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PREFACE 

This study, initiated by Literacy New Brunswick Inc. (LNBI), was made possible by 

financial support from the National Literacy Secretariat (Human Resources 

Development - Canada). LNBI worked closely with the Centre de recherche et de 

développement en éducation (CRDE, Research and Development Centre on Education) to 

develop the research design and to plan and carry out the different studies that make up 

this research project. The research report is made up of six documents or parts:  Part I – 

Brief Review of the Literature; Part II – Sociodemographic profiles of New Brunswick 

and its seven Health Regions:  Population, families with at least one child of 0 to 4 years 

of age, and children 0 to 4 years of age; Part III – Inventory of Family Literacy and Early 

Childhood Initiatives in New Brunswick; Part IV - Survey of Parents of Preschool 

Children; Part V – Focus Groups with Family Literacy Partners; and Part VI – Summary 

Report. The results of each of these parts are presented in six documents available in 

English and in French. LNBI and the CRDE also worked together to develop the data 

collection instruments (questionnaires and interview questions) and to collect the data. 

As for the reports, the literature review was drafted by Diane Lord and finalized by 

Carole Essiembre. Réal Allard wrote the sociodemographic profiles and LNBI prepared 

the inventory of family literacy interventions and with the collaboration of the CRDE, the 

overview of the results. Carole Essiembre wrote the reports on the survey of parents and 

the focus groups with partners, as well as the summary report. 

From the CRDE, we wish to thank the many people who worked on this research project 

at one stage or another: Diane Lord, CRDE research officer, for her work on the research 

design, data collection, focus groups, and literature review; Renée LePage, Janine 

Mazerolle, and Manon Cormier, for their help as CRDE research assistants; Lisa LeBlanc, 

for her work as CRDE secretary; Carole Essiembre, research officer, for revising the 
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literature review, verifying and interpreting the data, and drafting the final version of the 

literature review, the reports on the survey of parents and the focus groups with partners, 

and the summary report; Donald Long, CRDE research officer, for entering the data and 

doing the statistical programming and analyses; and Réal Allard, director of the CRDE, 

for his expertise in the different phases of the research project and the study aimed at 

drawing up sociodemographic profiles of New Brunswick families with at least one child 

aged 0 to 4 years and of children aged 0-4 years. 

From LNBI, we would also like to thank Bob Stranach and Charline Vautour, the LNBI 

project officers in charge of family literacy for Anglophones and Francophones 

respectively, for their help in developing the research design, the design of the research 

data collection tools, the coordination of the collection of data, the writing of Part III – 

Inventory of Family Literacy and Early Childhood Initiatives in New Brunswick, and the 

writing of the overview. We would also wish the family literacy field workers who helped 

collect the data for the parent survey and the inventory of interventions: Robyn Baxter, 

Carole Beaudin, Kerry Billodeau, Darcy Bunting, Sylvie Comeau,  Manon Cormier, 

Diane Desroches-Dubé, Jocelyne Lavoie, Christine LeBlanc-Dubé, Manon LeBreton, 

Cindy LeBouthillier, Katrina Jardine, Tracy Kenny, Gloria Lane, Claudia M’Pania, 

Magen MacDonald, Chrystal Madsen, Lisa Roy, Valérie St-Pierre et Carmel Thibodeau. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Centre de recherche et de développement en éducation (CRDE) in collaboration with 
Literacy New Brunswick Inc. (LNBI) surveyed a geographical representative sample of 
New Brunswick parents of preschool children for its research project entitled Family and 
Early Childhood Literacy in New Brunswick : A Provincial Snapshot (Spring 1999).  The 
research project has six parts and this survey of parents relates to the fourth part (see 
Preface for the list of parts).  The findings of the survey are presented in the following. 
The objective of the survey was to take stock of the family literacy activities of New 
Brunswick parents of preschool children, both in the home and the community. Our report 
on the findings of the parental survey consists of three sections: the methodology used to 
conduct the survey, the findings of the survey, and the conclusion. 

METHODOLOGY 

The following section on methodology describes the sampling procedure, the data 
collection tool, and the data collection method that were implemented and gives an 
overview of the statistical methods that were used to analyze the data.  

Sampling Procedure 

A geographically representative sample of parents was selected using data from the last 
Statistics Canada census in 1996, with a view to taking stock of family literacy activities 
in New Brunswick households.  The sample was constructed taking into account the total 
population of each county and the Anglophone and Francophone population in each.  The 
data are presented in Table 1.  The sample chosen consists of 384 parents, that is, 256 
Anglophones and 128 Francophones, distributed proportionally in the 15 counties in the 
province. 
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Table 1. Sample of Francophone and Anglophone Parents. 

County Total 
Anglophone 
Population 

Total Francophone 
Population 

Total 
Sample 

Anglophone 
Sample 

Francophone 
Sample 

Westmorland 67,490 46,735 63 37 26 

Gloucester 12,935 71,375 46 8 38 

York 77,030 4,845 44 41 3 

Saint John 73,620 3,255 41 39 2 

Kings 61,475 1,845 34 33 1 

Northumberland 36,700 13,170 27 19 8 

Restigouche 13,410 23,055 20 7 13 

Madawaska 1,545 33,880 19 1 18 

Kent 5,895 23,610 16 4 12 

Charlotte 26,385 530 14 14 0 

Albert 24,630 1,255 14 13 1 

Carleton 26,115 330 14 14 0 

Sunbury 22,555 1,940 13 12 1 

Victoria 11,935 8,725 11 6 5 

Queens 11,585 545 8 8 0 

      

TOTAL 473,305 235,095 384 256 128 

Data Collection Tool  

The data collection tool used was a questionnaire designed to be administered in face-to-
face interviews.  The questionnaire was put together by a research officer from the 
Research and Development Centre on Education, who worked closely with project 
managers from Literacy New Brunswick Inc.  The questionnaire (see Appendix A) 
consisted of seven parts: 1) introduction; 2) literacy in the home; 3) family literacy 
activities in the home; 4) literacy in the community; 5) perceptions and aspirations in 
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terms of family literacy; 6) intention to participate in family literacy activities; and 7) 
demographic characteristics. 

