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INTRODUCTION 
 

Every year, Independent Studies at Frontier College publishes a 

book of student writing. We’ve been doing this for 20 years. This year 

(2002), we thought we would document a project that we worked on 

in our Self-Management/Literacy class from April to June of 2002. This 

project was about writing an autobiography. It was about learning how 

to do three primary things: 

1) remember and record what has happened in your life in the 
past; 

2) understand and document what is happening in your life right 
now; and  

3) dream about your life in the future and capture this dream on 
paper.  

 

The project was also about using drawing as a way to generate 

writing. This book presents the technique we used during the project. 

Descriptions and illustrations of the technique are presented below. We 

include this so that other practitioners can use our technique as a 

method for creating student autobiographies.  

 

 

STUDENTS AND TUTORS 

WORKING ON THE  
TREE OF LIFE PROJECT. 
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     The students’ stories are presented under the title, “Tree of Life”. 

The trees of our lives begin as small seedlings, mature into adult 

growth and then age and decline. This is an authentic process of life. 

This process is reflected and honoured here in the stories by students 

in the Independent Studies program. We hope you enjoy reading them 

as much as we enjoyed creating them. 

 

 

STUDENTS AND TUTORS WORKING ON THE TREE OF LIFE PROJECT. 
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A TECHNIQUE WITH ILLUSTRATIONS 
 

• We decided to develop the idea of autobiography using graphics 

as a way to generate writing. We used drawings of trees as a 

starting point. There were three trees. The first one represented 

the past; the second one, the present; and the third, the future.  

• First, David, the project facilitator, drew three trees on a large 

white board in the class. The trees are presented below.  

 

 
• Each one of the three facilitators (David, Cathy and Susan) took 

turns providing personal information for one of the trees. David did all 

the actual writing to model the process. First, David described some 

memories of his past as a child. He wrote down the names of people 

who were important in his life in the past. Then he described activities 

or places or things that he’d enjoyed in the past. He wrote these words 

and phrases all around the past tree. When this was finished, David 

asked Cathy the same questions about her present life and used this 

information to fill in the present tree. Finally Susan provided 

information about her future for the future tree. We had three 

completed example trees, past, present and future (presented below).



“TREE OF LIFE”, INDEPENDENT STUDIES 2002 4 

 

 

PAST PANEL OF 

EXAMPLE TREE 

(DONE BY DAVID) 

PRESENT PANEL 

OF EXAMPLE TREE 
(DONE BY CATHY) 
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• We then asked students to draw their own trees. During each 

class, we created one tree (the past trees during one class, the 

present trees during the next class, and so on). 

• Students were assisted by tutors and by other volunteers. The 

students really got creative in their drawings. We used large (3 

feet by 2 feet) paper so that there was plenty of room to create. 

They used markers, crayons, pens, pencils, colours, etc.  

• Next, the students were asked to write in information about 

themselves on each of their trees. This required a lot of 

prompting and eliciting. We created a list of prompt questions to 

help elicit more information. (There is no definitive list of 

questions to ask. Almost any questions will work.)  

FUTURE PANEL OF 

EXAMPLE TREE 
(DONE BY SUSAN) 
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• Often a volunteer would ask questions and would record one-

word or short-phrase answers on a separate piece of paper and 

the students would copy this onto their trees.  

• When the trees were done, it was time to start writing their 

autobiographies. Again, we used the prompt questions to flesh 

out the one-word or short-phrase responses on the trees. The 

information written on the trees provided the source material to 

flesh out during the actual writing process.  

• The finished trees were actually brainstorming maps that 

contained the essence of what each student would then write 

about in more detail.  

• Staff and volunteers worked with students over the course of the 

term to complete their full autobiographies. The final drafts were 

then copy-edited by staff for consistency in type, style, form, 

etc. 

• The tree graphics were photographed digitally and photo-edited 

for inclusion in this book.  

• Blank trees are provided on the next pages with prompts to help 

you get started creating your own Tree of Life.  
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 BLANK TREES 
 

 

 

 
 
• On the following 

pages are copies of 
blank trees for you 
to use.  

 
 
• Each tree is on a 

separate page for 
photocopying.  

 
 
• Use the writing 

prompts on each 
page and have 
students fill in their 
trees with 
information about 
themselves.  

 
 
• Use this information 

as a starting point 
for writing their 
autobiographies.  

 
 
• Keep their trees to 

include in a book 
you can assemble 
that presents each 
student’s finished 
autobiography. 
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TRY TO REMEMBER WHEN YOU WERE YOUNG (A CHILD OR TEENAGER). WRITE 

IN THE PEOPLE YOU HAD IN YOUR LIFE WHEN YOU WERE YOUNG. WRITE IN 

THE ACTIVITIES OR PLACES OR THINGS YOU REMEMBER ENJOYING WHEN YOU 

WERE YOUNG.
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THINK ABOUT YOUR LIFE RIGHT NOW. WRITE IN THE PEOPLE YOU HAVE IN 

YOUR LIFE RIGHT NOW. WRITE IN THE ACTIVITIES OR PLACES OR THINGS YOU 

ENJOY IN YOUR LIFE RIGHT NOW.
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TRY TO IMAGINE YOUR LIFE WHEN YOU ARE OLD. WRITE IN THE PEOPLE YOU 

WOULD LIKE TO HAVE IN YOUR LIFE WHEN YOU ARE OLD. WRITE IN THE 

ACTIVITIES OR PLACES OR THINGS YOU WOULD LIKE IN YOUR LIFE WHEN YOU 

ARE OLD.  
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STUDENT AUTOBIOGRAPHIES 
 

On the following pages are autobiographies written by students 

in the Independent Studies day classes at Frontier College. Included 

with each story are graphics of the tree drawings produced by each 

student. Some of the students do not have all three graphics of trees 

(past, present and future) because their original drawings were not 

available during the production of this book (some students took their 

tree drawings home before we could digitally photograph them!).  

Below are some illustrations of students presenting their trees to 

the class after they had completed them. This exercise was a useful 

part of the process because it allowed students to practice talking 

about their lives to other people.  

 

 

 

 

 

ALASTAIR TALKING 

ABOUT HIS TREE. 
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Note about quality: The quality of some of the reproductions of 

the drawings of students’ trees varies in some of the digital photos. 

This is because the students used all manner of colours and pens and 

art supplies when creating their drawings. Some colours and textures 

reproduce better than others when converted to black and white for 

printing. We have presented all the students’ drawings because each 

one provides an interesting artifact of each student’s work. A technical 

suggestion may be to use only black and white media when creating 

drawings if they are to be printed in black and white.  

 

 

 

DAVID TALKING ABOUT 

HIS TREE. 

LYNN TALKING ABOUT 

HER TREE. 
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ROBERT TALKING ABOUT HIS TREE. 
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ALDO PIETRANTONIO TREES 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“TREE OF LIFE”, INDEPENDENT STUDIES 2002 15

ALDO PIETRANTONIO AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

ALDO PAST LIFE 
 
 

I was born on February 10, 1966 in a hospital in Toronto. I am 

36 years old. I’m Italian. 

I get sad and upset when I think about my cousin and Aunt 

Cidenette who passed away. I miss them. 

My brother took me for a ride on his three-wheeler. I felt 

excited. We went through the fields and I was hanging on. 
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ALDO PRESENT LIFE 
 

I have many special people in my life. They are my sisters, Tina, 

Lina and Anne, my parents, and Bruno and Tony. I have many cousins 

in Italy.  

The great person in my life is Terry Anne. She is my fiancée. I 

love her. We are getting married. We are going to have a good life. 

Terry Anne has Down’s Syndrome. She lives in an apartment program. 

She is nice to me.  

Best friends are buddies. Robert is my best friend. We go 

bowling together. Sometimes we don’t get along but we are still 

friends. 

I work at McDonalds. I make sundaes. I also clean the counters. 

I also make apple pies. I like working there. 

I enjoy riding horses. My brother’s horses are named Rhonda, 

Moon and Cocoa. Moon is my favourite horse because he is all white. I 

like to drive my brother, Tony’s, four-wheeler with him. It is exciting 

and makes me feel free. My brother is knocking down his farmhouse 

today and is rebuilding a new home. 

My favourite holiday is Christmas. The special food that we enjoy 

at Christmas time is lasagna and rack of lamb. We usually celebrate at 

my sister’s house. I enjoy opening presents. I like what I get. 

I like coming to Frontier College to learn to read and write to get 

my license.   

I like country music a lot. I also enjoy watching the “A-Team” 

because they make things out of scrap material. 
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ALDO FUTURE LIFE 
 

When I am old, I will be married. I want a large reception. I 

want to have sex to have kids. I will live with my wife, Terry Anne, in 

our apartment. 

In the future, I will own a big house by the lake. I will put on a 

wet suit and go scuba diving. I will have a big party with my family 

and friends. We will also go golfing. I will learn to water-ski by myself. 

 I also plan to play tennis and buy a trailer. One day I will own a 

motorcycle and I will ride it by myself. 

I will also take a cruise to Italy. 
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ALASTAIR MCILHAGGA TREES 
__________________________________________________ 
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ALASTAIR MCILHAGGA AUTOBIOGRAPHY  
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ALASTAIR PAST LIFE 
 

I was born in Winnipeg. But my childhood memories were in 

Ottawa where I grew up. I spent time with my brother and my 

cousins. My relatives lived on a farm where we would play croquet and 

go for a swim in their pool. When I got back to town, I use to have a 

pillow fight with my brother.   

My favourite things were spending time with my girlfriend and 

spending three summers at camp. We would sit around the campfire 

roasting marshmallows and telling stories. They had water skiing, 

hockey, basketball and swimming. I would listen to my dad’s radio 

broadcasts on CBC radio. 

A best friend is somebody who sticks by you through thick and 

through thin. My best friend, when I was younger, was a girl named 

Lynda. We used to have a lot of fun together. We drove our bikes and 

went all over the neighbourhood at times. Sometimes I would call on 

her and she would be in the garage, trying on her mother’s old 

clothes. 

One of the happiest times I had was going to the summer camp. 

It was mainly a Jewish camp, so I felt just a little out of place. There 

were a number of activities such as canoeing, sail boating and water-

skiing. Water-skiing was the most popular. 

The happiest memory in my childhood was my twelfth birthday 

where I got my first tape recorder. The brand name was called 

Webcor. I was very delighted to receive it. I would be tape recording 
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just about anything, especially the radio and TV. I also had a cat that I 

enjoyed playing with.   

In the late 1980s, I worked for Parker’s Cleaners. The work was 

fast and furious and the heat in the plant was, at times, unbearable. 

The pay cheques were nothing to write home about. My next job was 

at a lumberyard that was a bit better. 

I used to play in a band. I played drums. We played our own 

music. The most difficult event in the past I had to deal with was my 

mother’s death. She was a nice lady. 
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ALASTAIR PRESENT LIFE 

 

And now, here in the present, I seem to have settled down. I 

enjoy being with my dad in my four-bedroom townhouse. On a hockey 

night, we would invite my brother over to see the game and have a 

barbecue.  My brother has a girlfriend by the name of Rita. She has 

had very bad luck lately. Her car broke down twice before and that’s 

just a couple of months ago. Rita bought a little dog, a boxer to be 

precise. The poor little dog almost had his eye scratched out by a cat.  

Most of my time is watching TV. I like watching the cooking 

shows. My favourite foods are chicken Kiev, pizza, hot dogs and 

lobster. The music that I like ranges from hard rock to mainstream. A 

CD that I got from “AC/DC” is called “Razor’s Edge”.  

I like to play road hockey and I also like to play tennis up 

against the wall in the parking lot.  My favourite TV shows are “MASH” 

and “All In The Family”. Both of these shows are excellent. In our 

family, we celebrate Christmas in the usual way, with a Christmas tree 

with all the trimmings, presents and all. And don’t forget the goose for 

Christmas dinner. 

At Frontier College I am learning how to pay attention and to 

listen. I come twice a week on Wednesday and I join the Men’s Group.  

This past March 20th, I celebrated my 40th birthday. My brother 

invited his friend Tony to the party and our ex-next door neighbour, 

Margaret, was there as well. For presents, I got a portable CD player 

and a nice gold watch. And to top it all off, for dinner we had lobster. I 

had the biggest one, the three-pounder. 

The one place in my home that I like to be in the most is down 

in my basement listening to my CD’s. It is very relaxing. The 

basement during the summer months is cool. We have a TV and a VCR 

that I can hook-up to my stereo and watch things in stereo. 
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ALASTAIR FUTURE LIFE 
 

In the future, I would like to be married and have children of my 

own. In the future, I would like to learn how to drive a car. As well, I 

would like to do more things with my brother. 

