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And theWinner is...!

A hearty congratul ationsgoes out to J.R. Dubrett, winner of thefirst PLKS Scholarship! J.R. first cameto
PLKSinApril 2003 because shewasexperiencing difficulty reading the materialsin aparenting courseshe
wastaking. Because shehad to leave school early inorder to gotowork, J.R.’sreading skillsneeded improv-
ing. Sheand her tutor, Barb Smuland, have worked hard on reading aswell as spelling and writing. One of the
most significant spinoffsof her tutoring program hasbeen J.R.’senhanced ability to affect her children’s
literacy skills, JR understandsthat strong reading skillsarethe cornerstone of agood education so she reads
daily to her children. Asayoung mom of 3 children under theageof 5, JR'sgod isto “makeabetter lifefor
myself and my threechildren.” Her first stepisto obtain her high school credentialsso shecanattend Nicola
Valley Institute of Technology in Merritt to obtain aDegreein Socia Work. She plansto use her scholarship
money totravel to Merritt for aninterview at NVIT. We congratul ate J.R. on her hard work and wish her
continued success!

Thefundsfor JR.’sscholarship camefromthesaesof calendarslast fall. Thefund-raising committee' snext
campaign hasbeen launched! Rob MacFarlane's gorgeousartwork featured in the calendars now gracea
seriesof notecardswhichwill besold at art shopsthroughout Kelownaaswell asthrough theoffice. Thefunds
raised by thesaeof thecardswill directly benefit learnerswho are having difficulties providing for their basic
needs, and arethusunableto fully accessthe servicesof Project Literacy or go further intheir education and
career. Rob MacFarlane, whowasaformer learner, and now sitsonthe PLKSBoard of Directors, isthrilled
to seehisart work making adifferenceinthelivesof learners.

Enclosed in the newsletter isan order form so you can have your cards sent directly to your house!

A scenefromoneof the
notecardsfeaturing art
work by Rob
MacFarlane. Profits
fromthesaeswill sup-
port learnerswith their
educationa goals.

Scholarship winner, J.R. Dubrett with PLKS
staff member, Laura
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NEW TUTOR RESOURCES ... CHECK THEM OUT!

TheOxford PictureDictionary/Canadian Edition by NormaShapiro and JaymeAde son-Goldstein
Beginning and I nter mediate Oxford PictureDictionary Wor kbooksby Marjorie Fuchs

These books are practical and easy to use for the ESL learner or for general use. Topics are grouped into 12
thematic areas, severa with avocational strand. Theactivity book offersvocabulary reinforcement.

English Grammar for theUtterly Confused by Laurie Rozakis
Thisisa“How To":
- Deveopacommand of English grammar
Writewith confidence and precision
Gain abetter and more thorough understanding of sentence structure
Communicatemoreeffectively

504 Absolutely Essential Wordsby Barron's
Excellent for vocabulary devel opment with exercises, answers and cartoon qui zzes.

Gateway to Canadaby VirginiaL. Sauve/ Monique Sauve

This book is easy to read and provides information about geography, people, history, government, arts and
entertainment and sportsand recrestion. Themateria ispresented with col our photographs, glossaries, comprehension
checks, exercises, word games, and engaging discussion questions.

WEBSITESWORTH YOURWHILE

http://www.vec.ca/english/11/english-practice.cfm

“Conversation Cathy” , isa“virtua expert at English pronunciation”. Sheusesword-pairsand dialogueto help
ESL learners with conversation skills.

http://www.resear ch.umbc.edu/~ira/l nterweb.html
A wonderful cornucopiaof interactive sitesfor adult learners. Linksto math, reading, writing and gamesitesthat
aredl interactive. Fun and ingtructive!

UPCOMING EVENTS

TUTOR TRAINING COMPUTER CLASSES

Our next tutor training program startsin Juneand Our next Basic computer classstartson June 4th
will consist of 3 evenings (June 10, 15 and 17) and runsfor 4 Friday mornings. The next “Word”
Pleasecall theofficeif you, or anyoneyou know class starts on June 18th and also runs for 4
is interested in becoming atutor. Fridays. Call theofficetoregister.
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THE EMPLOYMENT PAGES
The Hidden Job Mar ket

When people arelooking for ajob, quite often thefirst thing they doislook in
the classified section of the newspaper. But, about 70-80% of al jobsare never
advertised! Thesejobsarecaled“hiddenjobs’ and people hear about them from
acquaintances, friendsor by making cold cals.

Many employers prefer to hire someone who hasbeen referred to them by
someonethey know. Instead of advertising, which takestime and money, an
employer can find employees referred to them who are well suited to their
operation, without the bother of aformal recruitment process. One of the
advantages of tapping into the hidden job market istherewill be less competition for you thanif you apply toa
positionthat isbeing advertised!