Data Collection Method 

First, we had to identify an environment where we could find a representative population 
of parents of preschool children, i.e. children aged from birth to five years not in 
kindergarten.  After some investigation, we decided that the environment most likely to 
yield our target population would be the immunization clinic of the local Public Health 
Office.  In northern New Brunswick, i.e. in health regions 4, 5, 6, and 7, and in Kent 
County (covering part of Health Region 1), the number of children vaccinated at 
immunization clinics by public health nurses from the Public Health Office is estimated at 
more than 80%.  However, in southern New Brunswick, most children are vaccinated in 
doctors’ offices.  For reasons of circumstance, obtaining the designated number of 
parental interviews in that region, especially in Albert County, proved difficult.  Seven 
interviews with parents referred by the nurse at the Moncton Hospital maternity clinic and 
by a family physician in Albert County were thus done over the phone.  Further, a few 
questionnaires were also administered in the form of interviews at health centres and 
family resource centres. 

In counties where several communities hold immunization clinics, interviewers took 
population distribution into account by visiting all the clinics in the counties in question 
in order to ensure that the geographic distribution of the population of parents sampled 
resembles as closely as possible the distribution of the total population of the county. 

The questionnaires were administered in the spring of 1999 (mostly in April) by 18 local 
family literacy workers in the 7 health regions in the province.  The distribution of these 
workers by health region is as follows: 2 workers in Region 1; 3 workers in Region 2; 4 
workers in Region 3; 1 worker in Region 4; 1 worker in Region 5; 5 workers in Region 6; 
and 1 worker in Region 7.  A research officer from the Research and Development Centre 
on Education gave the workers group training on how to administer questionnaires in 
face-to-face interviews. 
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Data Analysis Method 

The questionnaires were coded, and all the data were input into a computer.  The 
computer file was then transferred to the Université de Moncton computer system for 
processing with SPSS-X, a statistical analysis software program.  In addition to 
descriptive analyses, we conducted a few comparative analyses, including a T-test to see 
if there was a significant difference between means, and the Chi Square, to determine if 
there was a significant difference among percentages.  We also performed a few 
multivariate analyses to ascertain if there was a relationship between a given variable and 
a set of other variables.  For the purposes of this report, we will use the expression 
“statistically significant” to refer to a difference between means or percentages that is 
equal to or greater than a probability threshold of 0.05, meaning that there is no more than 
a 5% chance that the difference observed is due to chance. 

FINDINGS 

The findings of the survey of New Brunswick parents of preschool children are presented 
in five sections: A – Demographic Characteristics of the Respondents; B – Family 
Literacy Activities in the Home; C – Family Literacy Activities in the Community; D – 
Parents’ Perceptions and Aspirations in Terms of Family Literacy; and E – Intention to 
Take Part in Family Literacy Activities. 

A – Demographic Characteristics 

Respondents were asked a series of questions about their demographic characteristics.  
The answers to the questions are grouped together as follows: geographic location, the 
respondent’s profile, and the profile of other persons (adults and children) living in the 
respondent’s home. 

4 



Part IV - Survey of Parents of Preschool Children 

A.1 Geographic Location 

Respondents were asked four questions about their geographic location.  The questions 
dealt with the county, health region, type of community, and interview location.  The 
purpose of the questions was to ensure the provincial representativity of the individuals 
who agreed to take part in the study. 

In accordance with the sampling procedure chosen, we first had to interview 384 parents, 
that is, 256 Anglophones and 128 Francophones, distributed proportionately in the 15 
counties in the province.  Table 2 contrasts expected distribution with the actual 
distribution of the Francophone and Anglophone parents who agreed to take part in the 
study.  In all, 374 parents answered the questionnaire, a deviation of 10 parents from the 
expected number.  The 10 parents are scattered throughout the 15 counties in the 
province.  Further, to construct the groups of Anglophone and Francophone respondents, 
we had to ask questions about the first language learned by preschool children living in 
the respondents’ homes and about the language of communication most often used with 
these children in the home.  Thus, the term “Anglophone” refers to respondents who have 
in their homes preschool children whose first language learned is English and with whom 
the language of communication most often used in the home is English.  The term 
“Francophone” refers to respondents who have in their homes preschool children whose 
first language learned is French and with whom the language of communication most 
often used in the home is French.  By using these criteria to identify linguistic groups, we 
were able to determine the linguistic group of 346 of the 374 parents who took part: 229 
Anglophones (deviation of 27 parents from the expected sample) and 117 Francophones 
(deviation of 11 parents from the expected sample).  These deviations were distributed 
throughout the counties in the province.  We were unable to classify 28 parents as 
Anglophone or Francophone, either because they had a different mother tongue or 
because they did not answer the questions on language.  In the presentation of the 
findings of the survey, the responses of these 28 parents are included when indicating the 
results for all respondents in the province. 
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Table 2. Expected Number of Francophone and Anglophone Respondents 
in the Sample and Actual Number of Respondents. 

County Expected 
Anglophone 

Sample 

Actual 
Anglophone 

Sample 
(Deviation) 

Expected 
Francophone 

Sample 

Actual 
Francophone 

Sample 
(Deviation) 

Expected 
Total 

Sample 

Actual Total 
Sample 1 

(Deviation) 

Westmorland 37 32 (-5) 26 23 (-3) 63 62 (-1) 
Gloucester 8 7 (-1) 38 37 (-1) 46 46 (0) 
York 41 39 (-2) 3 1 (-2) 44 42 (-2) 
Saint John 39 37 (-2) 2 1 (-1) 41 40 (-1) 
Kings 33 33 (0) 1 0 (-1) 34 33 (-1) 
Northumberland 19 16 (-3) 8 11 (+3) 27 27 (0) 
Restigouche 7 7 (0) 13 13 (0) 20 20 (0) 
Madawaska 1 1 (0) 18 15 (-3) 19 19 (0) 
Kent 4 2 (-2) 12 11 (-1) 16 16 (0) 
Charlotte 14 12 (-2) 0 0 (0) 14 12 (-2) 
Albert 13 13 (0) 1 0 (-1) 14 13 (-1) 
Carleton 14 13 (-1) 0 0 (0) 14 14 (0) 
Sunbury 12 7 (-5) 1 0 (-1) 13 12 (-1) 
Victoria 6 2 (-4) 5 5 (0) 11 10 (-1) 
Queens 8 8 (0) 0 0 (0) 8 8 (0) 
TOTAL 256 229 (-27) 128 117 (-11) 384 374 (-10) 
1 The total sample includes all parents who took part in the study and not just those parents whose linguistic 

group (Anglophone or Francophone) could be identified.  