I would like to attend more sporting events like hockey, baseball 

and football. I would like to travel to England to see the sights and 

sounds of England, visit Big Ben and so forth. 

When I’m old, I will be married with four children. I hope when 

I’m older I will try to be more productive. When I’m old I will go to 

church more often. The main things I want to do in my life are to try 

to be a little more responsible and to try to get a little bit involved in 

things. I would like to share my ideas with other people and try to 

listen a little bit more. 
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AMY PETKO TREES 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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AMY PETKO AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
AMY PAST LIFE 

 

My name is Amy Suzanne Veronica Petko. My name means 

beloved. My mom named me. Of course I know my own mother. She 

is OK. She is a brunette. She is 52 years old and is short. She was 28 

years old when she had me, so I am 24 now. 

My family name does not mean anything to me. 

My birthday is December 21, 1977. It was a Thursday when I 

was born. I was born in the Queensway General Hospital. I used to live 

at 16 Donalbert in Toronto, Canada.  

My grandmother was born in November in Toronto and my 

grandfather was born on May 6, 1909 in Toronto. He died in 2000. He 

was 91 years old. My paternal grandfather is John Petko and he was 

born on March 22, 1922 in Czechoslovakia. My paternal grandmother 

is Mary Verus Petko. She was born on December 26, 1925. She was 

born in Czechoslovakia.  

They never told me any stories about when they were alive, 

about their lives, however my mom and my aunt told me stories about 

them and what their lives were like. I cannot remember much.  

My mom is Susan Lorraine Gilmore Petko and my dad is Frank 

Michael Petko. They were born in Toronto. My mom was born on May 

27, 1953, and my dad was born on February 13, 1954. They were 

brought up in Toronto. They attended York University and that’s when 

they first met. My mom went to Webster Elementary School and my 

dad went to St. Michael’s Elementary School. He was an altar boy and 

my mom was a candy striper.  
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My parents are really lots of fun to be around, but not all the 

time. They are really special to me because I love them a whole lot 

with my heart. They are kind-hearted and carefree and easy to talk to 

and be around. My parents are teachers and they teach at two 

different schools. My dad teaches Latin at a high school named Michael 

Power/St. Joseph. My mom teaches at St. Cecelia’s Elementary School 

grade 3 and 4. 

My aunts and uncles are auntie Betty, auntie Pat, uncle Paul, 

uncle Stephen and uncle Johnny. Auntie Betty is my favourite aunt 

because she is fun to be around and easy to talk to. She is a lot of fun. 

I have two younger sisters, Sara and Lisa. Sara was born on 

June 9, 1980 and Lisa was born on November 11, 1981. Right now 

they are 22 and 21 years old. 

When I was five years old, Sara and I used to share a bedroom.  

One day, when I was making strange breathing noises, Sara went to 

wake my parents up and told them I was making “weird noises”. They 

took me to the Sick Kids Hospital and they put a tube down my throat 

so I could breath. My sister Sara saved my life. 

I used to take lots of “interesting things” when I was younger. I 

used to take swimming lessons with my sister Sara and gymnastics. 

I miss going to school. I used to like playing with my sisters. 

I did not like it when I heard that my grandmother died.  

Through my teenage years, I use to go through teenage crises 

and growing pains. I also had tons of fun hanging out with my friends 

and doing stuff with my family. 

When I was in high school, I took a class called co-op and I took 

a number of different co-op placements. I used to work in a school, a 

library, a hotel and a theatre. It was tons of fun. I met a lot of friends 

there. 
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I did not have many mistakes in my life. 

I am good at everything in my life like typing on a computer, 

sign language, swimming, communicating, reading, writing, filing, 

copying things down and putting things in alphabetical order.   

My life was happy and I was a busy little girl growing up. I 

remember doing a lot of things with my sister, such as sharing a 

bedroom, going to Brownies, taking swimming lessons, playing 

outside, colouring, watching TV and visiting grandparents in Kingston.  

My first communion was a special event for me. I was very 

happy to share this day with my family and friends.  

I used to like having sleepovers and going on field trips with 

school. I usually like it when I would come home for lunch and my 

parents would be there.   

I also listened to my music all the time.  

The most favourite place I have been to was Saltzburg because 

that’s where the Sound of Music was filmed. I sang for the bus tour “I 

Am 16 Going On 17’’.   

When I first started volunteering at Silvercreek Nursery School, I 

ended up at the Airport trying to find my way there the first day. I 

never arrived at the nursery school that day. First I got the bus and 

ended up at my dentist. Then I took all these Mississauga buses. I had 

to pay double fare after which I caught another bus. I was starving but 

I had no money left. I walked once around the mall and took another 

bus to Kipling station. Then I called home and my mom picked me up.  

Boy she was mad and she was really worried. 
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AMY PRESENT LIFE 
 

Now I still like to keep busy. My favourite activities are 

travelling, music, reading and cooking. I also enjoy sports. I am on a 

baseball team. As well, I am on a swim team.   

My values are my family, my memories.  

I like pets because I have Calvin my Persian chinchilla cat. He 

gives love.   

My parents are still the most important people in my life, but I 

also have other family members who are close to me, like Auntie 

Betty. She is my favourite aunt because she is easy to talk to and to 

be around. 

My best friends are Jennifer, Kim, Jamie, and Sarmad. We laugh 

and go to the malls and movies. I have tons of friends. I do have tons 

of fun with my friends   

When I have a moment to myself, I enjoy watching soaps (bars 

of soap) and videos. As well I enjoy going to malls (or balls), 

restaurants, operas and musicals. I like songs from musicals like the 

“Lion King” and “Mamma Mia”. I also attend church and frequently ride 

the TTC buses. 

Frontier College becomes very special to me because I continue 

to learn and grow and to meet special people. 

My advice to kids is stay in school, be yourself, and believe in 

yourself.  
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AMY FUTURE LIFE 
 

My dreams are of being famous and pursuing a career on the 

stage and singing professionally. I would like to move to Studio City 

and live with my favourite soap opera cast of “Passions”.  

I wouldn’t mind living in a mansion and having tons of money. I 

would be served by maids and servants. I would be married and have 

a family of my own, have twins. I would enjoy cooking, and having 

parties and going on vacations.  

Above all I plan to write a book on living with Down’s Syndrome. 

I would also like to work with deaf kids teaching them how to use sign 

language and taking on responsibility and being supportive.   

This will bring me satisfaction and freedom. 
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ANDREAS PRINZ TREES 
________________________________________________________ 
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ANDREAS PRINZ AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
________________________________________________________ 

 

ANDREAS PAST LIFE 
 

My name is Andreas Johann Prinz.  I was born in 1974 in 

Toronto. My birthday is July 10. When I was a tiny boy I lived in   

Mississauga. I liked it there. I liked the scenery, the beautiful trees 

and flowers. I shared a room with my brother, Martin. I had a double-

decker bed.  

We lived near a great shopping plaza. They had a pet store with 

rabbits in a cage. My brother Martin and I went to see the rabbits a 

lot. In kindergarten I learned how to spell, and I got my first crush on 

a girl named Carla.   

My school, St. Gregory’s Elementary School, was a big school. I 

liked it there. There were lots of nice teachers. I used to like going to 

the assemblies because I liked to see all the students. One of my 

happiest memories at St. Gregory’s school was when I met a girl who 

was in love with me. Carla had blonde hair and blue eyes.  

I had neighbours named Dominic, Gary and Bonnie Evans. They 

had a son named Jason. Jason liked hockey but I never got along with 

him.   

Then we moved to Etobicoke and I had my own room.  

Before I went to high school, mom and I went on a trip to 

Germany. We saw a statue in Bremen of the Bremen Town Musicians. 

In high school I acted in many plays. My mom always came to 

see the plays at the school. I also acted in plays at Young People’s 

Theatre. One of the plays at Young People’s Theatre was “Jerry”. I 

played the drunk guy and it was fun. 
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I went to Hamilton-Wentworth school board for a tour of schools. 

I listened to a seminar about integration of people with disabilities. 

One day I would like to write a script about people with disabilities. 

My mom took me to the ballet, the symphony and the opera and 

musicals like “Mamma Mia”. We also went to Stratford to see a play 

written by Shakespeare.   

One time I acted in a play called “Once upon a Mattress”. Mom 

came to see me. 

When I was little, my mom took me to Florida. I loved walking 

on the beach with my mom. We went swimming in the ocean. The 

waves were so big they knocked me over and my mom helped me up.   

One of my favourite things to do with my mom was shopping. 

We shopped for food, clothes and musical stuff like oldies music.   

My mom was a great cook. She cooked the best wienerschnitzel. 

She made ice cream on Sundays. We had ice cream floats, yum. There 

was coffee with ice cream in a float. She made the best soft boiled 

eggs. 

The most wonderful places that I have visited are Cuba and Walt 

Disney World. Cuba was a nice tropical place with good singing. I also 

exercised with a senorita. The ocean was salty and I went in to swim. I 

enjoyed the scenery and the coffee drinking. I went with my mom to 

Cuba. She loved that place because she loved the sun and the 

animals. We saw flamingos with one leg up.   

Walt Disney World was really big. It was wonderful going on 

rides like the Rockin’ Roller Coaster and the Tower of Terror with my 

mom. We saw how they made the movie “Indiana Jones And The Last 

Crusaders”.   

These two trips remind me of warm memories of my mom. Oma 

and Opa are my grandparents. They lived in Germany. They died many 
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years ago. I only met them once when I was travelling to Germany. 

Uncle Fritz is my dad’s uncle.   

My favourite moment in my life was being with my mom. She 

taught me everything I know. 
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ANDREAS PRESENT LIFE 
 

I feel that volunteering is not enough for me. Auditioning is great 

for plays and you do it until you get the right part. I like acting in plays 

like the bedroom scene. You have to try really hard to do the best job 

in auditions because if they see you screwing up in your performance, 

they won’t acknowledge you. They will kick you out. Most directors are 

not nice. Like for instance, directors see you come in and they only 

give you a minute and then they make noises and interrupt. All you 

can say is within your character, “Look you’re making noises. You are 

not looking at me. You are making me nervous.” If the director’s 

talking back to you and he says, “You are out of character”, you can 

say, “I am not out of character. I am in character.” If they won’t 

accept that, you just walk out. That’s the best thing you can do. You 

just stand there and you think that I just have a disability.    

I have the same struggles with acting that I had with my mom.  

It was really hard to do that because they didn't accept me for who I 

am. They just accepted my disability. I walked out. I was hurt. What 

would happen if they were me? What would they do if they had a 

disability? 

I feel that people look at my disability, rather than looking at 

me. That is wrong. They should respect other people and their 

opinions. Opinions mean whatever you think about a subject. 

I want to keep on doing cooking classes at the YMCA I want to 

learn to cook at George Brown College. I want to try that one at 

Frontier College. 

I want to start watching myself and watch what I eat. I eat too 

many sweets. It’s like going to the movies. I buy popcorn and juice. I 

do not go crazy. My dad’s always making a big deal about going to the 

movies. I wish my dad didn’t make such a big deal. 
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Let me give an example: Don’t get overwhelmed if dad gets on 

your case. Watch what you’re doing. Don’t go to the movies all the 

time. 

Skiing is good, downhill or cross-country. Skiing makes you feel 

good. Skiing gives you energy. You can go up to the hills and ski. You 

can find those ski ladies that you can go for. 

I like music. I enjoy the Backstreet Boyz, Britney Spears, Nellie 

Furtado, S Club 7 and Great Big Sea. I enjoy musicals like “The 

Phantom of the Opera”, “Joseph”, “Mamma Mia”, “The Lion King” and 

“Tommy”. 

My apartment has a bedroom, a living room, two bathrooms and 

a kitchen. It is on the fourth floor. It also has a balcony. From the 

balcony I can see a swimming pool. My apartment is important to me.  

There I can be responsible. It is the key to my new life. 

It’s good to have friends when you’re down. You can talk about 

your problems. A best friend is someone who likes to talk to me.   

Cathy has known me since I was a little tyke. Cathy is one of my 

friends. Patrick is one of my friends. Dennis is one of my friends. Even 

David and Bob and Ron are my friends. 

People in my life right now are Aldo, David and Maryanne. They 

are my friends. We have good conversations together. We talk about 

my mother.  

