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Introduction 

Independent 
Studies had 
another wonderful 
year during 2004-
2005. We created a 
new program vision 
plan (right) and a 
new book for tutors 
(below left) and 
one for Frontier 
College staff. We 
also created this 
book of student 
work to celebrate 
the joy of learning 
in I.S. We hope you 
enjoy reading this 
book as much as 
we enjoyed doing 
the work. We are 
all very proud of 
the many kinds of 
work we do here in 
I.S. It isn’t always 
easy but as we like 
to say, 
Independent 
Studies can take a 
licking and keep on 
ticking – or, in 
more current 
vernacular, “we 
rock”.  And we plan 
to keep “rocking”: 
moving forward, 
adapting to our 
students and 
improving our 
program as we go.  
 
David Greig, 2005 
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Thanks to Cathy Berry! 
 
We want to bid farewell to our long-time and wonderful instructor, 

Cathy Berry. Cathy left Independent Studies for other work.  

 

You were the best, Cathy, and we all miss you very much!!!  

Please continue to be involved and come to our parties – you are one 

in a million. From the bottom of our hearts, thank you for everything 

you gave to Independent Studies!!! All your friends at I.S.  

 

 
 
 
Also a big Thank You to Oak Inn, Regina and Natalia! 
 
Thank you, placement students, Oak Inn, Regina and Natalia for all 

your help – especially with computers! You are incredible and we 

thank you so much for all your hard work! 

Cathy, you 
were always 
right at the 
heart of I.S. 
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Thank you, Staff! Welcome, Emma! 
 
 

 

 
 

We may be off the wall but we know how to run a great literacy 

program!!! Thanks to David, Susan, Angela and Emma!!! 

 

Emma! 
 
to her 
right is 
Angela 
and 
then 
Susan 
and 
David 
on the 
left 
-- and 
below is 
David’s 
dog, 
Jasper 
who 
intends 
to sneak 
into 
every 
I.S. 
book if 
he can! 
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Thank you, Tutors! 
 

 

 

 
 
We keep changing and you keep adapting – thanks for being so open 

and flexible and dedicated and wonderful. You are the strength of our 

program and we thank you for all that you do for I. S.!!! 
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Thank you, Students!  
 
 

You guys are the best!!! You’re like a work of art! 

 

 
Can you guess who these students are? (Some I.S. students are missing.) 
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Computer Class 

 

 

 
Natalia and Peter and Erica 

 

 
Michel and Barron 
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Robert 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Mats Sundin by Hor to Au 

 

 

 Mats Sundin is a popular hockey player who plays for the 

Toronto Maple Leafs. He was born in Bromma, Sweden on Feb. 13, 

1971. Mats Sundin started playing hockey when he was five years old.  

Sundin is 6’ 5” tall and weighs 231 LBS. He is one of the tallest players 

in the league. 

Here are some projects from students in the Computer Class. 
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Sundin who wears number 13 on his jersey, plays center and he is the 

captain for the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

 

Sundin is a bachelor. 

  

Career: Sundin has had a successful career playing hockey in Sweden 

and in Toronto. 

 

In 1989 Sundin was the first European player to be drafted 1st overall 

in the NHL Entry Draft. 

 

He was chosen by the Quebec Nordiques and played four seasons with 

them before he got traded to the Leafs on June 28, 1994. Sundin led 

the Leafs in scoring for eight straight seasons from 1994-2002. Then 

in September 1997, Mats became the captain for the Toronto Maple 

Leafs. In 10 of his 13 seasons in Toronto, Mats scored more than 30 

goals. The crowds cheered Sundin on Nov 30, 2000 when he scored 

his 200th goal as a Leaf. A year later, Sundin recorded his 500th point 

as a Leaf. His Swedish fans were proud during the 2001-02 season 

when he became the highest scoring Swedish player in the NHL 

history. 

