
appetite Right False report Destroy Drunk 

 



  Synonym Word Bingo     

Handy Not enough Free 
Not 

believable Right 

Confused Follow Great joy Alone Nearsightedness 

Complaint Take away 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Dislike Think over 

Ask Rude City Stubborn Many 

Congratulate Ruin Tease Choice Importance 

 
 

Braid Hate Wander Bend Colour 

Many Annoy Great joy Begin Middle 

Bright Deep sleep 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Praise Avoid 

City Ruin False report Alone Collect 

Middle Famous Awful Ask Drunk 

 



  Synonym Word Bingo     

Distribute Think over Great joy Not obvious Many 

Avoid Clothes Name Withdraw Cheerful 

Free Rude 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Tell Right 

Easy Bright Stir up 
Having to do 
with cooking Awful 

Bravery Destroy Calm Hate Mean 

 
 

Garbage Real 
About to 
happen Dislike False report 

Maze Strong Alone Big Ask 

Collect Withdraw 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Colour Famous 

Wander Avoid Name Handy Middle 

Annoy Manners 
Open to 
influence Wander Shine 

 



  Synonym Word Bingo     

Distribute Think over Great joy Not obvious Many 

Avoid Clothes Name Withdraw Cheerful 

Free Rude 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Tell Right 

Easy Bright Stir up 
Having to do 
with cooking Awful 

Bravery Destroy Calm Hate Mean 

 
 

Garbage Real 
About to 
happen Dislike False report 

Maze Strong Alone Big Ask 

Collect Withdraw 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Colour Famous 

Wander Avoid 
Name 

 Handy Middle 

Annoy Manners 
Open to 
influence Wander Shine 

 



  Synonym Word Bingo     

Can be saved Strong Complaint Manners Garbage 

Awful Congratulate Make worse Boring Not enough 

Bravery Rude 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Chop Follow 

Collect Avoid Hate Shine Scold 

Shine Braid Handy Middle Right 

 
 

Drunk Get better 
About to 
happen Middle Confused 

Destroy 
 Empty Scold 

Not 
believable Nearsightedness 

Calm Distribute 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Tease Braid 

Steady Strong 
Ready to 

argue Buy Famous 

Name Ask Begin Think over 
Having a big 

appetite 

 



  Synonym Word Bingo     

Rude Make worse Bright Many Deep sleep 

Think over Alone Famous Bend Clothes 

Scold 
Having a big 

appetite 

NWT 
Literacy 
Council 

Hate Shine 

Brain Big Collect Manners Stir up 

Joke Pure Ask Choose Fair 

 
 

City Big Praise 
Having 

opposite 
feelings 

Ruin 

Withdraw Secret Famous Destroy Easy 

Pure Complaint 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Middle Great joy 

Nearsightedness Maze Wander Make worse Bold 

Joke Choice Think over City Steady 

 



  Synonym Word Bingo     

Ruin Not enough 
Ready to 

argue City Bold 

Steady Famous Joke Fair Awful 

Garbage Handy 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Great joy Think over 

Bright Choice Confused Praise Wander 

Follow Secret Stubborn 
Having 

opposite 
feelings 

Cheerful 

 
 

Make worse Boring Congratulate Stir up 
Ready to 

argue 

Bravery Ruin Braid Collect Dislike 

Having to do 
with cooking Annoy 

NWT 
Literacy 
Council 

Now Buy 

Size Empty Can be saved Big Tell 

Rude Calm Handy 
Not 

believable City 

 



  Synonym Word Bingo     

Annoy Destroy 
Not 

believable Tell Shine 

Braid Make worse Boring 
About to 
happen 

Open to 
influence 

Free Buy 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Right Confused 

Pure Ask Calm Chop Strong 

Manners Brain City Hate Stir up 

 
 

 

Free Easy Praise Fair Dislike 

Shine Bright Choice Distribute Tell 

Handy Collect 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Think over Middle 

Bravery 
Having a big 

appetite Clothes Alone Braid 

Garbage Chop Ruin City Calm 

 



  Synonym Word Bingo     

Dislike Stubborn Bend Name Braid 

Follow Handy Calm Collect Awful 

Not 
believable 

Having 
opposite 
feelings 

NWT 
Literacy 
Council 

Rude Praise 

Choose Shine 
Ready to 

argue Right Scold 

Think over False report Easy Buy Difference 

 
 