Joey is someone from Frontier College. He talks to me about the 

meaning of hockey. He has a great smile and good sense of humour. 

Dee is also from Frontier College. She taught me to lift up my heart 

and about the meaning of death.  

Cathy has taught me how to stand up for myself and about 

boundaries. She has taught me about appropriate behaviours. Emma 

is a woman who has taught me to learn from my mistakes and how to 
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correct things. Rebecca is a role model to me and she teaches me how 

to control my circle. She teaches me how to speak out about myself.   

Martin is my brother. He helps me to make friends. I wish he 

spent more time with me. I miss him and I get frustrated. Julie is my 

tutor. She helps me with my reading skills and writing skills.  

On July 10, 2002 it is my birthday. I want the Backstreet Boyz 

and S Club 7 to come to my party and sing “Happy Birthday” and other 

songs. I want to order pizza, Coke and other drinks. I want to swim in 

a pool. I want to dance and sing.   

Being part of Frontier College makes me happy because I have 

lots of friends who like me. I can say my feelings and people help me 

out. 

Listening to my dad talk about my mom makes me feel sad 

because talking about death is painful in my stomach.   
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ANDREAS FUTURE LIFE 

 

I would like to get married. The single life is so bad. No fishes in 

the sea. It’s all chaos. I want to try something different. I want to be 

open and honest and confess my feelings to a girl. You can’t eat a 

doughnut until you know what’s sweet inside. You’ve got to wait for 

the honeybee if you want to get some honey.  

I would like to write many plays. If I write a script, it would be 

based on a story, the story of my life. It could be a bedroom scene. I 

would like to make a big book of my scripts. 

I want to travel to Miami, Hamilton, Hollywood and Paris. I would 

like to travel to S Club 7’s house or place. I would love again to visit 

Cuba to see lots of trees and Cuban girls. I like the idea of Hawaiian 

senoritas and trees, birds and animals and relaxing in a hot tub. 

I would like to write more poetry as a way to help get my words 

out. It’s like singing a song without music. I’d like to write a poem 

about my mom. It’s different without music. This would get my 

feelings out. 

I’d like to be in a swimming contest. My ambition is to swim a lot 

and lose weight. Swimming will also make me more relaxed through 

exercise. 

I don’t see Martin any more. I’d like some more time with him.  

We can try to fit time in with his work schedule. We spent more time 

together before my mom died. 

If my dad passes away I would like my circle to help take care of 

me. I would like them to help me show my dad that I am responsible. 

I would like people from Frontier College to help me get to know 

myself and help with my writing skills. I would like to read better.  

Being with friends is important to me, without being emotional.  
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When I’m old I will like a dog and cat living in my apartment. 

If I could dream I would have a girlfriend who likes me for who I 

am. I would want respect for all people who are different. I want to be 

a role model to other people out there who don’t understand people 

with disabilities. I want to become an actor on Broadway. I want to go 

to Broadway. I want to go to Miami and make movies down there. 
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BOB STARR TREES 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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BOB STARR AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

BOB PAST LIFE 
 

When I was a little boy, I lived in Kingston. I lived in a house not 

an apartment. I liked it. We played. My sister Noreen was born in 

Toronto. My brother Howard was born in Kingston, like me. My Dad 

was an accountant. Mom stayed home to take care of us. 

We had a big backyard I used to play in. The big backyard had 

lots of flowers and trees. We had a picnic table and lots of chairs. I 

used to play there with my dog, Debbie. We don't have Debbie any 

more. Debbie was black. We played in the sandbox. Mom was nervous 

to let us go outside because she was afraid we would get hurt in the 

traffic. 

When I was a little boy, I remember I got lost in the mall. I was 

scared, but my mom found me. I went to Camp Reena in Huntsville. I 

went swimming in the pool and the lake. I cut grass and painted the 

dining room white. 

  When I was working there, I helped to dig up the garden. Then 

the girls planted the vegetables, tomatoes, celery, cucumbers and 

parsley. When it was my day off at camp, we went into town to cash 

our cheques. We went to movies, bought chips and went grocery 

shopping for camp. I enjoyed working at Reena because it was a nice 

camp and I got paid. Somebody bought the camp. 

My Mom was a great cook. She made roast beef, chicken and 

sometimes potatoes. Sometimes we bought ice cream cake for 

dessert.  
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BOB PRESENT LIFE 

 

Now my favourite food is Chinese food. Too bad the doctor says 

I can't eat Chinese food any more. 

I like to travel. I like to travel by TTC everywhere. My favourite 

spot is Yorkdale. I go to Yorkdale on my own. I go to movies there. It's 

cheaper there. I went to the Promenade last night. It is all the way up 

Steeles Avenue. I went by myself. 

I live in a one-bedroom apartment. It has one bathroom and 

hardwood floors. 

I like the service in the apartment. The superintendent is nice. 

He paints the apartment inside and the whole floor. He takes better 

care than the other superintendent. 

I have a TV and stereo, a table and chairs, a microwave, couch 

and chairs on a rug. In the bedroom, I have a bed, two dressers and 

medium-sized cupboard. 

There's one big standing lamp in the living room. I play tapes on 

the stereo. My favourite music is the Backstreet Boyz. 

Tonight I will stay home and take it easy in the apartment. 

I went to the wax museum. I didn't like it. I went to Casino 

Rama. I went with the whole apartment. We took travel buses. We got 

a free lunch. I lost all my money. Everybody came back with no 

money. We went last Sunday. We go back next January. Once a month 

the apartment committee plans something. 

I used to work at the Baycrest Workshop. I did not feel good 

working there. The pay stunk. They did not pay us minimum wage. 

That's why I quit and now, I work for my brother. I do shipping. I get 

paid minimum wage and I feel better about this. I need at least 
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minimum wage to buy groceries, pay rent and a get a Metro Pass and 

for spending on movies. 

I enjoy playing baseball for team Reena. I caught the ball. 

Tonight we are rained out. 

My favourite festival is Passover. Everybody gets together. We 

have seven people in my family. My sister's name is Noreen and my 

brother's name is Howard. My mom's name is Toby and my dad's 

name is Nathan. For Passover we go to my parent's house in 

Willowdale. We have a special dinner called a Seder. We tell a story. 

We say prayers and sing songs. We eat matzah. It's special because 

my family gets together. The only thing I don't like about Passover is 

eating matzah. It's also during the spring and I like spring.  

I enjoy coming to Frontier College because I learn to write and  

meet other people like Ron.  

A best friend helps me to write, brings newspapers for me, 

laughs with me. He is funny and friendly. He's nice to help me write on 

the computer. I feel good when he's around. I'm happy that he is 

back. When he was away I sent him a fax to ask him to come back.  

He is very smart. He talks to me about Jewish holidays and we write 

about them. His name is Ron. 
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BOB FUTURE LIFE 
 

When I'm older, I want to travel to Israel where I will see 

Jerusalem and the Dead Sea. 

I hope to live in Florida and visit Disney World.   

I want to be sitting outside, playing baseball, gardening, 

swimming, drawing and playing with my nieces and nephews. 
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CHERYL KELMAN TREES 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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CHERYL KELMAN AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
CHERYL PAST LIFE 
 

My full name is Cheryl Kelman. I was born on January 20th 1953 

in Toronto General Hospital here in Toronto. I am a Canadian. 

I don’t know what my first name means but I was named after 

my grandmother. I don’t think my family name has a special meaning. 

I knew my grandmother. She died when I was about seven years 

old. She was a very kind and helpful person. 

My grandparents were born in Poland. I can’t pronounce or spell 

the name of where they were born and I don’t know when they were 

born. They were living there during the war and they hid in the 

country. They were short of food and money. They were still young 

when they left Poland and came to Canada. My parents were born in 

Canada. 

My father’s name is David Kelman and my mother’s name is 

Molly. My father says he is 85 and my mom is about 82. My dad had a 

big family. My mom’s brother was born in Poland but she was born 

here with her two sisters. The eldest, Belle, died in her 70s but Symmy 

is living in Thornhill still. My parents are kind and helpful to me and we 

go out a lot together. My father is retired now but used to work in real 

estate. My mom is also retired. She used to work at Diet Workshop 

around St. Clair. 

My aunts and uncles used to take me out to parks and on trips 

to their condominium in St Petersburg, Florida. We had lots of fun but 

they sold the condominium a while ago so we don’t go to Florida now.  

They are all my favourite relatives. 
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I have one older brother Steven in his 50s, seven years older 

than me.  He was very funny and told me jokes and took me out when 

we were kids. He lives on Bathurst and Eglinton, so I see him a lot and 

he still tells me lots of jokes. 

I was very shy as a child and I used to hide sometimes when 

people came to visit. I don’t do that now as I enjoy being with 

company. 

I didn’t have a real nickname though I was called Sweetie or 

Honey-bunch or Darling at times. I have been in special schools all my 

life. I like Frontier College because I am doing reading programs here 

and at the Reena program at Bathurst. 

I liked skipping, bowling and singing in the choir. I still sing in 

the choir. I used to play the drums and I took drama classes, 

horseback riding and skiing when I was younger. 

My favourite toy, as a child, was a monkey. 

The happiest memory of my childhood was when I went out 

walking in the park with my parents. I saw the ducks, robins, crows 

and a lot of Canadian geese. I also saw flowers, roses, violets and 

tulips. I remember going for lots of walks when I was a little girl and 

when I was a teenager. 

A best friend is someone who keeps your secrets. Sometimes 

best friends sleep over at each other’s houses. My best friends were 

Gail, Francine, Linda and Jeffery. We went ice-skating, bowling, 

skipped rope and had sleepovers. 
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CHERYL PRESENT LIFE 
 

I want to continue to enjoy my exercises and continue with my 

yoga in the library at Bathurst and Lawrence. I want to walk in the 

open air to Yonge and Eglinton. I want to go to the bank, drug store 

and grocery shopping then talk to my friends outside. 

  Beatrice is my support worker and I want to help her clean my 

apartment, grocery shop and go out for coffee or dinner with her. 

I would like to be healthy, which is why I do my yoga exercises. 

I have to diet all my life and Beatrice and my mom and dad are 

helping me. I just lost five pounds. 

I like to give clothes to Goodwill and Crippled Civilians. As well, I 

give money to the Reena Foundation, which helps people to get jobs 

and have a better life. 

I hope to live in the same apartment and not have to move 

because I am very comfortable there. 
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CHERYL FUTURE LIFE 
 

I would like to go to California to see my aunt Minnie, my 

cousins Gary and his family. I also would like to go to Las Vegas with a 

friend. I’d like to gamble and see the shows there. With my friend I 

would like to go to Greece to see the pyramids, the churches and some 

plays. 

I’d like to win the lottery. Then, I could give to charities, travel 

to California, Las Vegas and Greece with my parents. 

In the future I’d like to go to a lot of places in the city. I’d like to 

see plays and movies. I’d like to visit the Art Gallery of Ontario to see 

their exhibits. I would enjoy going to the Exhibition at the C.N.E. 
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DAVID BOOKER TREES 
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DAVID BOOKER AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
__________________________________________________ 

 

DAVID PAST LIFE 

 

In my childhood it seemed like I was different from my four 

sisters and one brother. I was always off to the side and in my own 

world. My sisters and brother thought I was weird. Now we have less 

time for each other. It seems like everybody is busy. But we try to 

meet on holidays. Sometimes I would go into my bedroom and play 

with my small toys. They were miniature cars, trucks, trailers, and 

trains. I would lay them out on my bed and put them in different 

places on my bed. I would imagine going to different places in my car. 

My favourite was a Mustang. I liked to set up my small towns and see 

all the other towns and places. I was happy when I saw new imaginary 

places. 
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DAVID PRESENT LIFE  
 

Debbie is my sister. There is never a dull moment when Debbie 

is around. To me she is my inspiration. We can talk for hours and 

laugh. Debbie is quiet and shy. 

Diane is my sister as well. She tries to keep the family together.  

She tries to plant the tree but as fast as she gets it planted it always 

seems that the forest ranger changes the plan. She is like a sacred 

person to me. 

Sharon is my sister, too. Sharon likes to garden and likes to 

motivate the family to do lots of family traditions. She encouraged me 

greatly to go back to school. I am glad I listened to her. lf I hadn't 

listened to her, I wouldn't have accomplished what I have today. 

Sandra, my fourth sister, is like me. She is quiet. We don’t 

spend enough time together because her life is very busy. She wants 

to get out of the “fast lane” and spend more time with her children and 

extended family. This will be a challenge for Sandra but it would be 

great if she can do it. I would be happy if she just tried. 