Literacy New Brunswick Inc. is active in the seven health regions, which are as follows: 
Region 1 (Moncton), consisting of Kent, Albert, and Westmorland counties; Region 2 
(Saint John), consisting of Charlotte, Saint John, and Kings counties, and the following 
parishes in Queens County: Petersville, Hampstead, Wickham, Johnston, and Brunswick 
parishes; Region 3 (Fredericton), consisting of Queens County, (except Petersville, 
Hampstead, Wickham, Johnston, and Brunswick parishes), Victoria County (except 
Drummond and Grand Falls parishes), Carleton, York, and Sunbury counties, and Ludlow 
and Blissfield parishes in Northumberland County; Region 4 (Edmundston), consisting of 
Grand Falls and Drummond parishes in Victoria County, Madawaska County, and 
Grimmer and Saint-Quentin parishes in Restigouche County; Region 5 (Campbellton), 
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consisting of Restigouche County, except Grimmer and Saint-Quentin parishes; Region 6 
(Bathurst), consisting of Gloucester County; and Region 7 (Miramichi), consisting of 
Northumberland County, except Ludlow and Blissfield parishes. 

Table 3 illustrates the distribution of parents who took part in the study by health region.  
Half of the parents (50.6%) who took part come from the health regions in the southern 
part of the province (1 and 2), whereas the Centre regions (3 and 7) and the northern 
regions of the province (4, 5, and 6) are home to roughly one quarter of the parents who 
took part in the study (23.8% for the Centre and 25.5% for the North respectively). 

Table 3.  Distribution of Respondents by Health Region. 

Health Region Anglophones 
n (percentage) 

Francophones 
n (percentage) 

All  
n (percentage) 

1 46 (20.2) 34 (29.1) 90 (24.1) 
2 95 (41.7) 1 (0.9) 99 (26.5) 
3 54 (23.7) 1 (0.9) 62 (16.6) 
4 3 (1.3) 20 (17.1) 29 (7.8) 
5 7 (3.1) 13 (11.1) 20 (5.4) 
6 7 (3.1) 37 (31.6) 46 (12.3) 
7 16 (7.0) 11 (9.4) 27 (7.2) 

TOTAL 228 (66.1) 117 (33.9) 373 

 
In response to the question about the type of community they live in, 52.6% of the 
respondents said that they live in an urban community and 47.4% reported that they live 
in a rural community (see Figure 1).  The percentage of Francophones in rural areas is 
significantly higher (59.0%) than that of Anglophones (44.7%).  For the purposes of this 
study, an urban community is defined as a town or city, and a rural community is defined 
as a village or other locale. 
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Figure 1. Type of Community Lived in by the Respondents. 
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Table 4 specifies the interview locations as identified by the interviewers.  As stated in 
the methodology, family literacy workers interviewed parents of preschool children 
mostly at immunization clinics run by the Public Health Office (78.6%).  It should be 
noted that on 19 questionnaires, the name of the place where the interview was conducted 
was not noted by the interviewers. 

Table 4.  Interview Locations. 

Location Number Percentage 

Immunization Clinic (Public Health) 279 78.6 

Health Centre 52 14.7 

Telephone 14 3.9 

Learning Exchange 6 1.7 

Family Resource Centre 4 1.1 

TOTAL 355 100 
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A.2 Respondents’ Profile 

Five questions were asked to construct a profile of the respondents.  The questions related 
to gender, age, level of studies completed, average household income, and relationship to 
the preschool child. 

Of the 374 persons who took part in the survey, 88.6% are females and 11.4% males (see 
Figure 2).  There is no statistically significant difference between Anglophone and 
Francophone respondents in terms of gender.  As shown in Table 5, in almost all cases, 
the respondent is the mother or father of the preschool child (99.2%).  Two respondents 
are grandparents (0.5%) who live in the same household as the children, and in another 
case (0.3%), the respondent is the mother-in-law or father-in-law (mother’s or father’s 
spouse).  In the following, we will use the expression “parents” to refer to all the 
respondents, including the grandparents and the mother-in-law/father-in-law (mother’s or 
father’s spouse). 

Figure 2. Respondents’ Gender. 
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Table 5.  Relationship between the Respondent and the Preschool Child 
Living in the Home. 

Relationship Anglophones 
n of cases (%) by 

number of children 
(n=303) 

Francophones 
n of cases (%) by 

number of children 
(n=142) 

All 
n of cases (%) by 

number of children 
(n=481) 

Mother or father 300 (99.0) 142 (100) 477 (99.2) 

Mother-in-law or father-in-law 
(father’s or mother’s spouse) 

1 (0.3) - 2 (0.4) 

Grandparents living in the same 
household 

2 (0.7) - 2 (0.4) 

 
Table 6 indicates the ages of the parents, their level of studies completed, and average 
total household income.  The average age of the parents is 29.  Roughly two out of three 
are aged between 25 and 34 (65.9%).  The age of the other respondents ranges from under 
25 (18.7%) to 35 and over (15.4%).  

Level of studies completed was ascertained through two questions: one on the last grade 
completed, and the other on the degree/diploma obtained.  In response to the question on 
last grade completed, most said Grade 12 (86.4%).  Further, of the 233 respondents who 
said that they had obtained another degree/diploma or certificate after high school, 
slightly more than one third said they had earned a university degree (37.8%), and almost 
half said a college diploma (44.2%). 

The average total income of the households of the 274 respondents who agreed to answer 
this question is distributed as follows: slightly more than one person out of five (22.7%) 
lives in a household with an income under $20,000; roughly one person out of three 
(31.8%) lives in a household with a total income between $20,000 and $39,999, and 
slightly less than half (45.6%) live in a household with an income of $40,000 or more. 
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Table 6. Age of Parents, Their Level of Studies Completed, and Average 
Total Household Income. 