 

During the 2003-04 season, Sundin tied for the NHL lead with 10 

game-winning goals. Sundin was named to the Eastern Conference All-

Star team. Sundin finished the year with 75 points. Mats Sundin was 

injured in Game 4 in the first round against Ottawa. Sundin missed 

four games before he returned in Game 2 against Philadelphia. Sundin 

had 9 points in 9 playoff games. 
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During the 2004-05 season the NHL has been on strike. It must be 

hard for Sundin not playing hockey right now. 

 

Sundin loved growing up in Sweden and goes back often to visit his 

family & friends. Sundin is proud about his country and it was a dream 

come true to play hockey for Sweden. When Sundin first came to 

Canada he had many things to learn but Sundin adjusted well. 

 

Sundin is an intelligent hard worker with an easy going personality.  

He is a friendly person and he appreciates when other people are 

friendly to him. Sundin is thankful for his fans. He likes to help others 

and he volunteers to help children’s charities. In his spare time Sundin 

likes to play golf and watch David Letterman’s Show. 

 

I admire Mats Sundin as a hockey player because he is young and has 

a long career ahead of him. Sundin has very good skills. He is a fast 

skater and he shoots hard. Sundin likes to drive to the net and he 

creates a lot of plays. He is a hard worker and a true leader who 

expresses how he feels to the team and helps correct mistakes.    

  

I admire Mats Sundin as a person because he has a very good sense of 

humour. He treats other people well and he helps children. 

 

How I Did This Project 

 

We wrote down lots of ideas to help choose a topic. 

Then I just decided on one topic. 

We went on the Internet and using Google we found information about 

Mats Sundin. 
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Then we made a plan of what to write. 

Then we followed the plan. 

We made 3 Drafts. 

We read over the final draft and corrected it. 

When I was happy with my project I printed a final copy. 

 

 

 

Study at Frontier College by Lynn Symons 
 
 
 
Friends  
 
My feelings 

What I learnt 

E mail 

Great experience 

Reading 

Writing 

I work at using a computer and internet for e mail. 

I work on a great experience and reading and writing. 

 

 

Study at Frontier College 

 

This is what I worked on with David Greig in the past. We worked on 

vowels, phonics and crossword puzzles. I have an address on a 

computer for E mail looking at my Internet messages. I went to the 

Library on my own on Wednesday. I checked out messages. I had a 

good time and it was a great experience. 
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It was useful to send my Christmas list to family. I work on 

AlphaRoute doing reading, writing, spelling and crossword puzzles. 

This study is a help to me on the outside of the college. 

 

In the future, outside the College, I will volunteer at Alternative 

Grounds. 

 

I make coffee and help with loading the dishes in the washer. 

University of Toronto campus residence is another place I work.  

I work at the Coffee Shed and I workout at Goodlife gym. I am at 

Frontier College now. 

 

Normally, I live on my own in an apartment in courtyard housing. 

 
 
 
 
Woodworking Project by Sane Stewert 

 
 

                                                                                                       
 

My name is Sane Stewart. I was born in Jamaica with a disability. I 

came to Canada at the age of 12 years old. I used to go to school in 

North York. My first time I saw someone make something out of wood, 

I was about six years old. I was living in Jamaica with my Dad. This 

was a woodwork shop next door to my house and sometimes I went  

there to play with the tools. I got to help with some of the sanding of 

chair legs and table tops. When I came to Canada I was in the sixth 
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grade. I made my first woodwork project and it was a little clock in my 

woodwork class. A year later I had my third operation at the hospital 

for sick kids.  After the operation I was in rehabilitation. The center 

had a school, pool and gym. The school had woodwork class. In the 

class I made a piece of wooden art of a ninja turtle and I also painted 

it the colour green. 

 

When I was in high school I developed an interest in more advanced 

woodwork projects. I made a spice rack and cutting board. The rest of 

my years in school from grade 10 to 12 I made bigger woodwork 

projects: full sized chairs with 40 to 50 parts and I had to use tools 

like the table saw, band saw, sander and also hand tools. I have an 

interest in being a woodworking carpenter. In the future I will take 

classes at Lee Valley about woodworking tools and machines. 