My brother Donny always says that he likes to spend time by 

himself but it is impossible because his “angel” is always watching over 

him. Donny has tried to change his life many times but he feels as 

though he is stuck in the mud. He feels as that every time he tries to 

fill the hole, it just seems to get bigger. Donny hopes to fill the gap so 

that he can block the past, move forward, and never look back. He 

should follow the light and he’ll be all right. 

When I go back to my apartment I can turn the world off. I can 

turn to my inner self and I like to put my gospel music on and I like to 

clean my apartment it makes me feel joyful. In my apartment I live on 
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the first floor. I have lived on the main floor. It is a new experience for 

me to live in the west end. I would like to build my own cottage in a 

place where there’s lots of green. There are a large variety of apple 

blossoms.  

I like some quiet place so I can work on my computer and study. 

I like to go out for a long walk and my favourite parks and 

cemeteries around the city. It makes me feel relaxed. I like to see all 

the trees and the flowers. Sometimes I think I am looking forward to 

the long days of summer so I take long walks. On the weekend I 

experienced a weather bomb. Driving was very fearful. I was driving 

with my brother and sister-in-law and we saw cars swerving into 

ditches. Trees were blowing and the snow was whirling around. On 

Sunday it was very windy and cold. Some people like to go see the 

river at the old pond. At all old and new places, I like to see all the 

forests in the city. I like to see all the parks in the Toronto area. It 

looks likes a winding road to you and me. 

Sometimes I like to look forward to going to see other natural 

places out side of the city. The day is like a river in the summer time.  

It is a long journey. It is like some of the days seem longer. The trees 

and the flowers along the forest zig zag. A long tree looks down on the 

mud. The flowers are sagging. A winding path is out of control. The 

forest is like a zig zag.  

I like to experience more on the computer. It seems like a 

winding path. Sometimes it seems like I don’t know whether it’s the 

computer or me. I am not going to give up. Right now it seems like 

the river is impossible to cross but the long nights and days show me 

that it can be done. 

The activityI most enjoy is reading because it makes me feel 

that I have a better understanding. I would like to learn more of the 
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Bible. Music makes me feel like a bird with wings so I can fly across 

the earth. Some music is like a journey. It seems like it can’t be done 

but some people try to dissuade you saying, “Why are you thinking 

about music taking you on a journey?” Music either guides you or 

confuses you. Cooking makes me feel relaxed in my kitchen because I 

take my time and the meal tastes better. 

I like to go along the peaceful forest to see what the earth is all 

about. Sometimes I like to go for a coffee with my friends at the Tim 

Horton’s. Sometimes I like to talk on the phone to my friends in the 

evening. Sometimes I like to wander through cemeteries because it 

makes me feel at peace. 

On a nature walk in Hamilton, I slipped and just missed falling 

ten feet down a cliff. My shoes got caught in between the rocks and 

saved me. A couple of days ago, I was introduced to poetry by my 

tutor, Rob. He showed me poetry on a website. I didn’t know that 

poetry had nature in it. I like to go along the Don Valley bike 

route. It brings joy to my heart. I enjoy the scenery of the 

Don River. It is something that you should go to see. It is a 

nice space to go and see. 

 

 



“TREE OF LIFE”, INDEPENDENT STUDIES 2002 53

DAVID FUTURE LIFE 
 

I want to live surrounded by nature. Travel to the Rocky 

Mountains. Have all my family around me to sit and have some food 

and casual drinks. I want to have lots of friends to listen to hymns 

with. 

I would like to have a dog and a cat and some small animals. I 

would like to do some fishing and hunting when the days are long. And 

walk forever in the woods. 

I would enjoy looking at nature for a long period of time. 

Sometimes I would like to sit on a rocking chair and listen to the 

sounds of nature. I would like to go on my veranda early in the 

morning with a cup of coffee and watch the sun come up over my 

garden. 

This tree represents me. When I look at this tree, it is an old 

tree. This tree sheds some light for me to look upon and see what was 

missing. That tree almost told me that there is hope for me after all. 

The days are going to be a struggle and the nights are going to be 

long but this tree inspired me to live again. It shows me the joy of life. 

I thought it could not be done. 

  The tree was discovering nature all over again. 

I would like to see the government help the people get more 

jobs. To see people go forward. I go downtown and I see people 

sleeping on the street more and more it seems. It makes me feel like 

there is no hope. 

I would like to work in a fruit stand. I would like to learn how to 

drive a car. I like to work on the computer sometimes. I would like to 

walk people’s pets. Someday I would like to go down to the Don River.  

I would like to walk along the Don and see all the debris gone. See the 

river looking natural, tranquil, and peaceful once again. 
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When I get old I would like to travel on a train so I can see all 

the beautiful colours that nature has to offer. I like when the spring 

comes. I like to put my winter clothes away to get ready for the 

summer. 
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DIETMAR PANNIER TREES 
____________________________________________________________ 
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DIETMAR PANNIER AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

DIETMAR PAST LIFE 
 

     When I was a kid we used to visit a family called the Krugers during 

the summer. They were friends of my family. We used to visit them at 

their cottage near Warshago.  

     The Krugers have two sons, Wolfgang and Helmut. The Kruger 

boys were fun to be around. They would pick me up on the wooden 

diving board and put me in the river. (I was wearing a life jacket.) I 

used to fish off the wooden dock. I never caught any but I enjoyed it 

anyway. I also used to climb trees. 

     When my parents were on a week’s holiday we all stayed at the 

Kruger’s. The Krugers were friendly to everybody. We would go on 

boat rides along the Severn River, which was fun. The only thing I 

didn’t like were the mosquitoes.  

     The Krugers are gone now. I miss them. 
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DIETMAR PRESENT LIFE 
 

     In October of 1999, my support worker Andrew Adams took me to 

Frontier College for the first time. I started going to Monday night 

classes with Elaine. We did math, reading and spelling. Jackie 

Campbell was my tutor for over two years. Jackie helped me to read 

better. She spent a lot of time with me. Jackie was a fun person. I had 

to stop coming on Monday evenings because my work schedule 

changed. I miss her. 

     Now I’m coming to Frontier College on Wednesday mornings at 

10:00 a.m. I’m in a group of about twelve learners. We are writing 

about our past, present and future. Coming to Frontier College is a 

good way to meet people. We have a party at the end of each term. 

     I am also attending a Men’s Group, where we talk about making 

our own decisions, personal appearance and experiences. I enjoy 

being in the Men’s Group. I am interested in what other people say 

and they listen to me. 
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DIETMAR FUTURE LIFE 
 

     In the future DVD will replace VHS. I would like to get a DVD 

burner to transfer my videotapes. I have lots of videotapes. You can 

get a DVD burner now but they’re very expensive. Maybe in the future 

the price will go down and I will buy one. There are DVDs I would like 

to buy, especially of old musicals. I would like to buy a new TV, when 

the old one breaks down. It would be bigger and have square corners 

and stereo sound. 

     I would like to continue bicycling in the future. I worry about the 

city getting bigger and the country smaller. New houses are being built 

everywhere and the farmhouses and barns being torn down.  

     The new Sheppard line subway will make it easier for me to get to 

work. Maybe in the future it will go out to the Downsview station. The 

Yonge line might go north to Steeles. It would make it easier to get 

out of the city. 

     I would like to live in the country because it’s quieter out there. I 

could go swimming more often. In the winter I could go ice skating 

and cross country skiing. It would be nice to live in the Kruger’s 

cottage but I think it’s sold. I would like to live in a small town.  

In the future I want to keep my job at Loblaws till I’m 65 years old.  

Maybe I’ll retire at 67 or 70, it depends on my health. 

   I’ll ride my bike, walk, skate, swim and cross country ski to stay in 

shape. 
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DOREEN TOHN AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
DOREEN PAST LIFE 

 

A day at the Skydome: Last season I went to the Skydome to 

watch the Toronto Blue Jays play the Anaheim Angels. When we 

arrived the Blue Jays were doing their stretching exercises. I enjoyed 

watching them. 

My favourite Blue Jay players are Raul Mondesi, Carlos Delgado 

and Roger Clement (when he was with the Blue Jays, but he is now 

with the New York Yankees). I wore my Blue Jay shirt, white pants and 

my 1993 World Series jacket. We ate hot dogs, tortilla chips, Coke and 

hot chocolate. We were given noise-makers by the Blue Jays. I bought 

a new Blue Jays shirt and hat. It is time to get a new jacket. 

It was fun driving through the crowd. Faune helped guide me. I 

was looking for Blue Jay Birdy but he has been replaced by two other 

mascots. I tried to get a game ball and have my picture taken with 

Raul and Carlos, but Faune said they couldn’t during the game. 

We were all cheering for the Blue Jays to win. Raul hit a home 

run but the Blue Jays lost 5 to 2 anyway. I enjoyed the game but I 

was sad that the Blue Jays lost. We stayed at the game until 11:00 

p.m. when the WheelTrans bus came. I was the last one to get my 

bus. 

A day at the Toronto Maple Leafs and Boston Bruins hockey 

game: Last year, I went to the hockey game at the Air Canada Centre.  

I went dressed in a Maple Leaf jersey #23, which used to be worn by 

one of my favorite old-timers, Eddie Shack. Everybody told me that I 
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should have worn my Bobby Orr (#4 Boston Bruins) shirt so that we 

could all remember that he played for Boston. 

This was not a very good game as Boston beat Toronto 4 to 0.  

This is one thing that we all have to remember: that Boston beat 

Toronto in the last regular game of the season. We were all cheering 

for the Leafs but it was one of their worst games of the year. Hopefully 

the Leafs learned a lesson from this game and play better in the 

playoffs, especially if they end up playing New Jersey Devils in the 

second round. 
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DOREEN PRESENT LIFE 
 

On my birthday, May 22nd, the people who support me in my life 

got together to listen to my story and help me brainstorm my goals for 

my future. At first everyone was invited to say something about me. 

This is what they said. Doreen is: happy, smart, determined, upbeat, 

funny, generous, helpful, fun, likes painting, beautiful, likes to learn, 

loves cookies, great spirit, likes computers, likes the Maple Leafs, likes 

the Blue Jays, loves chocolate, patient, likes dancing, makes time for 

people, friendly and positive. 

Here are some things I want to work on now in my life. 

 Work: I have the chance to use a headset in the telephone room 

at the Ontario Federation for Cerebral Palsy. Cindy could let me test 

out her phone from home. Contact the Goodwill about their training 

programs. Linda could help me look into my options through the SID 

program. 

Housing: Get help filling out applications and getting on waiting 

lists; ask for help in order to find out what options are available; Paul 

could get me a Goldcrest application; I could visit homes that I would 

be interested in living in. 

Relationships: Join clubs, groups and events with people who have 

the same interests; join a mouth painting class (the Mouth and Foot 

Painters); talk to Anne Abbott about any ideas that she may have; 

continue my participation in the clubs and groups that I am already in; 

go out more often; use the Internet as a way to talk to others; Susan 

suggested that I go to Frontier College more often; when I move into a 

new home I could join activities that they offer; in order to visit my 

family I need more staff support for overnight stays. 

Rights: Talk to Tim, Cindy, Christina, Paul and Clarence when I 

have rights questions and learn more; attend rights workshops; get 
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help from someone in order to read through literature about my 

rights; develop a list of advocates. 

Community: Use SID and other friends in order to find more info 

about the activities I am interested in: keep being tutored by Maxine; 

get help filling out programs applications; talk to others about their 

ideas and possible contacts; go to more events at Frontier College. 
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DOREEN FUTURE LIFE 
 

Doreen’s Planning Event: There are a number of goals that I 

have set for myself and for my life and these are the basis for this 

gathering (Doreen’s planning event). My objective is to formulate my 

goals and to work with you so I may achieve them. I hope to discuss 

some specific dreams, one by one and brainstorm about which steps 

are necessary in attaining them. We will then discuss what skills and 

support each person here can share with me and begin to define the 

specific roles we can all play. I appreciate the time that you have 

taken out of your schedules to be here today and would like to thank 

you for the support that you have already provided me with. I look 

forward to working together with you and feel confident that I will be 

able to achieve my goals with the support of my family and friends. 

Brainstorming and plan of action: What are my goals and what 

support do I need in order to achieve them? 

Employment: I want to further improve upon my computer skill 

and continue learning more about this technology. By doing this I will 

also be better prepared to look for a job as a switchboard operator. I 

understand that I will need to be retrained in this area of employment 

and am looking for ways to access such instruction. 