 Anglophones  
n (percentage) 

Francophones  
n (percentage) 

All  
n (percentage) 

Age of interviewee (n=215) (n=113) (n=349) 
19 and under 8 (3.7) 3 (2.7) 11 (3.2) 
20 to 24 37 (17.2) 15 (13.3) 54 (15.5) 
25 to 29 65 (30.2) 50 (44.2) 125 (35.8) 
30 to 34 73 (34.0) 26 (23.0) 105 (30.1) 
35 to 39 21 (9.8) 16 (14.2) 40 (11.5) 
40 to 44 9 (4.2) 3 (2.7) 12 (3.4) 
45 and over 2 (0.9) - 2 (0.5) 

    
Last grade of school completed (n=213) (n=116) (n=354) 

Grade 2 - - 1 (0.3) 
Grade 7 or 8 1 (0.5) 4 (3.5) 7 (2.0) 
Grade 9, 10, or 11 20 (9.5) 15 (12.9) 38 (10.7) 
Grade 12 191 (89.7) 96 (82.8) 306 (86.4) 
Grade 13 1 (0.5) 1 (0.9) 2 (0.6) 

    
Other degree/diploma or certificate obtained (n=140) (n=80) (n=233) 

University degree 54 (38.6) 30 (37.5) 88 (37.8) 
College diploma 58 (41.4) 37 (46.3) 103 (44.2) 
Other certificate or diploma 28 (20.0) 13 (16.3) 42 (18.0) 

    
Total household income (n=170) (n=87) (n=274) 

Under $10,000 15 (8.8) 9 (10.3) 224 (8.8) 
$10,000 to $19,999 23 (13.5) 13 (14.9) 38 (13.9) 
$20,000 to 29,999 20 (11.8) 13 (14.9) 38 (13.9) 
$30,000 to 39,999 29 (17.1) 16 (18.4) 49 (17.9) 
$40,000 to 49,999 28 (16.5) 16 (18.4) 45 (16.4) 
$50,000 or more 55 (32.4) 20 (23.0) 80 (29.2) 

 
There is no statistically significant difference between the Anglophone and Francophone 
respondents for all the variables in question (age of parents, level of studies completed, 
and average household income). 
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A.3 Profile of Other Persons Living in the Parents’ Home 

The profile of the other persons living in the parents’ home is divided into two sections: 
profile of the children and profile of those aged 16 and over. 

A.3.1 Children’s Profile 

We will first present the distribution of parents by number of children aged 15 and under 
and by number of preschool children, i.e. children aged five and under not in kindergarten 
and who live in the parents’ home (see Table 7).  Most of the parents (81.9%) live in 
homes with one or two children aged 15 and under.  In all, 683 children aged 15 and 
under live in the households of the parents who answered this question.  Further, of the 
373 parents who answered the question about the number of preschool children living in 
their homes, most have only one preschool child (64.9%), and roughly one third have two 
children (30.6%).  In all, 521 preschool children live in the homes of the parents who 
answered this question.  A significantly higher percentage of Anglophones (22.7%) than 
Francophones (7.3%) reported having more than two children aged 15 and under in their 
households.  Moreover, more Francophones (50.9%) than Anglophones (36.2%) reported 
having only one child in this age group in their households.  The percentage of 
Francophones (76.1%) who reported having only one preschool child is significantly 
higher than that of Anglophones (58.3%). 

Table 7. Number of Children Aged 15 and Under and Number of 
Preschool Children Living in the Parents’ Home. 

 Anglophones  
n (percentage) 

Francophones  
n (percentage) 

All  
n (percentage) 

Households with children aged 15 and under (n=221) (n=110) (n=353) 
1 child per household 80 (36.2) 56 (50.9) 146 (41.4) 
2 children per household 91 (41.2) 46 (41.8) 143 (40.5) 
3 children per household 42 (19.0) 7 (6.4) 54 (15.3) 
4 children per household 7 (3.2) - 8 (2.3) 
5 children per household - 1 (0.9) 1 (0.3) 
7 children per household 1 (0.5) - 1 (0.3) 

Households with children aged 5 and under 
not in kindergarten  

(n=228) (n=117) (n=373) 

1 child per household 133 (58.3) 89 (76.1) 242 (64.9) 
2 children per household 81 (35.5) 28 (23.9) 114 (30.6) 
3 children per household 14 (6.1) - 17 (4.6) 
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Table 8 indicates the gender and age of preschool children living in the parents’ 
households by linguistic group and for the province as a whole.  We will first present the 
data for the oldest child (Child A), the second oldest (Child B), the youngest (Child C), 
and for all children. 

Table 8. Percentage Distribution of Preschool Children Living in the 
Parents’ Home, by Gender and Age. 

 Child A 
n of cases (%) 

Child B 
n of cases (%) 

Child C 
n of cases (%) 

All 
n of cases (%) 

Gender     
Anglophones n=228 n=98 n=14 n=340 

Male 112 (49.1) 45 (45.9) 10 (71.4) 167 (49.1) 
Female 116 (50.9) 53 (54.1) 4 (28.6) 173 (50.9) 

Francophones n=117 n=28 - n=145 
Male 56 (47.9) 17 (60.7)  73 (50.3) 
Female 61 (52.1) 11 (39.3)  72 (49.7) 

Province n=373 n=134 n=17 n=524 
Male 181 (48.5) 66 (49.3) 11 (64.7) 258 (49.2) 
Female 192 (51.3) 68 (51.7) 6 (35.3) 266 (50.8) 

Age      
Anglophones n=229 n=98 n=15 n=342 

Under 1 year 32 (14.0) 33 (33.7) 8 (53.3) 73 (21.3) 
1 year 39 (17.0) 33 (33.7) 5 (33.3) 77 (22.5) 
2 years 24 (10.5) 16 (16.3) 1 (6.7) 41 (12.0) 
3 years 60 (26.2) 14 (14.3) 1 (6.7) 75 (21.9) 
4 years 54 (23.6) 1 (1.0) - 55 (16.1) 
5 years 20 (8.7) 1 (1.0) - 21 (6.1) 