 

The reason that I chose woodworking as my project is because it is 

one of my career goals. One day I will have a career as a woodworking 

carpenter and making chairs, tables and cabinets are all the items I 

would make as a carpenter. I would like to become a welder and have 

my own family business. I would sell my chairs, tables and cabinets 

and try to make my family proud of me. I have no working experience 

so I would like to have a part time job or do some volunteer work. 
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Poetry Wall Project 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Students made a profound 

statement about important 

issues such as body image, the 

environment and the Holocaust 

using poems, pictures and 

collage.  



YEAR BOOK 2004-2005 – INDEPENDENT STUDIES, FRONTIER COLLEGE, 2005 18 
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Zine Project 
 
 

 
 

Students created their own 

mini-magazines, called 

“zines”. Each student’s zine 

presents a different topic.  
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by Andreas 
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by Laura 
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by Dietmar 
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by Jennifer 
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by Rashida 
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Book Club 
 
 
 
What the Book Club means to me? 
 
 
“I like to learn more hard words. I like to do plays and be the 

understudy. I like how you read the words and underline them with a 

pen. I like to cut out pictures. I like when you write the words 

out on a bristol sheet. I like to draw pictures of the story.”      

Cheryl 

 

 

 

 

“I love the Book Club because it teaches us how to read and write. It 

also tells us fictional stories about real people and their many 

accomplishments and their many expectations.” 

Amy 
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“I am learning to read. I like talking with people. I like hearing stories.  

I like people helping me. Reading different books make me happy.”  

Kerrie 

 

 

 

“The Book Club is a fun place to learn. Each person takes a turn 

reading  and discussing the story.  Parvana’s Journey was a sad story 

that made me cry.” 

Linda 

 

 

 



YEAR BOOK 2004-2005 – INDEPENDENT STUDIES, FRONTIER COLLEGE, 2005 45 

“The Book Club has taught me to be a better listener, have more 

patience and also confirms the joy and value of reading.” 

Shirley 
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Books on Tape: A Play 
 
 

 
 
 
Books on Tape – One act play: Just as Strong 
 
 
Characters – Dramatis Personae  (in order of appearance) 
 
Mary – cute, charming and trying to be nice to her Grandpa 
 
Willie –  trying to be patient with Grandpa  

- a peacemaker 
 
Jim -  oldest son, feels responsible 
 
Mother - sets the stage and gives the audience the background 

information it needs to know 
 
Dad - most responsible, 
  frustrated and anxious for his father’s visit to go well 
 
Grandpa - positive outlook, anxious to get rid of the false impressions 

people have about his ability related to his age 
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What we did to make the play work for us. 
 

- change the title 

- typed the play up using everyday language 

- changed the format of the sentences to make the reading and 

speaking more fluid and the delivery more natural 

- we removed the stage directions so it would be less confusing for 

all of us 

- each person highlighted their own part to easily locate it on the 

page 

- we tried to imagine that we were the character we were playing 

using our voice 

- we often switched the parts we read to understand the timing 

better. 

- we had great fun adlibbing and laughing  

 
 
 
Our Favourite Scenes 
 
 

 

“Why in the world can’t Grandpa 

(Robert) lift Mary (Irma)?” 
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“I don’t need all this 

attention.” 

“Yes, Mother” 

“Where were you?”  

“Danged if I know.” 
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Students’ comments 
 
Sandy  
“excellent play, awesome” 
 
Joey  
“funny play, terrific” 
 
Robert 
“an exciting comedy; gave me an opportunity to act and ham it up; it 
helped my reading; groovy” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Tutor’s comments 
 
Barron  
“funny, neat ending, well thought out by playwright” 
 
Irma  
“enjoyed the irony and humour in the grandfather using the word 
‘strong’ instead of ‘weak’ to describe himself” 
 
Richard  
“so well written, we could work at it for two semesters without getting 
tired of it; and what people brought to it made it continue to be 
interesting” 
 
Peter 
“really good group exercise to help us get to know each other” 
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Photostories  
 
 
 
 
My Research On Rossini by Michel Brunet 
 
 
 
I listened to a CD with an aria by Rossini. I liked it so much that I 

wanted to do my project on Rossini. 