In order for me to reach this goal I need people to assist me 

with finding places that offer both training and employment options 

and opportunities. I also need to develop more computer, reading and 

spelling skills. 

Housing: As a long-term goal I am interested in finding my own 

apartment and living independently. In order for me to do this I need 

to acquire the necessary skills. I require some assistance defining what 

skills I need to have and finding ways to develop them. I also need 

some help exploring the housing options that are available to me. I am 
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aware of the fact that achieving this goal may take a while but I am 

willing to face the challenge. I also need to have freedom, privacy and 

independence; live in Toronto; live on my own in a one bedroom 

apartment; move out of where I am at Baycrest; move into the new 

apartments at Baycrest; and have an apartment with 24 hour 

attendant care. 

Relationships: I am determined to build stronger relationships 

with my family and friends. I also want to meet new people and 

develop new relationships. 

Rights: I want to learn more about my rights and determine 

which people can help me with advocacy issues. To achieve this goal I 

need help researching and accessing the information resources that 

are available. Also, I need to establish a list of people whom I can 

count on for support if ever I need assistance with advocacy.  

Community activity: I am very interested in participating in more 

community activities. Specifically, I would like to join an art class in 

order to learn more about mouth painting. Also I want to take courses 

that will help me develop my reading and spelling skills. Overall, I am 

not satisfied with my level of community involvement. 

The above mentioned activities are of great interest to me and I 

would like to become further involved in all of them. However, these 

are not the only activities in which I would like to participate. I feel 

that I need some assistance exploring the options that are available to 

me. Furthermore, I believe that I need some help actually becoming 

involved (i.e. registering, etc.) in these programs and courses. 
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EDWARD UYEYAMA AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

EDWARD PAST LIFE 
 

 

I was born in Toronto, Canada in 1957 at St. Michael’s Hospital. 

I am Japanese Canadian. My parent’s names are Shigzu and Wally.  

They were born in Japan. When I was a baby, my mother held my 

hands to help me learn to walk. She changed my diapers, too. 

Sometimes I cried all night. My dad read books to me when I went to 

bed. I liked it when my parents helped me. 

When I was a boy I liked the Japanese Festivals. I liked the 

dancing and the drums and the food. In the summer, I liked to swim in 

my pool with my sister Carol and my brother Ken. I have one brother 

and two sisters. When I was younger I liked to listen to rock and roll 

music. I used to play card games like Concentration with my brother 

and sisters. 

We had a small swimming pool in the backyard where I laughed 

and splashed all afternoon with my rubber ducky. Our next-door 

neighbour, Mrs. Anderson, enjoyed watching us. I moved five times in 

the 1960s. A long time ago when I was younger, I liked to go walking 

in High Park to see the animals in the zoo. My favourite animal was 

the buffalo. We had family picnics with my aunts and uncles and my 

cousins in the park. 

I remember one funny birthday. I was 11 years old. My mother 

played a game with me. She hid my birthday cake under the table and 

everybody laughed. We wore blindfolds and played pin-the-tail-on-the-

donkey. 
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My family had a vegetable garden with tomatoes, cucumbers, 

zucchini and lettuce. Sometimes I helped to water the garden. I like 

vegetables. There are many vegetables that have such beautiful 

colours. I like colourful gardens because they are beautiful. 
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EDWARD PRESENT LIFE 
 

I am getting ready to go to the Japanese Festival. I stay in a 

hotel for two days in Niagara Falls, Ontario. I go with my mother and 

father. They have dancing and a museum. I take the pictures. After 

playing games outside I come in to eat a lot of fantastic food. I am 

going on a holiday for three days to Buffalo, New York. I also like to go 

to Whitby. 

  In 1988, I moved in to my own apartment. I live by myself. I 

like living in my apartment. I have one bedroom and bathroom and a 

living room, kitchen and laundry room. I have a TV, computer, sofa, 

coffee table, dinner table and chairs. In my bedroom, I have a TV and 

a radio. I have two telephones in the kitchen. I have a microwave 

oven and a fridge. I have pictures of my family in my apartment. As 

well, I have a picture of Jesus Christ and horses. 

My family has grown up now. My mom, Shigzu, and my dad, 

Wally, are retired. My sister Carol is married and has moved to her big 

house in Ajax. Ken is married and he has two sons. He lives in 

Toronto. My sister Karen, the baby, is not married but she has a 

boyfriend. My dad marched in a marching band in 1965. I was 10 

years old. 

A best friend is someone who spends time with me going to 

movies, going shopping in the mall, going out to coffee shops and 

restaurants. Friends meet my family and go for walks and listen to me 

and like me. David B. is my best friend. Sometimes, he comes to see 

me and we have dinner together, watch movies and sleep overnight.  

David helps me out when we go shopping. He phones me everyday. 

He is a nice guy. Irene is my friend, too. We go out for coffee and she 

phones me, too. 
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I go to school at Frontier College to learn to read and write. I like 

the Monday night workshop. I am interested in the world wars and the 

Korean War. My father was in the army a long time ago. 

I like to listen to the radio stations. I enjoyed 1050 CHUM and 

any kind of music. My favourite foods are food from different 

countries. I like the Caravan Festival. 
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EDWARD FUTURE LIFE 
 

When I get older, I would like to become a great photographer. 

Then I would photograph people in different countries. 

In my free time, I plan to grow a garden with daffodils, tulips 

and vegetables. I will also walk around High Park and visit the zoo. 

I will swim a lot and when I’m at home I will cook tasty meals 

such as Japanese pancakes, cabbage rolls, soups, pizza and home 

made sandwiches. 

I will also spend more time shopping with my sister Carol. On 

top of that I plan to volunteer with Meals on Wheels to help out.  I 

would like to spend time at the community centre playing cards and 

chatting with people.  
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IRENE HATOS AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
IRENE PAST LIFE 
 

 

My name is Irene Juliana Hatos. I was named after my 

grandmother. I did not know my grandmother, but I heard that she 

was a beautiful person. She died before I was born. My grandmother 

lived in Hungary. I saw my grandmother in a picture. My family name 

means number six, just my last name from my father’s side of the 

family. I was born on September 7, 1957. I was born in Toronto, 

Ontario in a Hospital. It is called Toronto General Hospital.  

My nationally is Hungarian and I speak a bit of it. No, I don’t 

know where and when my grandparents were born in Hungary. No, I 

didn’t know my grandparents. I never met them, so I don’t have any 

stories about them or from them.  

I was told when I went to school for my first time I started to cry 

because I was scared and I was picked on at the day care centre.  

When I went to Hungary with my mother, we stayed at my aunt’s 

place. It was so hot that my mother said, “I don’t know if I can stay 

here. I am going back home. You can stay.” So, I did everything I 

could do so she wouldn’t go back home. I gave her a cold face cloth 

and make her as comfortable as I could. My mother said afterwards, 

“No, I won’t go home. It’s too far. We just got here.” It was about 

eight hours to get there.   

I don’t know the full names of my parents. My parents were born 

in Hungary and brought up there, too. My parents were nice and 

loveable and still are. My mother and father worked. I don’t remember 

what kind of work they did. My favourite aunt and uncle were Frank 
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and Sara. They make me feel comfortable and happy when I saw 

them. I use to get money from them instead of gifts.  

I have two sisters and one brother. My sisters are Eva and 

Margaret, and then Joe, my brother. They were born in Hungary. Two 

were born in July and the other in November. No, I don’t remember 

when they were young and funny because they were out a lot. My life 

was sad and happy at times. At one time I was forgotten at a day care 

centre, and I was the last one waiting for my brother or sister to pick 

me up.  

I did not see my parents enough back then. I miss my father. He 

has passed away. I looked like a small girl with a short hair cut at 

times. I was happy and other times I was very sad and serious as I 

was growing up. When my brother or sisters teased me I started to cry 

or I would to say something in Hungarian and they would laugh at me. 

Some teenagers were good and bad. There was one girlfriend I had in 

high school and she was a troublemaker, and we missed class one 

time.  

I started working after high school when I was 16. I was a 

general helper in clothing stores and warehouses. I worked at Time 

Life and Sears warehouse. It was hard at first. Then I learned how to 

do things when they showed me. Sometimes it took me three or four 

times to show me before I understood. People called me names and it 

hurt me. After, I didn’t do so badly. I started to learn about reading 

and writing, how to look up information about things, and not to be 

scared any more. I have become independent.  

When I was told about something in my family, and not to tell, 

that’s when I used to get in trouble. I often would forget things, too. I 

just learned not to say things to other people so they could trust me 

again. I felt left out of my family at times. 
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I remember one place near Casa Loma. We used to live there. I 

didn’t have a favourite room, but I guess it could be my bedroom. I 

was shy and quiet. I lived with my family until I was 12 years old, then 

my parents broke up and I lived with my mother until I was 30 years 

old. Then I moved in with my first boyfriend. I was a very sad child. I 

was by myself in my room often. My sisters and brother were out a lot 

from what I remember. 

When I was 12 years old, my dad and I went up to a lake to see 

his friend Bill and we went for a boat ride. When we went to 

Musselman’s Lake I went swimming. I also got sunburn. I was with my 

family under the tree and still got sunburn. I was lying on my stomach 

in our station wagon because my back was so burned. 

Once my family and I went to Centre Island and we had a picnic 

lunch. We ate chicken and cucumber salad it was good and I loved it. 

When I was young I went to camp with my sister. I remember when 

my sister went in the lake, she got bitten by a crab. 

I had to sleep with one of the girls at camp because there were 

not enough beds. So I got wet from the girl who peed on me. We 

played games and we went swimming. One time when I was a child I 

went up north to a cottage with my godparents. They asked me what I 

wanted for my birthday and they gave me a toy. It was a cash 

register. It was one of the best gifts I ever got. 

I had a teacher when I was in public school. I remember that 

she was pretty and nice. One of the things I liked about her was she 

always asked me to help her rub off the blackboard, hand out papers, 

and take the attendance sheet to the office. I was shy when I was little 

and this helped me to feel good about myself. Now that I look back it 

makes me feel like I have more confidence in myself because of her. 
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I had no nickname when I was young. I went up to grade 12 

basic and college. My favourite subject was the cash register 

classroom in high school. The subjects I hated were history, science 

and geography. I liked to play with my dolls and play hide-and-seek. 

My favourite toy was my cash register. My saddest time was when my 

uncle died and I could not go to the funeral. I was very sad. They lived 

in the States.   

My parents taught me to be nice to older people and have 

respect for them. They also taught me to be home before dark when I 

went out. My father told me, “As you get older you get wiser.” My 

mother taught me not to spend money on things you don’t need and 

to save. I remember my sister was special to me. I just wanted to be 

with her. I found her funny to me.   
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IRENE PRESENT LIFE 
 

A best friend is a person who you can trust. They help you 

through tough times. They are there for you when you need a friend. 

Also they care and like you. They give you a chance to give your 

thoughts on other things. I know a person who I can trust, who cares 

for me. They make me happy and make me feel good about myself. A 

person who is feeling down on life, that’s not good. They are negative 

and that’s how you become like them.  

I want to learn how to sound out the letters better by myself at 

home. I’m trying to improve my spelling and writing. I’m helping 

people to do the same right now. I’m trying to learn how to deal with 

people in my life and also in my building. 

I enjoy coming to Frontier College and being with everybody in 

my class. My family and friends are also important to me. Church is 

also important to me. It makes me feel good. I currently live in my 

own apartment and I love it. In the past I would have never guessed 

that I would have my apartment. 

I love to walk and it is good exercise for you. I also like bowling 

and swimming. 

I think my strengths are when I say “no” in a nice way and I try 

to help other people with their problems by listening to them. I am 

proud that I have my own apartment and I know how to cook food. 

Also I can read better, too.   

My deepest values are I believe in God and He believes in me. I 

have grown close to Him and I feel good about myself, too. I feel 

happy when things go well in my life and in the lives of other people I 

know. When I am feeling sick, in pain, or my mother is sick, this is 

what makes me sad. I enjoy walking, reading, music, cooking and 

watching TV.             
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Hungary was the most wonderful place I have ever visited in my 

life because the places and houses were old and nice looking. Also the 

streets and people were nice and friendly. Plus it is my family’s 

country. It was part of my dream going there. I always heard my 

family talk about Hungary. I went with my mother in 1996.  

