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RECOGNITION AWARDS
FOR ADULT LITERACY
S U B M I S S I O N S
Four Quebec adult education and
literacy organizations in collaboration
with the Canadian Commission
for UNESCO inaugurated a new
recognition award in 2006 for adult
literacy learners and teachers/tutors
in Quebec’s English-language sector.
The presentation was timed to
coincide with the annual
Quebec’s Adult Learners’ Week.

students in learning. They were nominated by
both students and colleagues and examples of
their strategies and methods were requested.
Learners and students were asked to describe how
learning to read and write or improving reading
and writing has changed their life, and what can
they now do that they could not do before.
Entries were accepted in any form of
communication that involved some writing (e.g.:
essay/poem/comic strip). If a learner/student was
unable to write the entry alone, a teacher or tutor
was permitted to act as a scribe.
Two awards were offered in the community sector
(for a learner and a tutor) and two in the school
board sector (for a student and a teacher).
This booklet is a compilation of the winners and
all the submissions received from the learners and
students. Because learners are at various stages in
their learning development, we’ve left the
submissions exactly as we received them.

On April 6, 2006, the awards were presented at the
Community Writing event at the Blue Metropolis
Montreal International Literary Festival which
brought additional prestige. The ceremony was
hosted by Mike Boone of The Gazette.
Students were recognized for their courage and
dedication in knowing it's never too late to learn
to read and write, or improve reading and writing.
Teachers and tutors must have demonstrated
creative and innovative ways of engaging adult
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The Centre for Literacy of Quebec is a
resource, professional development and
research centre that supports best practices
and informed policy development in literacy,
by creating bridges between research, policy
and practice.
Quebec Association for Adult
Learning (QAAL) was established
in 1981 to provide leadership in
matters pertaining to lifelong learning and to create a
collective voice to promote educational opportunities
for adults who pursue learning projects primarily in the
English language.
Laubach Literacy Canada-Quebec/Literacy
Volunteers of Quebec (LLC-Q/LVQ) is a
provincial not-for-profit coalition which is
dedicated to and supports volunteer literacy
groups through professional development,
networking, communication and advocacy
for English literacy.
Quebec Literacy Working Group
(QLWG) is a provincial committee
of school board representatives,
committed to the promotion,
advancement and support of adult, youth and family literacy
within the English sector.
Canadian Commission
for UNESCO
operates under the aegis
of the Canada Council for the Arts. Its role is to act as a forum
for governments and civil society, and to mobilize the participation of Canadian organizations and committed individuals in
UNESCO's mandated areas: education, natural and social sciences, culture and communication and information.
The organizers would like to thank
EDUCATION
LEISURE & SPORTS

The Quebec Ministry of Education, Leisure
and Sports (MELS), Service aux
Anglophones
The Gazette for providing copies of the book
"Shooting the Story” for all participants

Winners of the 2006
Recognition Awards
for Adult Literacy:
COMMUNITY SECTOR
LEARNERS AWARD (TIE):
Doreen Aubertin
– Chateauguay Valley Literacy Council
Page 5
Bernice Rosemarin
– Literacy Unlimited
Page 6
HONOURABLE MENTION:
Lane Rice
– Chateauguay Valley Literacy Council
Page 7
TUTOR AWARD:
Amy Richardson
– Chateauguay Valley Literacy Council
Page 8

SCHOOL BOARD SECTOR:
STUDENT AWARD:
Joyce Tieku
– Place Cartier Adult Education Centre
Page 8
TEACHER AWARD:
Judy Barrie
– Place Cartier Adult Education Centre
Page 8

Via Rail for providing two tickets for out-oftown learners
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Doreen Aubertin – Chateauguay Valley Literacy Council
Before and After
Imagine not being able to read enough to help your children with their homework and knowing how
to write only a few words. And looking up words in the dictionary is next to impossible. That was
me, Doreen Aubertin, in 1996. I was so frustrated. It was like running down a dead end street.
My mind was in a prison. I was a prisoner. I was lonely. I had a painful secret. I needed help.
In the spring of 1997, I called the Chateauguay Valley Literacy Council and got the help I needed.
I thought I was the only person with this problem. I was not alone. I am very glad I called the
Literacy Council and became a student. The people at the council were very supportive. I felt very
comfortable. I was tested and found out that I have a Learning Disability. Just knowing that I am
intelligent and I can achieve my goals has changed my outlook on life.
It took some time but after years of tutoring and support,
I can finally say that I can read whatever I want. What a
difference in knowing basic reading and writing skills. It
has changed my life. I have self-confidence. I am achieving
my goals. I am able to work and support my family. I can
join committees. I finally have a learner’s permit and hope
to have a driver’s license soon. I am learning new skills
every day. My life has improved. It is an on-going process
but I can assure you it is well worth it. Life without the
power to read and write is a hard one.