 

Barron and I went to the library to find some music and information 

about him. We got Il Turco in Italia on CD and a biography of Rossini.  
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The story of the opera, its libretto, is by Felice Romani.   
 
 

 
   
 
 
About a recent performance of the opera we have: 
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I liked the opera and the project gave me lots of practice on the 

computer.  

 

I especially liked Part II, because listening to it, I felt calm. The other 

parts had fewer songs and were a little less interesting to me.           

 

We liked doing this project on Rossini so much that we needed to 

renew the CD and the book, so I phoned the library to renew them. I 

am now more comfortable using the library. 

 

I am an opera lover so this project was fun for me.  

 
 
 
 

 
Michel
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Shopping at Sobey’s by Ross Crockett 

 

 

 

 

 

“This photostory is about the pictures of me shopping at Sobey’s.” 

December, 2004 

Written by Ross Crockett 

 
 
 

 

 

Shopping at Sobeys 

 

I want to write about shopping at Sobey’s because I go to Sobey’s to 

buy groceries.  

 

This is the story of me at Sobey’s. 
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This is me outside at Sobey’s with the pumpkins. 

 

I want to write about me and the pumpkins.  

 

The pumpkins are outside at Sobey’s.  

 

There are many pumpkins. 
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This is the picture of me with my arms up. I am standing up beside 

Sobey’s sign.  

 

I like the picture of me at Sobey’s. 

 

 

 

This is the picture of me and the scarecrow. I am hugging the 

scarecrow because I like it.  

 

I like the picture of me and the scarecrow at the door.
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This is the picture of me with my hand. I am waving to Peter.  

 

 

 

On the way home from Sobey’s we met a friend. Her name is Preshia.  

She is a housekeeper. She cleans the house. She is helping my mother 

at Dr. Logue’s. She took my mother home to Granite Place. 
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This is the picture of me and the cashier at Sobey’s. Her name is 

Luvvy. I talk to her while I am doing the shopping.  

 

I am going to give the money for the groceries. 

 

 

 

This is a picture of the groceries at Sobey’s.  

 

I like buying some fruit in a basket. I am buying some cereal, milk and 

the juice. 
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This is the picture of a box of apples. This is the box of oranges  

and this is the box of potatoes. This is the box of brownies.  

 

I like the picture of Sobey’s.    

 

 

This is Fresh Catch. This means fresh fish. My favorite is salmon with  

no bones. I also like fishcakes. 
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My Fun Family – All live in Richmond Hill  
 
by Gayle Kitamura 
 
 
 

 
 
A photograph of my brother with his wife and three children. 
 
 
Max Rabbit          
 
We got Max from a children’s summer camp. Max is white and grey. 

One night my brother thought Max was a robber and called the police! 

Max was not the robber but he was creeping around the house. It was 

Max’s birthday yesterday, 7th February, he was one year old. 

 

Max lives with another rabbit called Charlie. He is much smaller than 

Max as Max stops Charlie from eating his food. Max’s favorite food is 

people’s fingers, you start patting him but he goes nuts and starts 

biting your fingers. Charlie the rabbit bites Max’s ear and Max yells 

back at Charlie. 
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Charlie rabbit had his birthday February 10th and he is 2 years old.  My 

sister-in-law, Susan, told me that Charlie ran out the door yesterday. I 

don’t know if he came back yet. Maybe he is still lost on his birthday!     

 
My six year old nephew Daniel 
 
Daniel is the youngest of my nephews. He can be a bit troublesome at 

times. Once we thought he was lost and we looked all over for him but 

he was at the next door neighbor’s house all along. He was visiting his 

girlfriend! 

 
My sister-in-law Susan 
 
Susan’s pet peeve is when her husband Rob puts the pet rabbit Max on 

the clean kitchen counter. It drives her crazy! Sometimes I think she is 

angry at me and she starts to yell when she sees the rabbit, then she 

realizes that she got the wrong person and it is her husband that she 

is after. The children always laugh when she tells their dad off! 