I live in a bachelor apartment. I live downtown Toronto on 

Davenport Rd. Some of the things in my apartment are a sofa, a lazy 

boy chair, my bed, a wall unit with a TV, coffee table, computer desk, 

and much more. The main colours in my apartment are blue and 

beige. In my apartment I feel safe and peaceful. My apartment 

belongs to me and I can invite who ever I want in and do what ever I 

want. 
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IRENE FUTURE LIFE 
 

My dreams are to help my friends and family, to become a tutor 

for Frontier College, and having fun as we are learning to spell, read, 

and write better. 

If I had to change my life over again, I would not be smoking 

cigarettes. I would not become close to people in my building like I did 

because they are mean to me now. I would move out of here. The 

advice I would give to children is not to start smoking cigarettes or do 

drugs at all. It is bad for you.  

In the future, I hope to be happy active and healthy. I dream of 

travelling to exotic places like Hawaii. I also want to volunteer at 

Frontier College. I would help to organize and assist with a women’s 

group. I would continue walking with my friends and talking. One day I 

would like to go and visit Ireland. It looks so beautiful in the book I 

saw.       

  I would like to improve my skills on the computer and learn 

something new every day. When I’m old I would like to feel healthy, 

strong, not be sick like my mother, and still to be active in my life and 

have good friends. I would like to read books, learn computers, and go 

for walks. I would like to live in my one-bedroom apartment on the 

sixth floor on Davenport Rd. I would like to try my flower 

arrangements again. 
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JOEY PAPPA AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

JOEY PAST LIFE 
 

When I was younger I liked playing in the park with my friends.   

Sometimes my family went to Crystal Beach. We stayed in a cottage 

with lots of bedrooms and couches. There was a small kitchen and a 

backyard. Now there is a zoo at Crystal Beach. It has changed since I 

was young. Now the rides have gone and houses were built. 

I use to like the bumper cars and the merry-go-round. We went 

swimming at the beach and picked up sea shells.  

We had barbecues, too. We cooked hot dogs, hamburgers and 

steaks. My dad cooked at the barbeque. 
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JOEY PRESENT LIFE 

 

I like to go shopping at Yorkdale Mall with my mom. My favourite 

store is the bookstore. I also like to buy perfume for men, for myself. 

Sports are important to me. Hockey and wrestling, in particular, are 

important to me and are my favourites. I am a big fan of the Toronto 

Maple Leafs and of Hulk Hogan. I watch them on T.V.  

I enjoy myself when I am spending time at home with my 

parents and brothers. I also have a pet. It is a dog and her name is 

Brandy. 

I live in a house in Toronto. It is a brown house and it has a nice 

backyard. My mom likes to grow flowers, plants and vegetables there.  

The living room of my house is my favourite place. My neighbourhood 

would be quieter if it wasn’t for the airplanes that keep flying over my 

house.   

A best friend is someone who helps you learn. My best friend is 

Dani. We went to the zoo together. We went to the Science Centre 

together. Dani and I laugh and tease each other a lot. 
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JOEY FUTURE LIFE 
 

I would like to become a professional sports news reporter on 

TSN. Then I could go to different games and events to interview my 

favourite players. People like Wayne Gretzky and Mats Sundin would 

become my friends.   

I would also like to own tickets to the next hockey playoffs. In 

my free time I plan to take art classes to create my own watercolour 

paintings.  

I would like to have my family around me.   
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KERRIE CHERNETS AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
KERRIE PAST LIFE 
 

 

I was born in Niagara Falls. I loved the house I grew up in, 

especially my bedroom. My dad gave me some beer and I liked it. 

When I lived in Niagara Falls, I had a big birthday party in the 

backyard. Lots of friends came over. There was cake. 

We had two rabbits. One was mine and the other was my 

sister’s. My grandparents came to Canada for Christmas in Niagara 

Falls. We had a big party. Lots of people came. Then I travelled to 

London, England to see Nanny and Papa. My sister and I would put 

Papa’s pennies in our eyes like glasses. 

I liked going to school. We played games. Then I moved to 

Toronto at nine years old. My younger sister Theresa was born in 

Toronto. The next major event was my parents separating. Sometimes 

I would go to my father’s for the weekend. Sometimes I would go to 

my father’s for Christmas and see my old dog, Heidi. 
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KERRIE PRESENT LIFE 
 

 

I go to Frontier College. I also volunteer at a vet. I enjoy going 

to a cottage, dancing at the Bamboo, going to movies, eating at 

McDonalds, and horseback riding. Alix, Cathy, John, Liz, Suzanne, 

Kimberly and Janelle are my best friends. They are in my support 

circle. We talk together about problems. I like to visit John and his 

family and have supper. He also has one puppy and one cat. 

I live in an apartment building on the fifth floor. I clean my 

apartment, do my laundry, water my plants and keep my apartment 

neat. I live at Eglinton and Yonge Street, beside Tim Horton’s. I like 

living there, but sometimes it is noisy. I like to stay up late and watch 

the news on TV. Sometimes I fall asleep watching TV. 
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KERRIE FUTURE LIFE 
 

I would like to buy a farm with two horses, one dog and two 

cats. I want a family with one husband and one foster child. I would 

live in a four-bedroom house with a large backyard and a barn. I will 

attend college to learn more about taking care of horses. In my spare 

time I will go to the cottage with my friends, Cathy, John, Lach, 

Audrey, and we would go swimming and for rides in the speed boat. 

I also dream of going to Australia in the future, but I’m not 

looking forward to the long plane ride.  

At times I will also help my mom.  
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LYNN SYMONS TREES 
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LYNN SYMONS AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

LYNN PAST LIFE 
 

It is my name, Lynn Symons. I was not named after anybody 

else in my family. My last name is special because it is my family 

name. I was born on March 16, 1963. I was born in Toronto General 

Hospital. I am Canadian. I don't remember much about my 

grandparents. My parents are Margaret and John Symons. They were 

brought up in Cheam, Surrey, England and Launceston, Cornwall, 

England. 

I remember camping a lot as a child. I remember thunderstorms 

while we were camping. We would have many campfires and sing 

songs. We would sleep in a trailer in our sleeping bags. We played 

cards and Scrabble. I loved to swim and play on the beach. I 

remember once, my brother was driving and we ran out of gas. We 

called for a tow truck.  

What is the happiest memory in my childhood? I went to the 

coast of England and while I was there I went swimming. My dad had 

a hard time getting me out. I also remember a young man who taught 

me to ride a tricycle.  

I went out for a walk. It is a nice day and a wet day. I took a  

bicycle ride to my corner store. I spent time with my parents and my 

brother and sister on a kayaking ride through the water. I went 

swimming in the warm water.  

I had a great childhood! Being a kid was fun! 
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LYNN PRESENT LIFE 
 

I am getting older. I would like to be with my friends and family.  

I will go out for lunch with my friends and family.  

I work at Centennial Infant Child Centre, Briton House and 

Surrey Place as a volunteer. 

When l started my work at C.L.C.C. Britton House, Coffee Shed 

and Best Buddies, I enjoyed them. I won a volunteer service award for 

all my hard work. At home, when I put the front burner on instead of 

the back burner, I burned my three fingers. I am going to “Mamma 

Mia” and out for dinner.   

Christmas is my favourite holiday. I go to church, give gifts and I 

love a turkey dinner. I went to my sister’s for Christmas dinner. 

I listen to music, the Backstreet Boyz and Shania Twain.   

I swim for the Ontario Special Olympics. Jamie is my head 

swimming coach. 

My family includes my parents, my brothers, David and Robert, 

and my sister, Trina. Mary Waxman helps me solve problems. Richard 

and Mary are my uncle and aunt.   

At David Cass’ house, 86 Belsize Dr., we cook with Hazel 

Newton.  I help with the coffee hour at Christ Church Deer Park. My 

favourite eating places are the Pickle Barrel, the Subway, and Thai 

Magic. 

I cook stir-fry chicken and vegetables, sausages and eggs. I like 

to watch “Law and Order” and “The Cosby Show” on TV. 
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LYNN FUTURE LIFE 

 

I am getting to be older and I will respect myself. I will take my 

friend out for lunch. She listens. I will talk to my friends. I would like 

to learn more math, reading and spelling at Frontier College. I am now 

wearing a Frontier College t-shirt.  

I will take a challenge. 
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MARK TENCH AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
MARK PAST LIFE 
 

The happiest memory in my childhood is when I flew in a F-18. I 

was six. The people looked like ants. The heavy planes go upside 

down. The pilots wore blue uniforms, helmets and goggles. They can 

wear anything on their feet and big hats. Heavy planes have big wings 

and big wheels. 

I was brave around the heavy planes. The sidewinders are 

different colours like blue and gold. I was the co-pilot. They practiced 

in the summer. I enjoyed the summertime because the heavy planes 

practiced. They go upside down and the pilots don’t get sick. 

I use to go to St. Mary’s school. I was crowned as the prom king 

and went in a limousine with a few pretty girls.    

As a child, I enjoyed going to the park and playing with Pilar, my 

dog. I saw fireworks and enjoyed baseball, hockey, fishing and 

horseback riding. I liked to go to museums, the ROM and plane 

museums.  
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MARK PRESENT LIFE  

 

Last year I moved into my own apartment. My place has heavy 

ceilings and the walls are white. My kitchen is quite good. I feel 

comfortable in my house and I especially enjoy playing good airplane 

games on my computer. I have freedom. I watch TV. Nobody nags 

me. I have lived on my own for a year. In my apartment I enjoy 

watching the Blue Angels movies, playing Mario, listening to rap music, 

really all kinds of music. I am a bat man. I have a bat house made of 

wood. I hate cleaning my house so I’ll get a pretty girl to clean my 

mess in a French maid’s outfit.  

I have my birthday dinner every year with my family. I go to 

four air shows a year. My hobbies and collections are cars and car 

shows. At my last car show I sat in the front seat of a Mustang. I 

drove a virtual car. 

I enjoy going yearly to air shows in Buffalo and also enjoy going 

on trips to Niagara Falls. I have worked at the YMCA for the last six 

years.   

On Sunday I got a reptile. It’s a salamander named Spot. He’s a 

brown colour. He has a long tail, big eyes, big mouth and he eats 

crickets and bloodworms. I keep him in an aquarium near the window 

with rocks, sticks and water.  

I like a few girls – Shakira, supermodels and Buffy. I like girls 

because they are pretty and I make them laugh. I buy magazines and 

I find pictures on the net and print them out.  

I like Mary because she’s funny, nice and patient with me. I also 

like Debbie because she’s funny. Sometimes she jokes around with 

me. The pretty ones are tough. 
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I like playing baseball with Cathy, Tyler and Lauren. We play in a 

big field in the park in the summer. 

I go to Frontier College. I learn to spell, read, and write. I have 

friends there. Sometimes we go out for lunch, work on the computer, 

and we all learn about each other. 

I work at Roger’s. I just work at the big store and stack movies. 

I wear a uniform. It’s just a shirt. I have fun there. I like to work but I 

hate cleaning my apartment. 

I saw nine Snowbirds at the air show in Niagara Falls. There 

were fumes and small planes. And they are loud. There are so many 

different colours, smoke, a few heavy tents, a lot of people, 

photographers and guards. I took pictures. I liked it at the air show. 

I want a roommate. I want Shakira as my roommate. If I can’t 

have Shakira, I’ll move in with her and be her tour manager. I want to 

move out of Toronto and live on an Island with Shakira, just the two of 

us. The weather will be sunny all the time, so she’ll wear a bikini and 

I’ll sing to her all day.  

I never want to live at home again because it’s boring. I watch 

movies and go swimming and sailing. 

Sunday for fun, we went to the air show in Niagara Falls. We saw 

B-2’s, F-14 Tomcats, F-18’s (two of them) and a super Saber. They 

were doing tricks like lines, barrel rolls, flying high and hovering. We 

had a drive that was quite good, two passengers plus a driver. At 

Niagara Falls, they had a gate there. The Air Force base is where they 

have the heavy planes. We had to drive a long way. It took an hour to 

get there by car.  

I like to collect books on planes and pretty pictures of woman. I 

also have a lot of clothes with Blue Angels on them. I like to look for 

books of bats and reptiles.  
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My street has a lot of construction, like shaking. You have to 

cover your ears because of all the noise. My street isn’t that noisy at 

night. I hear the kids playing on the street during the day. When I go 

out on my balcony I see everything like big planes, birds, and the 

sunset. I see and hear thunder, lightning and the rain.   

I watch TV. My favourite shows are cartoons. I like movies about 

planes. I like the movie, Spiderman, because there was a lot of 

fighting, and he saved a pretty girl. There were bad guys in the movie. 