Mike Boone and Doreen Aubertin
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Bernice Rosemarin – Literacy Unlimited
A Wonderful Experience
What I would like to be and what I can do are two different things. The past few years have taught
me to accept myself for who I am. Failing at the simplest task was a discouragement in itself. I was
57 years old when I finally took the initiative to look for help.
Finding a place for help was a challenge in itself. I noticed an advertisement in the newspaper for
adults that had difficulty in the workplace because of learning difficulties. From this advertisement
and many phoned calls I found Literacy Unlimited. I was introduced to two wonderful women at
Literacy Unlimited. We discussed what my needs were, and what they could do to help me. Most
important was finding me a tutor. In the past I had no luck with school, or sympathetic teachers.
When I started I was not sure what I needed, or wanted from Literacy Unlimited. As the weeks
became months I knew Literacy Unlimited found me a “Perfect Match”. The tutor, Shirley Anderson
was patient, understanding, knowledge eable and most of all was extremely creative in her
approach with me. Keeping myself focused was a challenge and I suspect it was a challenge for my
tutor also. Patience is not one of my virtues.
My tutor has given me the self-confidence I did not have.
I know now that when I do something it is to the best of
my ability. Now I am able to understand simple written
instructions.
I love to cook and bake but because of not being able to
read the recipe correctly I would mess up. The measurements were not calculated correctly (a simple feat for
most) but with a little help, the cake that used to look like
a pizza finally looked good enough to display at any table.
Now I can understand the recipes, read articles, and read
the instructions that come with any medication without
asking for help or worse making a mistake. .

Bernice Rosemarin

I was told throughout most of my younger life that I was
retarded. This label has followed me ever since. Thanks to
this organization and my tutor I know that I am not retarded and can learn. It always will be frustrating, but I will persevere. I learned to believe in myself, and if I fall get up and
walk, running is something I still have to learn how to do.

I had many disappointments in my life, especially when it came to motivating myself or recognizing
what I could do. My principal in High School said the thing best to do is leave school and become a
scullery maid. If only he could see me now. I am much more confident, motivated and can recognize what I can and cannot do. I may not write the next great Canadian novel, but I am able to read
and understand it.
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Lane Rice – Chateauguay Valley Literacy Council
My Story
My name is Lane Rice, I am from Kahnawake,
and I want to tell my own story. Growing up
I had a very hard time. I couldn’t concentrate
on reading or writing. I guess I was emotionally
disturbed because of the way people treated
me. I was terribly shy because in Elementary
School at age nine it became worse, I refused to
speak, or read out loud in class. At that time
because of my early physical development I was
teased excessively, I had blackheads, and pimples all over my face and neck. Also, if I seemed
to appear smarter than the smart kids I needed
to hide it because of reprisals.
I had no interest in reading. I totally refused to
Mike Boone and Lane Rice
read because every time I came to a hard word I
had to look up the word in a dictionary. This was
stressful and frustrating for me, My teachers and friends couldn’t understand why? The students
would taunt me and make me cry. I couldn’t explain to them that I didn’t always understand what
I read. I couldn’t absorb all the information I received, it seem to go in one ear and out the other.
I hated school, and though there was a guidance counselor, there was no one who could help me,
I couldn’t tell the counselor about my problems at home and with my fellow students..
In 2003 there was an advertisement in the Eastern Door about a literacy class in Kahnawake Tuesday
nights. I decided to give it a try. The teacher started out with everyone introducing themselves.
The teacher Diana Jeans had a weekly routine – we would pronounce the words, and syllables, and
then read the articles. I was very uncomfortable at first it took me quite a while to relax. Before long
I had homework that needed to be done. I had to read out loud to the class, and others had to read
out loud too. I had to be patient and sympathetic and the students were patient too they did not
laugh at each other. Although I could read the low level fairly well, I still was very shy and uptight.
I needed the one-on-one tutoring to help me to be more confident. My first tutor was very
supportive in helping me, but she could only be with me about six months. I had two more after
that who only were with me one time then quit. This made me a little nervous, I was less
enthusiastic to continue on with my reading. Finally my fourth tutor stayed with me, and I am
most happy with her.
Now I like to read, I can‘t seem to stop reading, especially self-help books which were recommended
at a Wellness Conference. This was something I never thought I would be able to do. Now after
three years at Chateauguay Valley Literacy Council, with the Class, the tutors and the wonderful
books which I now can read, I now have so much more confidence.
Being able to read was not really the big problem, the bigger problem was
confidence in myself. Now I am reading and writing, my tutor remembers
how I hesitated, wrote only lightly, would be afraid to put my thoughts on
paper. That has changed. I have homecare certification, and am available and
confident in that type of work. I now can meet people and talk face-toface and most of all, I have a daughter that I want to make happy and
PROUD of me.
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Joyce Tieku – Place Cartier Adult Education Centre
I migrated to Canada twelve years ago from Ghana with my family. With the readiness to give
them a better life I entered the labor force. After working in manufacturing industries for a many
years, in January 2005 I became unemployed because of downsizing. This crisis in my life motivated
me to return to school. Through my unemployment agent I received information about Place
Cartier Adult Centre and registered without hesitation.
Since the age of sixteen I did not pursue any academic learning
therefore coming to Place Cartier became a big challenge for me.
During my first week at Place Cartier I was very scared being in
a school environment but my eagerness to learn helped me overcome the fear I was having. I decided to work hard although it is
difficult because I would like to be able to help my two young
children with their homework. From the help I am receiving at
Place Cartier I am improving my reading and writing skills daily
and I am very comfortable with my learning activities. Learning is
becoming easier for me because the things I learn can be related to
my personal every day life. Presently I am very happy because now
I am able to read small books with my children at home and help
them learn while I am improving my English. I definitely would
continue on my learning journey because I am already seeing the
benefits for my family and I.
Judy Barrie and Mike Boone