 
My brother Rob 
 

 
 
A photograph of my parents with my brother Rob and Pete the dog. 
 



YEAR BOOK 2004-2005 – INDEPENDENT STUDIES, FRONTIER COLLEGE, 2005 61 

Rob has funny ways of telling people off, if they say something to him 

that he does not like. He looks at you but says nothing and makes you 

realize you must be quiet! 

 
My eleven year old nephew Kevin 
 
Kevin loves school, especially because of the girls! His teachers say 

“Get to work Kevin!” 

 
Tyler is my 18 year old step nephew 
 
Tyler is working in a theatre as an usher. He is so tall that he bumps 

his head every time he goes through the theatre door! He gets home 

at midnight each evening and his mother stays up to bring him home. 

 

They live in a big house. It has four bedrooms and two bathrooms. 

They have a kitchen they do not cook in! They do not have a garden to 

water or for the rabbits to run in.   

 

The family do not eat together, they eat on the run! This is because 

Rob and his wife both work and the children have to get their own 

meals. The boys do not like eating together because they fight. 

Everyone eats junk food as Susan does not cook.  

 
 My Aunt and Uncle 
 
They live in Vancouver so we do not get to see them very often. My 

Uncle is 104 years old, but I can’t keep up with him!  My Aunt is 91 

years old so she’s much younger than him. Although they don’t live in 

Richmond Hill, I want to include them in my story because they are 

nice to me. I hope to visit them this summer. 
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A photograph of Pete and I 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Gayle with Fiona (left) 
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Trip to the Zoo by Robert Lesser 
 
 
 
 

 
 
I am Deirdre and I am a reticent rhinoceros. If I could talk, I would 

say, “More tourists!” Then a man came to feed me – long narrow 

leaves plucked from the edge of my large space and I feel better. I am 

thirty years old and I am told I’ll last to forty, but I think I want to go 

a lot longer. 

  
 

 
 
Now I’ve eaten.
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And I’m satisfied. I left my native habitat to come to the Toronto Zoo. 

I think the weather here is strange – three seasons in one day. My 

space is too limited. I complain but nobody listens.   

 

 

 
 
 
At last someone is interested in me.  
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My name is Harry. I heard you met my cousin Deirdre. I hope she said 

something nice about me. 

 
 
 

.  
 
 

The elephant took a look at the spectators and rolled his eyes and said 

“oy vey I don’t want to carry all those people on my back.” 
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Peahens be quiet, if you play your cards right they will feed us. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Don’t pay attention to them, we are the important ones. Feed us!
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They planted these trees and they’re too small to hide behind.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Robert 
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Student Writing 
 
 
 
 
Purim by Bobby Starr   

 
 
 
Chag Ha’ Purim!, Chag Ha’ Purim! The next Jewish holiday will be 

Purim. Some of the people involved are; Esther, Vashti, Mordechai, 

Antiochous, and Haman. Haman was a evil man, he told all the Jewish 

people to bow down for him. Vashti went to her father Antiochous and 

told him that she doesn’t want to bow down to Haman. Antiochous 

said, “don’t listen to Haman he is an evil man and our people need to 

be free which equals freedom”. The Jewish people did not bow down.  

Purim is celebrated on Friday, March 25, 2005. On the day of Purim we 

eat Hamantashen which are Purim cakes.   
 
 

 
Bob with Natalia
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Remember Dani by Laura Leskur 
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How Whales Communicate by Chris Butler 
 

Last year of 2004, the group of (DSAT) Down Syndrome Association of 

Toronto, went to Newfoundland. Besides from the conference, that the 

group was scheduled to go to, we as the group planned our own trip to 

go, and explore by a big sail boat to see the killer whales, and how 

they communicate. There were about ten people on this tour. The 

distance from shore to the location of the killer whales was about 

twenty minutes away. Once we got there the killer whales were about 

ten feet away, it was intriguing to see them so close. As I watched the 

whales I noticed that there were two big whales and one baby whale. 