I like car shows because I go there with my dad and friends 

sometimes. We walk around and look at all the old cars. We take 

pictures of all the cars. My favourite car is the Subaru because they 

have big wheels. I also like the Mustang because it has heavy doors, 

big wheels and it’s a racing car. I like to sit in the front seat. We had 

fireworks last night on the balcony. There where different colours of 

fireworks. There were reds, greens and blues. 
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MARK FUTURE LIFE 
 

Some things I want to do in my life are to go sailing and learn to 

fly an F-18. I would like to work in a pet shop and own a pet male 

lizard. I might like to become a singer and try snow boarding. I would 

like to get married some day. When I am old I will be a pilot and I will 

fly a F-18 and visit people. 

If I could travel anywhere in the world I would go to Florida. I 

will go to Alaska and I will fly there. Another dream I have is to own 

and drive a Subaru. I am interested in learning to take pictures of 

planes. As well I would like to learn to make coffee.   

If I could travel anywhere in the world I would like to go to 

Florida, just for a vacation. That’s all. I’d like to go to Disneyland and 

ride on the Dragon Fire, Tea Cups and the Peter Pan boat. I’d like to 

see the animals in a petting zoo, like goats, lizards in the reptile cave, 

and ducks. I’d go with my dad, and we’d drive down and go for dinner 

in a fancy restaurant. That was the first time I got sunburn in the 

Florida heat and we stayed in a hotel, in Folia. On the vacation beach 

they have fast planes, heavy planes. I will go to Alaska and I will fly 

there. 
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MARY ANNE BROWNE AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 

MARY ANNE PAST LIFE 

 

I was born in Kingston, Ontario. When I was a baby I wore 

diapers and I was in a crib. I fell down the stairs and cracked my 

gums. I had to put ice on it.   

When we moved to Toronto I had a pink room. I liked it.  

Raggedy Ann, Andy and Clowny were in the room. 

I went to a special school. I learned math and writing. I had 

friends there.   

My birthday is on December 10th. We usually have a birthday 

cake and lots of presents. 

One time my brother, Michael, called me “sweetheart”. My 

brother Michael has two children named Corinna and Christopher.  

Their mom is Rosa.   

My brother Robert lives in Ottawa and they have three children 

named Marlene, Steven and Tom. Robert comes sometimes on Friday. 

I went to France on a pilgrimage. I met Celino. Patsy, Mary Jane 

and Amy came with me. 
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MARY ANNE PRESENT LIFE 

 

My room is pink and purple. I moved on Thursday. The students 

painted my room. I like living at Simpson. I live with Loretta, 

Stephanie, April, Gillian and Greg. 

I like to listen to the radio. I like to listen to slow music. 

Sometime other people listen with me. I listen to the radio in the 

morning.  

Every Friday I go with Michael McKenzie to L’Arche. We wash the 

soup molds and put them on a screen to dry them.   

My mom and dad always pick me up on Friday and bring me 

back on Sunday. On Saturday of this week I had breakfast while my 

mom had a bath. I made the bed then we went shopping for new 

shoes for me. We went to McDonalds for lunch. On Sunday my mom 

and dad and brother John and I went to church. After church we went 

to the Golf Club for lunch. I had coffee, toast, eggs and bacon. I liked 

it there.   

My parents are Thomas and Peggy. My parents are very nice.   

I like to travel. I just got back from two weeks vacation in 

Germany. I went with Amy, Andrea, Colleen and Val. We visited Dido 

who used to live at Mortimer where I use to live.  

I volunteer doing laundry on Tuesday morning. On Wednesday 

and Thursday I go to ARC Industries. There is no work there, so we do 

nothing but sometimes we do writing. 

I go to Frontier College on Mondays. I go on the subway by 

myself. I do lots of writing. I like to come to Frontier College because I 

like the people.       
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MARY ANNE FUTURE LIFE 
 

In the future I would like to stay in my new home. I will always 

make my bed and put my clean clothes out and then go down for 

breakfast.  

I would like to spend time with April and my other friends. I 

would like to walk down my street on Simpson and back by myself. 

I would like to spend more time with Matt. I would talk to him 

more. 

In the future I would like to go in a large plane to Germany.   
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MATT MACDONALD TREES 
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MATT MACDONALD AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
________________________________________________________ 

 

MATT PAST LIFE 
 

Matt’s happiest childhood moment happened when he was five. 

In a cookie or no-cookie situation, he boldly took his first steps across 

the floor towards his goal. Kevin shouted out with excitement and 

hugged him, for the first time Matt knew he was free!! 

When Matt was little he was known as Matty but that name was 

short lived as Matt outgrew it. 

Matt was a serious but happy child who enjoyed playing with his 

brothers, Kevin and Lanny. Occasionally the playing led to fighting.  

Overall, Matt’s brothers were very nice to him. Matt has two older 

brothers. Matt, Kevin and Lanny were all born in Canada. Matt’s 

parents and grandparents are also Canadian. Matt’s grandfather fought 

for Canada in World War 2. He served overseas as a tail gunner. Matt’s 

grandfather contracted malaria and returned home. He survived and 

Matt has met him many times. Matt reckons that he takes after his 

father’s side of the family in appearance and personality, but he has 

his mother’s eyes and good fashion sense. 
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MATT PRESENT LIFE 
 

Two of Matt’s best friends are Derek and William. Matt has 

known Derek for six years and together they enjoy watching wrestling 

together and walking long distances. William and Matt have known 

each other for over ten years. William gave Matt an opportunity to 

show his intelligence by leaving him a note. Matt read it by himself and 

did what it said. 

He also had people over for many dinners, one of which some 

women ate without any shirts on. It was a fine meal indeed. 

Matt loves his apartment. It is his place to live, relax, think, 

entertain friends, eat, sleep and make plans. Recently, Matt 

redecorated his apartment. He chose blue paint for his bedroom and 

furnished it with a bed, sofa and dresser from Grandma. There is a 

beautiful big mirror. Matt’s not vain like his support staff. He chose 

purple for the living room. There is a window on the east wall to allow 

the morning sun to fill the room as Matt eats his breakfast on the 

three-sided table.  

He has a large television and a stereo with lots of CD’s. Next is 

the kitchen. Matt likes to stock his fridge with soy milk, a very 

delicious and refreshing drink. Matt’s staff have painted a large mural 

in the hallway. It’s a tropical mountain scene with birds in trees and 

fish in the ocean. It reminds Matt to plan for his next trip south. It is 

nice for Matt to travel but it is also great to return to his comfortable 

home in Toronto.  

In the backyard there is a picnic table. Matt likes to sit outside in 

the summer with a glass of soy milk and chat with the neighbours.  

Matt sees animals outside like dogs, cats, raccoons and birds in the 

tree. Matt’s house is close enough to Lake Ontario that he can walk 

there. Matt has a great apartment in a great city, Toronto.     
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On Matt’s birthday, he invited lots of friends to the Rhino. The 

Rhino is a pub on Queen Street, not far from Matt’s apartment. They 

have good food there. Everyone particularly likes the nachos. This year 

everyone sat in the big green room where they have a long row of 

tables and enough seats for all Matt’s guests. Matt’s mom and David 

came to celebrate. Matt’s friends Ron, William, Sandy, Derek and 

Sandra were all there. Madeline, Matt’s goddaughter could not come 

because of Toronto’s smoking by-laws. She is too young to be in a 

smoky bar. Linda brought Matt a nice red candlestick. Tim bought Matt 

a jazz CD. Too many wonderful gifts to mention here but Matt 

appreciated them all. Some people had Keith’s lager. Matt usually 

orders a beer at the Rhino as it usually goes well with nachos. Of 

course Matt also had a birthday cake.  

Some people call Matt “Chach” or “Chachi” after the “Happy 

Days” TV character. The reason for this is that Matt likes to pull his t-

shirt sleeves up to his shoulders, Chachi style. Matt likes this nickname 

because only the people who care about him use it. Matt likes “Happy 

Days”. 

Matt enjoys helping out with the cooking. Matt enjoys nachos 

and pizza with tomatoes, green peppers and pepperoni.   
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MATT FUTURE LIFE 
 

Matt’s ideal job would be to own a bar. It would have live rock 

music and pool tables for the customers to enjoy. It would also have a 

television for important sporting events. 

Matt would be an excellent boss as he has experience serving 

customers at Alternative Grounds and organizing, hiring and training 

his own personal staff.   

Matt’s pet of choice would be a kitten. He prefers cats to dogs. 

Matt also feels that he may become a vegetarian. 

Here are a few things Matt wants in his life. He would love to go 

on a trip to a beautiful warm place. In the fall, he plans to go to Cuba.  

He would like a job that pays good money and utilizes his abilities to 

their full potential. People will say that Matt Macdonald is a team 

player. 

He would like more freedom and opportunities to do things on 

his own. Now Matt needs assistance from friends and staff to go 

places. Matt would like some more CD’s. His favourite music is jazz but 

also loves rock, classical, dance and easy listening. 

Matt wants all the good things in life to continue, his home, his 

friendships, school and all the things he enjoys. 
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MICHEL BRUNET TREES 
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MICHEL BRUNET AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
MICHEL PAST LIFE 
 

I like to be with my brother and sister. I am the oldest in my 

family. We used to smoke a cigarette that we took from my Dad’s 

package. 

One of the most fun times in my life was when my brother and 

sister and I were kids. We liked to do fun things like playing tag and 

playing soccer. We would “play fight” when my mother left the room. 

We did not hurt each other or bruise each other because we were 

using pillows. Pillow fights were fun and Mom always came in and said, 

“stop that” but we kept on doing it.  

We used to make a fort in the backyard. We used to play 

Cowboys and Indians. We used to go for walks. We liked to see 

nature, all kinds of flowers and birds and stuff.  

I helped build the fort with nails and a hammer. We built a small 

fort. It took a couple of days. My brother and sister and I made it. It 

would fall down in the wintertime because of strong winds. We only 

made it one year. 

I used to go to school with my best friend. I called him Buddy.  

We shared stuff, like we shared lunch. We played basketball together.  

We played baseball together. We used to play jacks when we were 

kids. We would buy stuff like pop and candy to share. We used to go 

swimming and go to the movies together. 

We liked going out. We felt great. I had fun when we were 

together. We would go to the park to look around at the trees. We also 

watched the police on horses ride around the park. 



“TREE OF LIFE”, INDEPENDENT STUDIES 2002 109 

My childhood home was in Ottawa. I have one sister and one 

brother. We lived by the Rideau Canal; in fact we lived across the 

street from it. 

One time in Ottawa I got lost in the mall. I was looking for my 

Mom. I was about three years old. I was scared and crying. My 

relatives lived on a farm, where I went horseback riding. I loved going 

horseback riding. I used to go almost every weekend. When I was a 

boy, I would camp in the bush. I liked to roast marshmallows on the 

open fire. 

I went to Bright Hope School in Ottawa. I never learned anything 

there. Teachers would just look at you. I had one good teacher. She 

helped me a lot. We worked together in the summer. She taught me 

how to count numbers one to ten. When I was about ten I went to 

another school named Lawson. I actually stayed there. I took some 

upgrading in there. It was a special class, my sister went too but she 

didn’t sleep over like I did. It was a nice school. I had a nice best 

friend there and I also had a girlfriend there. It has since closed down. 

When I was young I would help my Mom mow the lawn. We had 

rose bushes. I raked the leaves in the fall. There was a lot more snow 

in Ottawa than there is here, so I was shovelling a lot there. The good 

thing about all that snow is that I could make snow forts. 

In the summertime, I liked to play ball hockey with my friends 

on the street. I went hiking with the Scouts. I still do work with the 

Scouts. We have planted trees for Canada, sold apples on Apple Day, 

made birdfeeders and birdhouses for sale and we sell firewood. Every 

year in June, we go camping in Oshawa. I really enjoy going hiking, 

seeing birds in nature, sitting around the campfire singing old songs 

and going to see the petting zoo in Oshawa.   
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MICHEL PRESENT LIFE 
 

Doug is my younger brother. Our main activity together is 

movies. Sharon is my younger sister. She is married and we don’t do 

much together. Toonie is my Aunt who lives in Ottawa. We stay with 

her when we are there. 

My Mother and I like to go to look around the countryside. My 

brother drives us there. 

My favourite animals on my Aunt’s farm are pigs, roosters, cows, 

horses and chickens. My favourite forest animals are squirrels and 

chipmunks because they are cute. My favourite foods are oranges, 

bananas and apples. 