Make 
worse Boring Steady Ask Fair 

Empty 
About to 
happen Take away Great joy Dislike 

Follow Congratulate 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Many Deep sleep 

Maze Follow Chop Clothes Mean 

Confused Ruin Avoid Middle Rude 

 



  Synonym Word Bingo     

Strong Buy Destroy Awful Manners 

Nearsightedness Braid Brain Make worse Boring 

Size Fair 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Stubborn Avoid 

Take away Alone Chop Boring Tell 

Big Rude Manners Withdraw Importance 

 
 

Scold Right Choice Difference Annoy 

Praise Chop Steady Many Garbage 

Take away Great joy 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Ruin 
About to 
happen 

Tell Chop Tease Empty Think over 

Bright Awful False report Ruin 
Ready to 

argue 

 



  Synonym Word Bingo     

Confused Annoy Choose Braid Steady 

Deep sleep Awful Can be saved Now Not sure 

Real Importance 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Withdraw 
Having a big 

appetite 

Annoy Empty Hate 
Read to 
argue Bend 

Famous Get better Begin Free Brain 

 
 

Congratulate Collect Wander Praise Stubborn 

Not sure Fair Empty 
Open to 
influence Ruin 

Having a big 
appetite Size 

NWT 
Literacy 
Council 

Famous False report 

Deep sleep Tell Manners Bold 
About to 
happen 

Stir up Scold Think over Complaint Strong 

 



  Synonym Word Bingo     

Great joy Withdraw 
False 

report Right Scold 

Annoy Awful Manners Big Make worse 

Steady Joke 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Choose Bend 

Collect Ruin Shine 
Ready to 

argue Bravery 

Can be 
saved Nearsightedness Famous Distribute Now 

 
 

Having to do 
with cooking Drunk Size Not sure Bravery 

Tell Congratulate Boring Ask 
Open to 
influence 

Empty Fair 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Secret Complaint 

Real Right Annoy Rude 
Not 

believable 

Chop Make worse Steady Manners Big 

 



  Synonym Word Bingo     

Mean Stubborn Tease Deep sleep Right 

Stir up Ruin Shine Calm Bold 

Congratulate Annoy 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Having to do 
with cooking Clothes 

Destroy Choice Buy Now 
Open to 

influence 

Praise Make worse Think over Middle Real 

 
 

Importance False report Buy Difference Colour 

Big Deep sleep Braid Follow Bend 

Name 
Open to 

influence 

NWT 
Literacy 
Council 

Empty Praise 

Hate Bravery Complaint Great joy Not sure 

Distribute Begin Free Joke Pure 

 



  Synonym Word Bingo     

Nearsightedness Maze Annoy Ask Real 

Importance Scold Difference Easy Alone 

Get better 
False 

report 

NWT 
Literacy 
Council 

Having to 
do with 
cooking 

Chop 

Rude Wander Cheerful Big Tell 

Hate Size Empty Now Stir up 

 
 

Stir up Not sure Maze Make worse Chop 

Confused Praise Tease Bend Great joy 

Ruin 
Ready to 

argue 

NWT 
Literacy 
Council 

Think over Get better 

Free Easy Difference Now Rude 

Many Garbage City Bright Alone 

 



   Synonym Word Bingo     

Handy Congratulate Big Manners Confused 

Joke Distribute Easy Buy Not enough 

Bravery Real 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Can be 
saved Nearsightedness 

Maze Colour Dislike Choose Fair 

Ruin Avoid Complaint Secret Importance 

 
 

About to 
happen Not sure Mean Stubborn Praise 

Not obvious Big 
Not 

believable Follow Make worse 

Garbage Annoy 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Ask Empty 

Tease Not sure Collect Great joy Shine 

Avoid 
Having 

opposite 
feelings 

Chop Boring Name 

 



 

      Synonym Word Bingo     

Garbage Big Maze Clothes Think over 

Not enough Strong Right Begin Choice 

Get better 
Having to do 
with cooking 

NWT 
Literacy 
Council 

Take away Now 

Difference Cheerful Bold Steady Tell 

Manners Deep sleep Many Annoy Bend 

 
 

Free Distribute Alone Tell Bright 

Braid Bold Steady Tease Tell 

Joke Pure 
NWT 

Literacy 
Council 

Fair Collect 

Hate Avoid Shine Clothes Importance 

Having a big 
appetite Right False report Destroy Drunk 

 



Synonym Word Bingo 

 
 

    

    

    

    

    
    
    
    
    
    