Submitted by Joyce’s teacher: Judy Barrie
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SUBMISSIONS (IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER)
Kathy Bevington – Chateauguay Valley Literacy Council
How has improving to read and write changed your life?
1 – I knew how to read and write already when I came back to school. Now I can understand what
I read.
I learned a lot about maps in our province of Québec.
I liked what we did about Africa.

Sevasti Chasiotis – St. Laurent Adult Centre
Reach for your Dream
My name is Sevasti Chasiotis and I am writing this essay in hopes that my personal story will
encourage more people to believe in themselves no matter what their age It is possible to achieve
your goals and your dreams.
I am fifty-eight years old, I am proud to say that I have gone back to school in order to fulfill my
dream of becoming a writer. I have been married for forty years. I am a mother of two children
whom I am very proud of. My son has dedicated his life to God at the monastery and he became a
priest. My daughter has been married and has two beautiful children of her own, one son and one
daughter. She is a teacher, interior decorator and a midwife.
I was born in a small village in Greece. I am the youngest of four children. My parents were very
poor but very respected in their community for their values and morals. At the age of seventeen
years old I got married and the following year we both came to Canada. We did not know the
language and we felt like strangers in a strange place. We immediately found jobs. Our life had
become very difficult. We had two children to raise and other responsibilities. On top of that I had
lots of problems with my health. Despite all these challenges, we found a way to manage. Of course
there was no time to go to school to lean the language, but I never gave up I learned English by
watching my children’s program, “Sesame Street” and from my coworkers.
My dream has always been that I may be able to give something of myself to my children and my
grandchildren and the next generations to come. For twenty years now I have
volunteered for our church and its philanthropic organization helping people
all over the world. I taught Sunday school for eight years and loved the children and continue to help the youth of our parish.
Continued on next page
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Reach for your Dream
Continued from previous page