Francophones n=117 n=28 - n=145 
Under 1 year 30 (25.6) 13 (46.4)  43 (29.7) 
1 year 36 (30.8) 12 (42.9)  48 (33.1) 
2 years 9 (7.7) 3 (10.7)  12 (8.3) 
3 years 17 (14.5) -  17 (11.7) 
4 years 22 (18.8) -  22 (15.2) 
5 years 3 (2.6) -  3 (2.1) 

Province n=373 n=134 n=18 n=525 
Under 1 year 71 (19.0) 49 (36.6) 11 (61.1) 131 (25.0) 
1 year 81 (21.7) 49 (36.6) 5 (27.8) 135 (25.7) 
2 years 33 (8.8) 20 (14.9) 1 (5.6) 54 (10.3) 
3 years 83 (22.3) 14 (10.4) 1 (5.6) 98 (18.7) 
4 years 81 (21.7) 1 (0.7) - 82 (15.6) 
5 years 24 (6.4) 1 (0.7) - 25 (4.8) 
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On the whole, the proportion of preschool boys and girls is more or less equal (49.2% for 
boys and 50.8% for girls).  These percentages remain relatively unchanged for the oldest 
child and for the second oldest but increase to roughly two thirds in favour of boys when 
it comes to the third child (64.7% for boys and 35.3% for girls).  These changes in 
proportion may be due to the small number of parents (17) who reported having three 
children in their households.  Half of all the preschool children living in the parents’ 
households, i.e. 50.7%, are aged one or under.  The second highest proportion is that of 
children aged three (18.7%), and the third highest is children aged four (15.6%).  These 
higher age concentrations may be due to the fact that most of the interviews took place at 
immunization clinics and that these clinics are intended more for children aged one and 
under, children aged three, and children aged four.  There is no statistically significant 
difference between the linguistic groups for preschool children’s gender.  However, there 
is a significant difference between Anglophones and Francophones in terms of the age of 
the oldest preschool child (Child A).  The Francophones in the sample have a higher 
percentage of very young children (one year and under), whereas Anglophones have a 
higher percentage of older children (three to five years of age). 

Table 9 indicates the percentage distribution of preschool children for the province as a 
whole in response to the questions about the first language learned and the language of 
communication most often used in the home.  The results show that slightly more than 
two thirds of the children learned English first (68.4%) and that slightly more than one 
quarter of the children learned French first (28.96%).  The proportions are similar for the 
language of communication most often used with the children (68.1% and 29.2% 
respectively).  The percentages rise in favour of English for the second oldest child (Child 
B) and are even higher for the third child (Child C). 

The parents were asked a series of questions about care arrangements for children during 
the day.  As shown in Figure 3, more than half the parents reported having their children 
looked after during the day by someone other than the mother or father (55.0%).  There is 
a statistically significant difference for percentages by linguistic group.  The percentage 
of Francophones who have their children looked after by someone else during the day is 
significantly higher than that of Anglophones (68.4% and 49.6% respectively). 
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Table 9. Preschool Children Living in the Parents’ Home by First 
Language Learned and Language Most Often Used in the Home.  

 Child A Child B Child C All 

     
First language learned     

English only 239 (64.2) 100 (76.3) 16 (100) 355 (68.4) 
French only 121 (32.5) 29 (22.1) - 150 (28.9) 
English and French 12 (3.2) 2 (1.5) - 14 (2.7) 
     

Language most often used     
English only 236 (64.1) 101 (76.5) 16 (88.9) 353 (68.1) 
French only 120 (32.6) 30 (22.7) 1 (5.6) 151 (29.2) 
English and French 12 (3.3) 1 (0.8) 1 (5.6) 14 (2.7) 

 

 

Figure 3. Percentage Distribution of Anglophones, Francophones, and All 
Parents, by Whether Someone Other Than the Mother or Father 
(Guardian) Looks After the Children During the Day. 
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In the main, as illustrated in Figure 4, of the parents who have someone else look after 
their children during the day, slightly more than one third, i.e. 37.1%, rely on a babysitter 
outside the home; roughly one third, i.e. 32.2%, use a babysitter in the home, 16.8% have 
their children minded by someone else; and 13.9% reported that their children are in 
registered daycares.  The percentage of Anglophones reporting that their children are in 
registered daycares is higher (19.1%) than that of Francophones (8.8%), but a higher 
percentage of Francophones (22.5%) than Anglophones (11.8%) rely on other persons or 
services. 

Figure 4. Parents Who Have Their Children Looked After During the Day, by the 
Person or Agency Performing This Function. 
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Figure 5 illustrates that, in the main, more than half the parents who have their children 
looked after during the day do so for 41 or more weeks per year (52.7%), and one person 
out of four (25.5%) does so from 26 to 40 weeks.  There is no statistically significant 
difference for percentages by linguistic group. 
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Figure 5. Parents Who Have Their Children Looked After During the Day, by the 
Number of Weeks of Childminding per Year. 
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In most cases, the number of hours per week that parents have their children looked after 
(See Figure 6) ranges from 25 to 45 hours (52.2% for all parents, and 45.9% for 
Anglophones and 61.3% for Francophones).  Francophones have their children looked 
after for significantly more hours per week than Anglophones. 

Figure 6. Parents Who Have Their Children Looked After During the Day, by 
Number of Hours of Childminding per Week.  
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Lastly, Figure 7 shows that for 99.1% of the Anglophones, the language of 
communication while their children are being minded is English and that for 98.8% of the 
Francophones, the language of communication is French. 

Figure 7. Parents Who Have Their Preschool Children Looked After During the 
Day, by Language of Communication Used During Childminding. 
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A.3.2 Profile of Persons Aged 16 and Over 

To ascertain the profile of adults aged 16 and over living in the parents’ homes, we first 
asked about the number of people of this age living in the parents’ households.  Table 10 
illustrates the answers to this question.  Of the 357 respondents who answered it, most of 
them said that their households include two adults aged 16 and over (79.3%).  Only one 
person out of ten reported living in a household with only one adult (10.6%).  In all, 721 
persons aged 16 and over live in the households of the parents who answered this 
question.  There is no statistically significant difference between Anglophones and 
Francophones for the number of adults aged 16 and over living in their households. 
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Table 10. Distribution of Parents, by Number of Adults Aged 16 and Over 
Living in the Home. 