The killer whales also sprayed water and air from their blowholes, this 

was cool. The whales communicated with each other and swam away 

together. After this trip I was interested in the way killer whales, could 

communicate socially as a group. Here are a few things that I learned 

about killer whales and the way they communicate. When whales 

travel together they use and create dialects to share information with 

other killer whales. This is why killer whales feel that they need sounds 

returning to the source to communicate, and vocalize with other killer 

whales. When killer whales use sounds returning to the source to 

communicate with other groups they are keeping the conversation 

going with the other group. My experience with a family of whales was 

great because I got to see how their day is spent. Whenever, I was 

watching their traveling between the morning through night I realized 

how fascinating it is learning about their echolocation, and geography. 

Furthermore, watching these whales is like seeing a planetarium of 

whales. How they create their specific sounds, is very interesting, and 

their traveling mobility is impressive to watch. Overall I had a good 

time, and will remember the experience. 
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Christine’s Story by Christine Freeland 
 
I go to Mustard Seed every day except Thursdays and Fridays. I do 

arts and crafts. We make placemats. I’m making one for my husband, 

too. And napkins – I’m making one for my husband and one for me. I 

cook different foods at Mustard Seed.   

 

I get up at eight o’clock, have a shower and make my lunch. I leave to 

go to Mustard Seed at nine o’clock and when I get there, I sign the 

volunteer book. Then, I sign the other book for arts and crafts. I go to 

the dishwasher and take the clean dishes out.   

 

We leave at three o’clock, except on Tuesdays. On Tuesdays, I stay 

later to do the cooking. 

 

 

 

 

 

I belong to Mustard Seed’s choir. We sing “She’ll be coming around the 

mountain”, “You are my sunshine” and a few other songs. There are 

five of us in the choir. Usually we sing for seniors who can’t go outside.  

Christine 
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Sister Gwen helps us cook. I like Sister Gwen. She is funny, she makes 

me laugh. Bruce helps cook, too. He makes me laugh, too. He just 

jokes with me.   

 

Sister Mary Lou is another one of the sisters I like. I help her with the 

muffins. Last week, we forgot to put the baking powder in the banana 

muffins. 

 

There is a guy named John. He jokes around and is a nice person. He 

helps us with cooking and setting the tables. Bob is a nice guy, too. He 

comes in and helps us do the dishes. He’s funny, too. Sister Barbara 

tells me to slow down in my work. She tells me if I go too fast, it won’t 

be nice. Sister Mary says the same thing to me. Sister Denise helps 

us. She tells me to take my time and do things right. Sister Marie is 

funny. She helps us with arts and crafts. 

 

I have been going to Mustard Seed for many years. 

 

Sister Gwen’s cousin is named Joan. She helps us with arts and crafts.  

And so does Grace. 

 

Another person named Joan Reach is funny and nice. She went to 

Florida. I wish I had gone with her. 

 

Sister Pat is nice and funny. She helps with the prayer group. Vicki is 

also nice and funny. Her sister used to volunteer in the summer. She 

is a teacher. 
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When I was in the other school, the teacher told me about Mustard 

Seed. I went to see Sister Gwen to ask if I could be in the cooking 

group. I asked Barbara to be in arts and crafts. I tried the sewing 

machine. I went too fast and Barbara told me I could not use it. 

 

Lillian is Bruce’s wife. She helps with arts and crafts. She is funny too.  

Mabel helps with arts and crafts too. She makes me happy. Heather is 

in arts and crafts and she helps us. Betty and her baby Peace come to 

Mustard Seed. I help her get him to sleep.   

 

I like to cook in the cooking group at Mustard Seed. I make everybody 

laugh. They say I’m nice to be around.  

 

I also belong to a group called Sound Time. We do arts and crafts, 

computers and outings. I went on the farm in March. We had pancakes 

and submarines for lunch. We saw rabbits and how they make the 

syrup. 

 

I come to Frontier College to learn how to read, write and spell. I like 

Math too, but sometimes it’s hard. All the people are nice. 