I like nature and being in nature. I like flowers like lilacs and 

roses. 

HMV is one of my favourite stores. I like opera music the best. I 

listen to Pavarotti and Nana Mouskouri. When I listen to Pavarotti it 

makes me feel relaxed and happy. 

I live in a red brick house with ten other people. We get along 

great. My counsellor’s name is Paul. My neighbourhood has beautiful 

trees and flowers. My room is purple. I like to watch “The Young And 

The Restless” on TV. I usually make my lunch at night. I like bologna 

sandwiches. 

I like to go to the movies to check out interesting films. I enjoy 

being in the company of old friends and I also like making new ones.  

 At Easter our family gets together. I help make salads and I 

make the stuffing for the turkey. Lots of friends visit us. My brother 

brings my nephew over. I like to hide Easter Eggs for the young kids.   
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MICHEL FUTURE LIFE 

 

I would like to go to Ottawa by myself. I would take the train or 

a plane to visit my relatives there. I’d help out making breakfast. I’d 

learn at Frontier College to read and write and spell and learn how to 

count money. I’d get a job doing gardening and maintenance work.  

I’d add compost to make the soil moist. 

I plan to explore nature and to go bird watching in the country. 

I see myself doing a lot of things in the future. I still plan to be 

involved with the Scouts, but I also would like to spend time travelling.  

I will go to Ottawa to visit my family and I will also explore different 

places in Toronto. 

I will take my time walking around parks to see if I can spot 

some interesting birds. I will be a frequent visitor at the Metro Toronto 

Zoo and the Riverdale farm because I enjoy being around animals. To 

me, everything in nature is beautiful. I will be busy planting and 

looking at flowers, particularly lilacs. They smell so good! I also will 

put down grass seeds around the house, and when it grows, I will mow 

the lawn and take care of the grass, so it always looks nice. 
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ROBERT LESSER TREES 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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ROBERT LESSER AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
ROBERT PAST LIFE 
 

My mother was a storyteller. She made stories come alive in our 

imagination. I inherited that talent from my mother.   

One of my best friends was Fred. Fred and I hung out together 

sometimes at my place and sometimes at his place. One of the things 

we liked to do was to go to the movies.  

I remember going to my mother’s best friend’s cottage every 

summer until I was 30 years old. It had no electricity, one phone and 

a lot of books to read. There were two cottages on the lake and the 

rest was crown land. The government owned this land and they 

planted trees on it. We could go swimming at any time of the day 

whenever we felt like it. There were so many stars at night, thousands 

of them.  

They were pleasant memories and they taught me a lot about 

life. I learned to respect nature by taking more time to stop and smell 

the roses. It also taught me to slow life down for a little while when I 

feel that I am getting too busy. I learned that when I am rushing 

around I feel that I am shortening my life span, so slowing down helps 

me to be more aware of how life works. 

Because of my cerebral palsy some of my childhood was difficult 

and frustrating. Some of the kids would make fun of me. As a result of 

that, I was always reminded of my cerebral palsy and that made it 

seem bigger for me. They put a label on you, it sticks forever and they 

never let you forget it. 



“TREE OF LIFE”, INDEPENDENT STUDIES 2002 114 

When you are 14, you are looking for answers. Your parents tell 

you what will work. But this is only a skeleton of the blueprint of the 

whole idea. When I am older I will get wiser and I will understand life 

much clearer. My hormones won’t be going in five directions. I know 

that to fully understand what happens in life you have to go through 

the experience. When you think too fast, your mind is ahead of you.  

This is not good because you forget what you are doing. Our life 

should be lived in the moment. 

A long time ago, Mr. Dressup came to the group home where I 

work. He was a nice guy. I enjoyed his show. The kids at the group 

home liked him, too.   
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ROBERT PRESENT LIFE 
 

Today I spend my time doing volunteer work at several places. I 

go to Reena and Safehaven and do almost everything. I really am “Mr. 

Everybody”. I can fill in for almost anyone who works there. 

Sometimes people say, “I came with the house”. During July and 

August I volunteer at Summer Camp in Collingwood. The patrons have 

various disabilities and I do a lot of different chores when I am with 

them at the camp. I have been going there for eight years.   

I also attend Frontier College once a week. I go there to learn, to 

expand on my knowledge. I enjoy expanding my knowledge and 

learning different ideas. I hope in ten years time I have acquired 

enough knowledge to reach my peak. I enjoy Frontier College’s Men’s 

Group. It gives me a greater perspective on life. There are two 

thousand different ways to reach the same thing. 

Passover is a busy time for me. I work at the restaurant at 

Reena Foundation for eight days straight. I work peeling carrots, 

washing mushrooms and eggplants and as the dishwasher. These eight 

days are my busiest in the whole year. The people in my life right now 

are my brother Brian and his wife Norma. My niece Emma is very 

special to me also. Each one has a role in my life even if it’s not in the 

script. 

Recently, I went to my club at Café Reena. The facilitator asked 

for someone to volunteer to write things down. When no one 

volunteered I jumped right in. Like jumping in the deep end. I wrote 

things down the best I could and I was very surprised and victorious to 

discover that I did fine. I guess I have been holding myself back in 

spelling. Now I won’t do that any more. 
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ROBERT FUTURE LIFE 
 

In my future I would like to have family around me. Sometimes 

it’s not feasible so, sometimes you have friends who become your 

family. This happens a lot in life. I often hit it off with someone who is 

my friend and they become my extended family. It’s great that way. 

Sometimes it’s time for someone to move on. They give us what we 

need from them. We give them what they need from us. And we part 

knowing that what we learned was good. 

I love to experiment with playing the piano, and I will continue 

to play it for my own pleasure. I also like to read poetry.  

When one dream goes, another one replaces it. My future has 

yet to be travelled or conceived. I love to travel and go on holiday so I 

will let destiny decide. 
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RODNEY BEALS TREES 
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RODNEY BEALS AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
________________________________________________________ 

 

RODNEY PAST LIFE 

 

I was born and grew up in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia.  

A best friend is someone you can count on to help solve your 

problems. Robbie Grant was my best friend when I was eight years old 

in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia. We would go to karate classes together 

every third weekend. We would go fishing and clam digging. We went 

to school together at Ross Road Public School. We were too busy with 

schoolwork to chase girls. 

When I was young I was in the Sick Kids Hospital in Halifax, 

Nova Scotia for an operation on my appendix. The doctor was very 

nice and now the doctor is the Vice Premier of Nova Scotia. 

When I was seven I went away a lot. I went to group homes to 

give my mom a break. That made me feel sad because my grandfather 

passed away and I lost the whole world. He was my best friend. I still 

think that way. My grandfather’s name was Alfred Cain. He was 80 

years old and the first grandfather I ever met. I quit all my jobs that 

night.   

My happiest memory as a child is swimming at the boarding 

school in Nova Scotia. A favourite place of mine was my childhood 

house. Our house was blue. I lived there with my grandmother, mom, 

sister, and Dad. We were surrounded by trees and old 50's cars and 

bikes. There was a racing car set in the basement. The house was near 

an IGA. We went to the fairs in the summer. 
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I was 17 years old and the happiest thing that happened to me 

was Jack Dill phoned me and told me I was “Principal-for-a-Day” in the 

Bible Hill Training Centre. 

I moved to Toronto six years ago. I worked as a lifeguard and a 

chef in Nova Scotia.   
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RODNEY PRESENT LIFE 
 

I have lots of nice and capable people in my life: my mom, 

brothers Ashley, Geoffrey, Nigel; sisters Lois, Neval, Neicy; 

grandmother Luciel; uncles Calvin, Nickie, Boisy, Julie, Skippy: aunts 

Robin, Bubble, Ann; nieces Deandra, Kallie, Nadia, Simone, “Cupcake”, 

Valery; one nephew Corey and one godson Corey. I was an uncle 

when I was 14. 

I am really busy. I go to Frontier College every Tuesday and 

Wednesday. I play baseball, pool, swimming and karate. Karate is my 

favourite. I really like to cook. My favourite food is chilli.   
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RODNEY FUTURE LIFE 
 

My dreams for the future are to be rich and famous. I would like 

to travel a lot and visit England and Scotland and all the provinces. I 

would also like to live in different places in the world. 

I would like to be a grade 4 or 5 teacher. My friend Andrea 

would visit often. I hope I will be married and surrounded by friends 

when I get older. I will be old and gray and wiser, but I won’t have 

any wrinkles.   

I really want to meet Luther Vandros and his children.     

Some things that I would like to do with my life are become a 

lawyer, a judge and a private investigator. I would also like to coach a 

swimming team again. 
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ROSS CROCKETT TREES 
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ROSS CROCKETT AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
ROSS PAST LIFE 
 

Arthur Ross Crockett is my dad’s name. My name is also Arthur 

Ross Crockett. I have his name of course. My dad is a nice man. I was 

born on April 3, 1962. I am 40 years old. I was born in Canada. I am 

Canadian.  

Arthur Crockett and Peggy Crockett are my parents. They are 

nice and caring people. My dad used to work for the Bank of Nova 

Scotia and my mom stayed at home and took care of the house and 

children. I used to live in Rosedale.  

There wasn’t any subject I didn’t like. I liked playing cowboy. I 

had a cat sometimes. I cried as a child. 

When I was a little boy, I lived with my mom and dad and my 

sister Jane. We lived on St. Clair Avenue West in Toronto. My favourite 

room was my bedroom because it had books and albums. We lived on 

the 14th floor one time.  

One day, Robbie was feeling sick so I went to his place to watch 

TV and keep him company. I felt good. I took my dog, Hector, to cheer 

Robbie up. I used to decorate the tree with Christmas lights and I used 

to have Christmas in my apartment with my mom and my dad. I like 

getting gifts and buying presents. I liked to watch Lawrence Welk at 

Christmas. 
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ROSS PRESENT LIFE 
 

A place special to me is my house. It is nice and quiet and 

comfortable. I like to work in the garden. I plant flowers and 

vegetables. Then I water them with the hose. We used to have a big 

tree in the back garden, but it was cut down. There are lots of birds, 

and there were quite a few woodpeckers.   

I like to help a friend. Friends are someone special. Jamie is a 

special person. He is my nephew. We go to the park and we sit and 

talk. I play soccer with Jamie. It makes me feel happy. 

Meg Hutchison and James are my friends. They like to cook.  

They are very busy working in the house putting in a new kitchen, 

living room, bedroom and the laundry.  

They were working in the new home and are now settled. They 

like their new home. Meg Hutchison is working for a TV centre. James 

Cook is working at the Bay at Yonge and Queen Street. Rob Hutchison 

is working in Scarborough.   

I like to play baseball. If I play I would like to play second base. 

Swimming in the pool at the house in the country is enjoyable. 

I travel to Florida. I was swimming and playing tennis. I was 

happy in Florida 

Aunt Francis is my mom’s cousin. I like my aunt because she 

likes me. My sister lives in London, England. She has two little boys 

and one girl. I love my sister. Her name is Jane Carter. She is older 

than me.   

I like using the computer. I enjoyed math and writing.   

I love my grandparents. I went to Halifax to see my 

grandmother Crockett in the nursing home. She was in bed and she 

was talking to me. I love her.   
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The special thing about being in the country is that I am happy 

there.  We eat good cookies there. I go in the summer. Sometimes I 

drive the tractor and cut the grass. I like the people in the country. 

I want to come to Frontier College because I like it. I like to 

write and the group helps me. I am coming to the party on June 17th 

and I am going to bring my parents.     

I don’t like mice. The mice keep eating the food. I like to cook.  

As well, I like to play hockey.  
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ROSS FUTURE LIFE 
 

I would like to go to London to visit my sister Jane and her 

husband Christopher Carter. I would see my nephews John, David, 

Jamie and my niece Clare. I would like to play tennis. I would like to 

go shopping for groceries and buy a pizza.   

I would like to work in the garden. I would like to rest. In the 

country, I would carry some wood. I would like to stay longer at the 

cottage. I would like to read more books.    

In my life I would still like to go running in the country. I would 

like to ride a horse and go jogging. I would like to do some more 

writing. I would like to continue to go swimming in the pool. I would 

like to read more books. I would like to talk to my friends on the 

phone more often.  

When I’m old I will work in the country. I will rake the leaves. I 

will go swimming in the pool and drive the tractor. I’ll water the 

flowers. I will work on the farm and cut some wood. I will go to the top 

of the road and play golf with John and David. 

I would like to live in my own apartment.   
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