 Anglophones 
n (percentage) 

Francophones  
N (percentage) 

All  
n (percentage) 

Number of adults aged 16 and 
over per household 

(n=221) (n=113) (n=357) 

1 adult per household 28 (12.7) 10 (8.8) 38 (10.6) 

2 adults per household 173 (78.3) 90 (79.6) 283 (79.3) 

3 adults per household 15 (6.8) 11 (9.7) 28 (7.8) 

4 adults per household 5 (2.3) 1 (0.9) 7 (2.0) 

5 adults per household - 1 (0.9) 1 (0.3) 

Table 11 illustrates the profile of persons aged 16 and over living in the parents’ 
household for the following five variables: their gender; their relationship to Child A, B, 
and C; their age; their last year of school completed; and their obtaining another 
degree/diploma or training certificate.  A total of 327 parents provided information about 
a 2nd adult, 34 about a 3rd adult, 7 about a 4th adult, and 1 about a 5th adult.  In all, 368 
parents provided information about other adults living in their households.  In the main, 
most of these other adults are males (82.3%) and are the fathers of the preschool children 
(82.2%), either Child A (92.9%), Child B (96.7%), or Child C (94.1%).  Roughly two 
adults out of three are between 25 and 34 years old (61.8%), and three out of four have 
completed Grade 12 (76.9%).  Of the 181 parents who provided information about having 
obtained a degree/diploma or adult education certificate, 39.2% said they had earned a 
university degree, 38.1% a college diploma, and 22.7% another type of diploma. 
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Table 11. Profile of Persons Aged 16 and Over Living in the Parents’ 
Home, by Number (Percentage). 

 2nd Adult 3rd Adult 4th Adult 5th Adult All Adults 

Gender n=327 n=33 n=7 n=1 n=368 
Male 275 (84.1) 21 (63.6) 6 (85.7) 1 (100) 303 (82.3) 
Female 52 (15.9) 12 (36.4) 1 (14.3)  65 (17.7) 

Relationship       
Child A n=324 n=34 n=7 n=1 n=366 

Mother/father 301 (92.9)    301 (82.2) 
Guardian 3 (0.9)    3 (0.8) 
Mother-/father-in-
law 

7 (2.2)    7 (1.9) 

Sister/brother  3 (8.8) 1 (14.3)  4 (1.1) 
Grandparents 10 (3.1) 18 (52.9) 4 (57.1)  32 (8.7) 
Aunt/uncle 1 (0.3) 10 (2.7) 2 (28.6)  13 (3.6) 
Cousin  1 (0.3)   1 (0.3) 
Other relationship 2 (0.6)   1 (100) 3 (0.8) 
No relationship  2 (5.9)   2 (0.5) 

Child B n=90 n=4   n=94 
Mother/father 87 (96.7)    87 (92.6) 
Guardian 2 (2.2)    2 (2.1) 
Grandparents 1 (1.1) 2 (50.0)   3 (3.2) 
Aunt/uncle  2 (50.0)   2 (2.1) 

Child C n=17    n=17 
Mother/father 16 (94.1)    16 (94.1) 
Guardian 1 (5.9)    1 (5.9) 

Age n=308 n=32 n=7 n=1 n=348 
16 to 19 4 (1.3) 5 (15.6) 1 (14.3)  10 (2.9) 
20 to 24 18 (5.8) 3 (9.4)   21 (6.0) 
25 to 29 96 (31.2) 4 (12.5) 2 (28.6)  102 (29.3) 
30 to 34 112 (36.4) 1 (3.1)   113 (32.5) 
35 to 39 48 (15.6) 4 (12.5)   52 (14.9) 
40 to 44 17 (5.5) 1 (3.1)   18 (5.2) 
45 and over 13 (4.2) 14 (43.8) 4 (57.1) 1 (100) 32 (9.2) 

Last year of school n=310 n=29 n=6 n=1 n=346 
Less than Grade 6  2 (0.6)  1(16.7) 1 (100) 4 (1.2) 
Grade 6, 7, or 8  7 (2.3) 5 (17.2) 1(16.7)  13 (3.8) 
Grade 9, 10, or 11 50 (16.1) 11 (37.9) 4 (66.7)  61 (17.6) 
Grade 12 249 (80.3) 13 (44.8)   266 (76.9) 
Grade 13 2 (0.6)    2 (0.6) 

Other degree/diploma or 
certificate 

n=171 n=7 n=3 - n=181 

University 66 (38.6)  4 (57.1) 1 (33.3)  71 (39.2) 
College 66 (38.6) 2 (28.6) 1 (33.3)  69 (38.1) 
Other 39 (22.8) 1 (14.3) 1 (33.3)  41 (22.7) 
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B – Family Literacy Activities in the Home 

The part of the survey dealing with family literacy activities in the home consisted of a 
number of questions about materials available in the home and about family literacy 
activities in the home.  The answers to these questions are presented in the two 
subsections below. 

B.1 Materials Available in the Home 

Literacy materials in the home were determined by the presence in the home of reading 
materials for children or adults, such as books, magazines, newspapers, and comic books.  
Parents were asked about the language of the materials, whether there were any reading-
related materials for young children in the home, and whether there was a computer. 

With regard to the types of materials in the home and the language of these materials, 
Table 12 illustrates that for all parents, most of them have books for children (98.4%) and 
adults (95.2%), whereas a slightly smaller majority have magazines for adults (84.2%) 
and newspapers (80.9%).  A little less than half report having children’s magazines 
(48.1%) and comic books (47.3%).  More Francophone parents than Anglophone parents 
report having comic books at home (64.9% and 35.7% respectively).  There is also a 
difference between Anglophones and Francophones regarding the availability of 
children’s magazines.  A larger percentage of Anglophones than Francophones report 
having some at home (51.9% and 37.5% respectively).  These differences are statistically 
significant in both cases. 