 

My husband, Ken, is nice. He is also funny. He is a joker like my 

father. My cat’s name is Cuddles. 
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My Story by Craig Baigrie 
 
 

Hi my name is Craig Baigrie. I am so nice and kind that all my friends 

at my church all tell me how nice I look and smell because I have such 

nice men’s after shave on. 

 

I am too kind to let anyone feel upset or let them down. 

 

I am a safe person to go out with or marry. 

 

I am so helpful a person that a girlfriend or wife would not want to 

give me up. 

 

I am a social person that will not want to stop going to hear music. 

 

I am the kind of man that has such nice manners. I know a lot of 

women have told me that they were impressed with me. Sometimes 

their eyes watered. 

 

I want to fall in love with a kind special person that will care for me 

and will help me when I have to go to see a doctor. 

 

I want to love a woman and have her for a life time of married 

enjoyment. 

 

I do not have anyone to phone or go out with. I want to meet a special 

woman so I can get more fun into my life. 
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I would like to have someone with me so I do not feel uncomfortable 

when I see two people together kissing and cuddling. 

 

I want to meet that special person so I can have her soft hands with 

me when I go for walks and dinners. 

 

I want to be just like my two beautiful sisters because they are both 

happily married and I love them. 

 

I want to find someone who understands me and I get along with. I 

want to find someone who likes to do the same things together. I want 

to find someone who is healthy so she can help me be healthy. 

 

I am looking for a kind woman who can speak English clearly so we 

can share our feelings with each other. 

 

I am looking for a woman that will have the same faith as me so we 

can go to church together. I am trying to find the kind of woman who 

will like my polite manners and who will be polite back. 

 

I am the kind of man that loves to dance. I am looking for a woman 

who will get out on the dance floor with me. I am looking for someone 

who looks nice and has a neat appearance. I would like this to happen 

to me now because I would like to start getting out and meeting 

people now so I can have a lot of fun like all the rest of the other 

people I see. 
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I find this even harder to see because: 

1. I have not had too many friends in my life time. 

2. I cannot hear well or see well and that is hard for a lot of people 

to understand. 

 

I have been going to my church for a long time and I think that’s  

where the power will start coming from. I have been going to my 

coffee shop’s and the hard rock café. 

 

I have been on the church Internet to see if I can find a nice woman 

that would go to church with me and care for me and would know 

what to do if something has happened. I would like to meet this 

person in Toronto at my church . I would like to take this nice kind 

woman out for dinner & dance. 

 

I hope this nice lady will like to go to cottage country. I hope she will 

like country music and going for boat rides. 
 
 

Craig 
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My Trip to Arizona by Kirsty Hill  
 
 
 

Day one  

I arrive in Arizona. The first day we went to the evolution mountains 

and then we went to a Mexican art exhibit. 

 
Day  two 

Today we went swimming and then we went to a barbecue and I had 

a chicken burger. All four of us relaxed. There are a lot of cactuses 

and mountains. 

 

         
 
 

Day three 

Yesterday we went to an old town that was there for a very long 

time. 

 
Day four  

Today I went for a bike ride and I went to the gym and now I am 

relaxing. 

Kirsty 
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Sidney’s Toy Drive Report by Sidney Cohen 
 
 
I had an idea to have a Toy drive for Christmas. 
 
I made a Flyer to send to every one at Frontier College. 
 
I used email to send the Flyer to everyone. 
 
I decorated a box to hold the Toys. 
 
We collected 68 toys and delivered them to CHUM. 
 
After New Year I sent an email to tell everyone how well the drive 
went. 
 
I attached pictures of the toys to the email. 
 
 

       
 
 
 
 

Sidney 
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What did I learn from this project? 
 
I learned how to turn on a computer 
 
I practiced typing 
 
I learned how to use email  
 
I learned a little bit about Word 
 
I learned that it feels good to help other people 
 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped Thank you to the I.S. tutors, 

students and Frontier College staff who helped 
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Matt’s New Business by Matt Macdonald 
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Student and Tutor Self-Evaluations 
 

 

 

Progress report from Mary and Edward  

 

Edward and I are working on writing and speaking together. We are 

writing down what we say to each other. This is called written 

conversation. We are paying attention to how and what we say in a 

written format. Small words, like, “and” and “the” help make our 

sentences understood. Edward says reading and writing is difficult.   