The youth has a special place in my heart for I see how difficult life is for them. I feel it is necessary
to help them. We need to give them the skills to face life forward instead of giving up and quitting.
I feel it is imperative that we inspire them to give them the confidence to go on with their dreams.
We need to empower them so they may continue and not give up on life. For this reason I began to
write children’s books. I have competed eight stories in Greek and already have translated three of
these stories, and are in the process of trying to find a publisher to publish these stories and an
illustrator to illustrate.
My dream is to become an author, I still have a long road ahead but I refuse to give up. I will reach
my goal even if it has to be at the end of my life. My hobby has been to read books. Books have
given me knowledge, knowledge in turn gives me power. I also am very social for I believe that
everyone on this earth has something to contribute.
Life has taught me great things through its trials and tribulations. In the last four years I have been
fortunate enough to proceed with my dream of becoming a writer. I owe all this to a very special
lady who I have great respect for, Mrs. Habza Shedlack, the Director of our school in Ville St.
Laurent. I met her when my son came from Greece to celebrate Christmas in 1999. My son left
very young without completing his high school diploma. I encouraged him to go back and complete
his high school diploma. In January 2000 he went to St. Laurent Adult Centre. In June 2002, my son
finally completed his high school diploma with honours and awards, including a Governor General’s
award. At that time I met Mrs. Shedlack. I expressed my dreams to her and asked her, if it is not
too late at my age to go to school to learn English. I was impressed with the way she spoke to me.
She not only accepted me, but she even encourages me by telling me not to give up. I was delighted and went ahead and registered the following fall.
Words cannot describe the joy I felt going back to school. I felt like a kid. What I learned in the
class in the evenings, I reviewed at home the other day. I wanted to be sure I would not forget.
I never missed the class, except when I was sick. I am very happy because I learned how to write
and read English. That has given me hope to go on with my dream to become an example for the
young generation. “Do not leave the school,” that would be like to give up their life. If I could send
that voice outside to the new generation I would be very happy.
God has given to each one of us a special power to create our lives in a good way, but obviously not
many people realize that. It’s a shame to know that so many people are using that power in a bad
way in their lives. As a result of that, the world is paying the price.
First, I would like to thank this blessed country for its hospitality and it has given us the opportunity
to find success in our lives. The English Montreal School Board has opened their doors and waiting
for all those students who are ready and willing to reach their needs, no matter what their age is.
Also, I would like to thank the director of our school, the exceptional Mrs. Shedlack, who encouraged
me to go to school. And also the vice principal, the wonderful Mrs. Angela Spagnolo, who always
waits for us with a smile on her face and open arms. Also, all of my teachers who are teaching me
not only the language, but hope for the future. Teaching is not only professional but also a function. Last but not least, I would like to thank my family who supports me and especially my son,
Thomas Chasiotis who also has encouraged me and always has me in his thoughts and prayers even
if he lives in Greece.
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Li Qin Guo – Rosemont Technology Centre
Adapting to a new Life
When I came to Canada, I realised that communication is very important. At that time I could not
understand anyone and no one could understand what I said in English, even if the person is an
English speaker. I could not do anything if I tried to use my English. for example, I could not answer
the phone; I could not apply for some courses, and I could not ask someone’s help in the street.
I could not do anything alone. I felt so upset.
I was eager to improve my English. At first, I studied in a high school. There are some courses for
adults. I have studied for almost a year. I felt my English had improved, I decided to enrol in a
training program. I passed my English test and interview, and then I came to Rosemount Technology
Centre to study Industrial Drafting. Fortunately, there is a part time English course for immigrant
students. It is very helpful to help them find a job. I never miss my English class because I know
that it is useful for me. Every day I listen to the radio in English when I take the bus because I spend
three hours on the bus. After one year, the effect is obvious, and I feel that it must be important to
keep going. I am confident to communicate with other people.
Right now, I can understand teachers even if some of them have strong accents. For every module,
I got very good marks, and I got some gifts from teachers because I got the highest marks in the
class three times.
I am so happy when I can use my English to do something; I can answer the phone; I can go out
alone, and I can help other people if they ask me; if I can feel in the mood , I can go to the movies;
I can communicate on my initiative, even though I still make some mistakes. I feel so satisfied with
my effort.
I will graduate in three months. I will be confident to look for a study stage and a professional job.
I fell confident for my future.
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John Langlois – Yamaska Literacy Council
Progress With Literacy
When I started with the Yamaska Literacy Council two years ago, I never thought that I would be
where I am today.
But with Don as my tutor, I learned quickly that anything was possible and that literacy was within
my reach. I also found out that learning could be fun.