In the case of all parents, the highest percentages of materials available in English only in 
the home are for magazines for adults (76.1%), magazines for children (73.4%), and 
newspapers (73.4%).  Where other types of materials are concerned, the percentage of 
materials in English only ranges from 51.9% for books for children to 62.8% for books 
for adults.  The percentages for materials available in French only are all less than 19%, 
except for comic books, where the percentage is slightly greater than one third (35.2%).  
Further, the percentage of parents who report having materials in both languages ranges 
from a minimum of 8.2% for newspapers to a maximum of 32.1% for children’s books. 
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Table 12. Availability of Reading Materials in the Home and Language of 
the Materials. 

Types of  Materials Yes Yes – Language of Materials  No 

  English Only French Only English and 
French 

  

Books for children       
Anglophones 228 (99.6) 183 (80.3) - 45 (19.7)  1 (0.4) 
Francophones  112 (95.7) 4 (3.6) 56 (50.0) 52 (46.4)  5 (4.3) 
All 368 (98.4) 191 (51.9) 59 (16.0) 118 (32.1)  6 (1.6) 

       
Books for adults       

Anglophones 219 (95.6) 201 (91.8) - 18 (8.2)  10 (4.4) 
Francophones  110 (94.0) 10 (9.1) 50 (45.5) 50 (45.5)  7 (6.0) 
All 355 (95.2) 223 (62.8) 52 (14.6) 80 (22.5)  18 (4.8) 

       
Magazines for children       

Anglophones 111 (51.9) 108 (97.3) - 3 (2.7)  103 (48.1) 
Francophones  42 (37.5) 8 (19.0) 28 (66.7) 6 (14.3)  70 (62.5) 
All 169 (48.1) 124 (73.4) 31 (18.3) 14 (8.3)  182 (51.9) 

       
Magazines for adults       

Anglophones 194 (86.6) 192 (99.0) - 2 (1.0)  30 (13.4) 
Francophones  91 (77.8) 27 (29.7) 39 (42.9) 25 (27.5)  26 (22.2) 
All 310 (84.2) 235 (76.1) 41 (13.3) 33 (10.7)  58 (15.8) 

       
Newspapers       

Anglophones 186 (84.5) 185 (99.5) - 1 (0.5)  34 (15.5) 
Francophones  86 (74.8) 15 (17.4) 52 (60.5) 19 (22.1)  29 (25.2) 
All 293 (80.9) 215 (73.4) 54 (18.4) 24 (8.2)  69 (19.1) 

       
Comic books       

Anglophones 75 (35.7) 70 (93.3) - 5 (6.7)  135 (64.3) 
Francophones  74 (64.9) 10 (13.5) 55 (74.3) 9 (12.2)  40 (35.1) 
All 165 (47.3) 88 (53.3) 58 (35.2) 19 (11.5)  184 (52.7) 

 
More than 90% of Anglophones report that the materials available in their homes are in 
English only (percentages range from 91.8% to 99.5%), except for children’s books, with 
the percentage thereof falling to 80.3%.  No Anglophone home has materials solely in 
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French.  A small percentage of them report having materials in both English and French 
(percentages range from 0.5 to 19.7%).  

Among Francophones who report having reading materials at home, the percentage of 
those with materials only in French is lower than that of Anglophones.  At least 50% of 
Francophones report having the following materials in French only: comic books 
(74.3%), children’s magazines (66.7%), newspapers (60.5%), and children’s books 
(50.0%). 

The percentage of Francophones who report having materials in both languages is again 
higher than the percentage of Anglophones (at least twice as high for each kind of 
material).  For example, nearly half of Francophones who report having children’s books 
at home say that these books are in both languages (46.5% for Francophones and 19.7% 
for Anglophones).  The same holds true for books for adults (45.5% for Francophones and 
8.2% for Anglophones). 

Another analysis revealed no statistically significant difference between the percentages 
of parents who report having different types of materials in the home, whether they live in 
rural or urban areas. 

Parents were also asked about the availability in their homes of reading-related materials 
for preschool children.  Table 13 illustrates the answers to these questions for all parents, 
and for Anglophone and Francophone parents.  

In the main, for all types of reading-related materials, the percentage of parents who 
report having such materials in the home ranges from a minimum of 51.8% for video 
games to a maximum of 96.2% for crayons (colour crayons, markers, pens, chalk, 
brushes, paint).  More than 9 persons out of 10 report having children’s movies (93.8%), a 
tape recorder (93.3%), and paper, colouring books, or a blackboard (92.8%).  Percentages 
are significantly slightly higher among Anglophones than Francophones for the three 
categories: of related materials: crayons, pens, markers, chalk, etc. (98.2% for 
Anglophones and 91.5% for Francophones); paper, colouring books, etc. (96.5% for 
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Anglophones and 85.5% for Francophones); and tape recorders (96.0% for Anglophones 
and 88.0% for Francophones).  

Table 13. Availability of Reading-related Materials in the Home. 

Types of Related Materials Anglophones  Francophones  All 

 Yes No  Yes No  Yes No 

Crayons, colour crayons, markers, ballpoint 
pens, chalk and/or paint and brushes 

98.2 1.8  91.5 8.5  96.2 3.8 

Paper, colouring books, and/or blackboard 96.5 3.5  85.5 14.5  92.8 7.2 

Blocks (Lego or other kinds) 89.5 10.5  86.2 13.8  89.0 11.0 

Plasticine 60.8 39.2  50.4 49.6  57.7 2.3 

Puzzles 85.0 15.0  84.5 15.5  84.6 15.4 

Musical instruments 80.1 19.9  75.2 24.8  78.2 21.8 

Magnetic letters/numbers and/or 
letter/number blocks 

71.0 29.0  65.5 34.5  69.6 30.4 

Tape recorder and audio tapes 96.0 4.0  88.0 12.0  93.3 6.7 

Video games 48.9 51.1  51.7 48.3  51.8 48.2 

Parlour games and/or playing cards 89.0 11.0  81.9 18.1  85.7 14.3 

Children’s movies 95.2 4.8  92.3 7.7  93.8 6.2 

Another analysis revealed no statistically significant difference between the percentage of 
parents who report having various kinds of reading-related materials in the home, whether 
they live in rural or urban areas. 

