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HUNTINGDON
I have been researching the history of Huntingdon. Huntingdon’s
original name was Long Rapids. Today there is a pub with that
name. It was changed to Bowron Village, then became Huntingdon
in 1825.

From1831 to1884, a stage coach line was the link to

Montreal and the world beyond.

Chateauguay Street in 1915

In 1832 the village of Huntingdon consisted of 30 to 40 houses,
with a grist-mill and a saw- mill, a paper factory, a hat factory and a
post office. On November 2th, 1848 Robert B. Somerville became
Huntingdon’s first mayor and the village’s first six elected
councillors were:

Robert Corbett, William

Graham,

John

Morrison, William Marshall, Archibald Patterson and John
Somerville.
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O’Connor Building
In 1863 Robert Sellars, a 22-year-old Scotsman, started the first
newspaper “The Gleaner”, which is still running today.

One of the big construction events in Huntingdon was the building
of the O’ Connor Building in 1915.
The Centre de Formation de Huntingdon Learning Centre is now located in
this building.
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The Lower Bridge
In 1870, the lower bridge was built of wood on cribbed stone piers.
The upper bridge had been rebuilt in 1868. The bridge was to be
240 feet long supported by 6 trestles made of logs a foot square,
bearing 6 sleepers, 12 inch square, 40 feet long, and a flooring of
square logs 6 inches thick edged by a 3-foot railing.
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The first railroad arrived in 1883.

The first phone was in 1884

In 1897, the first hydro poles were erected; now they are talking
about putting them under ground.
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The Woollen Mill
The Huntingdon Organ Co. built a factory in 1886. It became a milk
factory. This building was later transformed to accommodate a
textile mill.

Another improvement came in 1896 when drinking water was
made available through underground mains.
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Huntingdon Academy
In 1840 the first teacher arrived and taught in a church basement.
The first school was built and named the Jubilee school.

The

original stone Academy opened in 1852. These two buildings were
situated on the same land as the present-day Academy.
Teachers’ salaries were in the range of fifty to seventy-five dollars
per month.
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The O’Connor Family
Three O’Connor brothers, Dennis, Pat and Walter O’Connor built
the O’Connor Building. Over the years, the O’Connor Building
housed the Post Office and a theatre among other things. Moving
pictures were being shown in O’Connor Hall with an entrance fee of
15 cents.

The Centre de Formation de Huntingdon Learning Centre, the CDC du
Haut-Saint-Laurent and the Haut-Saint-Laurent Service Centre are now
occupying this building.
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The Huntingdon Chateau
The construction of the Chateau started in March of 1928. There
were eight teams of horses drawing sand and thirty men digging
the basement and foundation. The sewer was laid. They worked on
digging using a team of horses and a scoop. The original Chateau
was constructed with underground parking. It was built of brick,
stone and concrete. November 20th, 1929 was the official opening,
with three hundred guests attending. The final price tag was
$175,000.

The Huntingdon Chateau had spared no cost in

constructing the finest hotel in Quebec.
Hoped you enjoyed reading about this as much as I have
researching it.

P.S.: I would like to thank my teacher Roger Bouthillier and Nickie
Robidoux for helping me with this project .
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