BUILD A NETWORK

Since networking isahuge part of finding unadvertised vacancies, you will need tolearn how to build anetwork.
Start with the people you do know or those you meet on a day-to-day basis. Make sure everyoneyou know is
awarethat you arelooking for work. Don’t worry about imposing on people you know - most people enjoy knowing
they havehelped!

VOLUNTEER YOUR TIME

Volunteering isan opportunity to develop new skillsand to expand your horizons and network. In addition,
volunteering can helpyou strengthen your resumé,and give you persona satisfaction. Volunteering can beespecidly
helpful for thosewith little practical experienceintheir chosenfield. Employerswill applaud your initiativeand
commitment to your career and community. Volunteering isa so agreat opportunity to add or polish skillsthat most
employerswant to seewhichinclude: communication (written and oral); interpersonal; time management; problem
solving; adaptability; and teamwork skills.

Beforetaking on avolunteer opportunity, be sureto know what the position involves, how muchtimewill be
expected of you and that it isagood fit with your valuesand career goals. Kelowna Community Resourcesoffersa
volunteer referral serviceand will suggest appropriate organizations. They can bereached at: 763-8058 .

THE ART OF COLD-CALLING

In addition to network-building you will need to learn to do cold callsto employerswho are not advertising. This
ishard work. It takesagood degree of confidenceto walk into astore or company and drop off aresuméand ask
to speak to amanager about job opportunities. And itisdifficult to call back later to seeif anything hasmaterialized.
If youareregjected, consider it apoor match for now and keep going! Eventhoughitiseasier to stay homeand check
the newspapersdaily or wait until acompany phonesafter you have submitted aresumé, thismethod of job searchis
far less effective. Information taken from: www.workopolis.com
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Hard Work Brings Success!

The month of May marksthe mid point of our contract year and isatimefor
acknowledging and cel ebrating the successes our dientshave had during theyear!

Finding employment isone of thekey concernsclientsat PLK Shave. They often

—| cometo PLK Sbecause they are unableto find or keep work because of poor
= literacy skills. Most clientsareon Socid Ass stance or Unemployment Insurance
- and are eager to becomefinancially self reliant. In the past 6 months, over 30

clientshave obtained full or part time jobs and are working toward self suffi-
! ciency. While someleft the program after obtai ning employment, others have

continued to work with their tutorsto improvetheir kills.

Clientshavefound employment inawiderangeof industriesand profess onswith someof the placesof employment
being: Okanagan Springs Suspens on, Chevron Gas, Wainers Distribution, Okanagan Restorations, Okanagan Ra-
diator, CalonaWines, Argon, Costco and House of Flowers. Congratulationsto all the newly employed PLKS
learners!

Thereisagreater demand for ahigher level of education and skills intheworkplacethan ever before. Grade12is
now abare minimum and most well paid jobsrequire morethan that. Most PLK Slearnersleft school beforegrade
12 and now requirebasic skill upgrading sothey can get their grade 12 credentialsand go onto further education.
Severd learnersarenow enrolled at OUC intheAdult Basic Education, construction and ESL programs. Others
havewritten, and donevery well, on examssuch asthe LPI, IELTSand the CLEP. Well done, everyone!

Celebrationd

OnApril 20th our hardworking, much loved treasurer turned 80!
Maurice Parfitt hasbeen involved with Project Literacy practically
sinceitsinception. Originally atutor, Mauriceisnow active onthe
board of directors. He puts in countless hours bookkeeping, collect-
ing bottles (over $13,000 worth collected so far!) and amusing staff
withwar storiesand anecdotesabout hiscat, Charlie. ThanksMaurice
fordl youdo!

In April, Project Literacy participated in the 7th Annual Okanagan Opportunities
Fair, which was held at Orchard Park. The Fair gives PLK S an opportunity to raise

awareness about literacy issues and to recruit interested volunteers. Congratula-

tions to Jennifer Dixon, the winner of the Chapters Gift Certificate. Thanks to all
the board members and staff who volunteered their time at the Fair!
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Scholarship Notecards-* Bridgesto L earning”

Q  Yes, | would like to support alearner with his/her goals.
Please send me:
— packages (6 cards per pack) @ $10 each (or 2 for $15)

d | have enclosed a cheque for $

Name
Address
Postal Code

Cardswill be mailed out mid May!

| want to support literacy in Kelowna!

O Pleasefind enclosed my membership fee of $15.00
O Pleasefind enclosed my donation of:
O $25.00
O $50.00
U other
(Please make cheques payable to Project Literacy Kelowna Society)
205-591 Bernard Ave.,, Kelowna, BC V1Y 6N9

Name:
Address:
Postal Code:
Telephone Number:

Your contribution will provide books and training
materials for our learners and tutors.

Thank you for your support! We will send you !
a tax deductible receipt and a year’s subscription to our newsletter!
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