 

Practicing writing, and reading what was spoken helps with 

understanding words that are hard to say and spell. 
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Gayle and Sharon  

 

Gayle and Sharon have worked together for over one year.  

 

Last year we were part of a group. We sat around a table and took 

turns doing exercises in reading, grammar, spelling, writing and 

games of different kinds. It was fun! 

 

Gayle learned how to use a dictionary. She made her own personal 

dictionary with words she had trouble understanding or spelling. 

 

 

 

This year we began to learn how to use a computer. AlphaRoute  is the 

program we use for learning math skills, putting items in their correct 

sequence, using money, telling time, and many other useful skills. We 

enjoy the computer. Gayle now understands how to use the mouse 

and keyboard. These help to improve her reading, spelling and 
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comprehension skills and also her hand-eye co-ordination. For fun we 

play games, like puzzles and word games on the computer. 

 

Gayle created and wrote out on the computer a story about her family, 

which is very interesting and has lots of funny parts. It then was 

printed out and now we are doing word games, using words from 

Gayle’s story. For example, words are separated into syllables, using a 

card for each one. Gayle finds the correct parts and puts them 

together to spell the word. Then she spells the word using a special 

marker and a white board which can be erased and reused. The 

whiteboard has been a big help when learning to spell difficult words.  

Gayle can then write the word again without looking at the cards. This 

process really works for Gayle because she can now remember how to 

spell these words with ease.  

 

 

Mary Anne and Fiona 

 

Mary Anne has been doing math. 

 

“I like getting the answers right without my calculator.” 

Mary Anne has been working on the concept of “tens” using plus and 

minus. 

 

The concept of place value has been difficult for Mary Anne to grasp 

but after a little practice and repetition, Mary Anne can get into the 

swing of the exercise.  
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Rob and Emma  

 

• Checked emails/sent emails 

• Checked weather in Houston, Texas 

(He is going on vacation to Houston.) 

• Played word games in AlphaRoute 

 

Rob showed a great improvement with his navigation around hotmail.  

Thanks to his family sending him digital photos via email, he has 

learned the skill to upload the photos so he can view them on the 

screen. It has been a pleasure to assist Rob write emails to his family 

and see the growth of his valued role within his family. Rob also is 

fantastic at word searches on AlphaRoute, especially the tricky 

diagonal ones. This is something he enjoys doing independently. 
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Rodney and Emma  

 

• Computer 

• Checked emails/sent emails 

• Use internet to do research (Black History, St. Patty’s day , etc.) 

• Played word games in AlphaRoute 

• Work towards driver’s license 

(practiced test online, emailed daily questions, and looked over 

manual) 

 

Rodney is very keen to learn all about the computer and the learning 

opportunities it can provide. For most classes, Rodney came with a 

topic he would like to research and learn about. Rodney’s main goal 

this term was to learn about driving. We did this using the on-line 

practice test, driving manual, etc. 
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Ross and Peter  

 

In this term Ross worked on improving his writing skills on the e-mail. 

He has done very well in putting sentences together with proper 

punctuation. His vocabulary and spelling are very good. In this term 

he has achieved some new words and learned about conjunctions. 

 

Ross’ computer skills have improved: 

- using the arrows 

- scrolling 

 

He has had an ongoing e-mail correspondence with Roy (a previous 

tutor) and Clare (his niece who is studying in India). 

 

It is a pleasure to work with Ross. 
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Monday Night Group! 
 
 
 

 
 
Monday Night group (Susan and Angela are taking the picture) 
 

 
 
Danny is a Monday Night regular! 
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Monday Night evaluation by students and tutors 
 

 
 
Susan and Sidney ham it up with tutors 
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Monday Night group 
 
 
 

 
 
There’s always a reason to celebrate on Monday Nights! 
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Independent Studies Party June 2004 
 
 
 
All Welcome! 
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