When I started to read, finishing a book would take too long and I would get tired of the struggle.
Now reading a book takes about two months and I keep up my interest.
Because my vocabulary, reading and writing are improving, conversations with others are more
interesting and friendships are more easily established.
Learning the fundamentals of math has helped me with sale tax calculations and managing cash at
dances.
As I advanced into multiplication and division I found that I became less dependant on my
calculator. Being able to estimate roughly what an answer would be started out as a difficult
chore, but I’m getting used to it now. Thinking through an answer sure helps to understand
how arithmetic works.
One of my hobbies is making signs. At one time I only used pictures. Now I add words.
Another hobby is working in security at the Story Telling Festival in West Brome every summer.
The purpose of the Festival is to raise money to sponsor a dying child’s wish through the Wish
Foundation. e.g a trip to Disneyworld.
Because of my increased ability to communicate, I’m now part of the planning committee of the
Festival. It’s a great feeling to know that you are helping someone.
Now I have more confidence in myself and can meet people more easily. People are interesting!!
Also, I’m finding out that I’m more interesting too.
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Eun Sun Shim – Place Cartier Adult Center
My Return To School
At least once in a lifetime, everyone dreams about making some big changes, and the biggest
adventure that I took, was immigrating into Canada. First time, I was anxious about my unknown
future in this strange country. My first impression on Canada was “beautiful”. The scenery in this
country was beautiful beyond description, but soon, a sudden fear fell upon me. “How’d I get to
live here?” The thing that I was most worried about was my poor English.
I still remember the day when I went to McDonald to eat some hamburgers. I was so afraid to speak
to the woman in the counter, so I pretended to be busy choosing the menu for a while, and turned
back and looked at my children who are sitting on the seats staring at me, probably expecting my
fluent English. I summoned up courage, pretending to be fearless for them and said to the woman
bravely, “Hamburger two!”
…In my language, usually the numeral adjective comes after the noun. The woman frowned, and
asked me: “you mean hamburger no.2?”
I panicked. I couldn’t understand what she said, so I answered simply “yes”.
…That night, my children had to eat just one hamburger, which was no.2, and I was force-fed myself
with fries, feeling a vacuum in my stomach. That was my motivation to learn again.
Now that I know that I supposed to say “two hamburgers, please”, still, this happening makes me
laugh.
It was just about two years ago, when I returned to school. I felt nervous, but strangely also excited
and curious. That was a great opportunity for me, to get over my weaknesses, and to be proud of
myself. I never had taken a class since my graduation from university in 1982. When I went into the
class, suddenly, I felt once again, that weird and awkward sensation that I’d experienced before, but
also, there was something that excited me at the same time. I felt like I became a student again,
and got a new life, a new dream. I said hello to the person who was sitting next to me, feeling like
I turned back time to my schooldays. I made many new friends, and overcame my depression that’d
haunted me all along since the day I arrived in Canada.
With people talking to me, laughing with me, I’m not alone or afraid any more. Moreover, as I’m still
learning how to write, read, and speak in English now, I think I’m no longer outcast in this country.
It brought me a whole new life
Yesterday, it was stone cold, but today, I can feel my heart and the
whole world getting warm.
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Fengying Wang – Rosemont Technology Centre
English Has Been Changing My Life
I, Fengying Wang, come from China. Now I am a student of Industrial Drafting in Rosemont
Technology Centre.
When I was in China, I studied English very hard, but I was still not confident in using English,
especially when I arrived in Canada in 2004.There were a lot of things to do at that time, such as
apply for the permanent resident card, the medical card, the social insurance card, communicate
with the Montreal School Board to make sure my son can go to school on time, and so on. All of
these things were difficult for me to do but I have to do. Almost all of the officers were so friendly
and patient that I could get all of the things done. Even so, some things I could not do by
myself. My friend and her husband gave me a lot of help at that time, they helped me to find
an apartment, connect with Bell Telephone Company and Hydro Quebec, buy basic living daily
necessaries, etc..
On Feb. 10, 2005, I enrolled in RTC. From that time, I started my student life again. The student’s
life is interesting, rich and colorful. The teachers have good knowledge of the industrial application
field. We touch the fabulous knowledge of Computer Assisted Designing, but which is too unique
and professional to understand and handle of you do not have good knowledge of English. Even
though I could read English well, it was still not easy for me to communicate with the teachers if
I had some questions to ask. Every time I met this situation, I often felt sorry for myself and lost
confidence at that moment. Now I believe that you could imagine how I was embarrassed by
that circumstance!
RTC has offered a free part-time English program for RTC students since April 2004. So the English
tutor, Miss Yvonne Anderson, comes into my life. Normally there are two classes per week, two
hours each time that is, from 3pm to 5pm. I attach importance to this opportunity and attend
class almost every time. I have got a lot from it, such as the speaking ability, writing ability
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