In response to the question about the availability of a computer in the home (see Figure 
8), roughly half of the parents report having one (44.9%).  The difference between the 
percentage of Anglophones (44.1%) and Francophones (43.9%) who report having one is 
not statistically significant.  Of the 162 parents who report having a computer at home, 
56.2% say that their preschool children use it (see Figure 9).  More Anglophones (67.3%) 
than Francophones (40.8%) report that it is used by their preschool children.  This 
difference is statistically significant but is perhaps due to the age of the children in each 
linguistic group. 
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Another analysis revealed no significant difference between the percentage of parents 
who report having a computer at home, whether they live in urban or rural areas. 

Figure 8. Availability of a Computer in the Home. 
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Figure 9. Use of a Computer by Preschool Children in Homes with a Computer. 
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B.2 Family Literacy Activities in the Home 

Family literacy activities in the parents’ homes are presented in three subsections: family 
literacy activities among adults and older children, family literacy activities done as a 
family, and family literacy activities among preschool children. 

B.2.1 Literacy Activities among Adults and Older 
Children 

We asked about reading activities in the parents’ homes and about the reading activities 
of other people in the home.  In response to the question, “Do you read at home 
(newspapers, recipes, books, brochures, magazines, novels, mail, etc.)?”, almost all 
parents answered that they did: 98.7% for all, 99.6% for Anglophones and 96.6% for 
Francophones (See Figure 10). 

Figure 10. Parents Who Read at Home. 
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As illustrated in Figure 11, almost eight persons out of ten who read at home do so from 
30 minutes to 8 hours per week (79.0%).  In the main, one person out of ten devotes less 
than 30 minutes to it (10.3%), and one out of ten more than eight hours (10.6%).  There is 
no statistically significant difference for these two questions by linguistic group 
(Anglophone compared to Francophone) or by type of area lived in (urban or rural). 
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Figure 11. Time Spent Weekly by Parents Reading in the Home. 
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Figure 12 illustrates that in most parents’ homes, there are other persons in the home who 
read: 86.5% for all, 86.3% for Anglophones, and 86.3% for Francophones.  In almost two 
thirds of these cases (64.1%), there is only one other person who reads, and, in slightly 
more than one fifth of these cases (22.8%), two other persons (see Figure 13).  The 
percentage of households where there is only one other person who reads at home is 
slightly higher among Francophones (72.0%) than Anglophones (59.5%).  Further, 
Anglophones (26.7%) account for a slightly higher percentage than Francophones 
(18.0%) of homes with two other persons who read (18.0%).  These differences in 
percentages for linguistic groups are not statistically significant, however.  Lastly, as 
illustrated by Figure 14, of those other persons in the home who read, those who read the 
most devote to it, in almost three out of four cases, 30 minutes to 8 hours per week.  In the 
main, 17.5% of these persons read for more than eight hours.  There is no statistically 
significant difference between the linguistic groups. 
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Figure 12. Presence of Other Persons Who Read in the Parents’ Home. 
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Figure 13. Number of Other Persons Who Read in the Parents’ Home. 
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Figure 14. Time Spent Weekly Reading at Home by the Other Person Who Reads 
the Most in the Home. 
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A statistical analysis revealed no statistically significant difference between the 
percentages of parents, whether they live in rural or urban areas, for the following 
variables: presence of other persons who read in the home and the time they spend 
reading each week.  However, there is a significant difference for the variable of the 
number of people who do so.  There are slightly more parents in rural areas who report 
that there are two or more persons in their homes who read (47.6% for those in rural areas 
and 28.6% for those in urban areas). 

B.2.2 Family Literacy Activities Done as a Family 

Parents were asked a number of questions about literacy activities they and others do with 
preschool children.  Table 14 illustrates that, in the main, 91.7% of parents read to 
preschool children.  This percentage is significantly higher among Anglophones (96.5%) 
than Francophones (81.9%).  Similarly, a large percentage of parents state that other 
persons in the home read to their preschool children (84.9%).  This percentage is also 
significantly higher among Anglophones (92.1%) than Francophones (72.2%).  The 
percentage of parents who report that someone sings regularly to the children is similar 
for all groups and is 92.4% for all.  Further, in the main, 59.0% of parents report that 
someone in the family regularly tells the children stories.  The difference in the 
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percentages of Francophones (64.0%) and Anglophones (56.2%) who do so is not 
statistically significant. 

Table 14. Literacy Activities in Which Adults Present in the Home 
Participate with Preschool Children. 

Adults’ literacy activities in the home with 
preschool children 

Anglophones  Francophones  All 

 Yes No Yes No  Yes No 

Do you read (books, instructions, signs, letters, 
messages, etc.) to your preschool child 
(children)? 

96.5 3.5 81.9 18.1  91.7 8.3

Do one or more persons read to your preschool 
child (children)? 

92.1 7.9 72.2 27.8  84.9 15.1

Does someone in the family tell (and not read) 
stories regularly to your preschool child 
(children)?  

56.2 43.8 64.0 36.0  59.0 41.0

Does someone in the family sing songs or nursery 
rhymes regularly to your preschool child 
(children)?  

92.5 7.5 91.3 8.7  92.4 7.6

An analysis according to area lived in revealed that there are significantly slightly more 
parents in urban areas who say they read to their preschool children (94.1%) than those in 
rural areas (88.2%).  There is no significant difference for other kinds of literacy activities 
that adults do with children. 

We asked parents who read to their preschool children about the methods they use.  The 
parents talked about the various reading methods used based on a Likert-type, five-point 
scale, with 1 meaning “never”, 2 “rarely”, 3 “occasionally”, 4 “most of the time”, and 5 
“always”.  Table 15 contains the responses to these questions.  In the main, the mean 
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scores for the eight reading methods evaluated range from a minimum of 2.83 for reading 
stories without stopping to a maximum of 4.74 for sitting next to the child while reading.  
Most of the time, parents say they stop reading to point out pictures or words (mean score 
of 4.29), reread the same stories (mean score of 3.99), and hold the book and turn the 
pages (mean score of 3.85).  Statistically significant differences are noted between the 
mean scores of Anglophones and Francophones for the following two methods: rereading 
the same stories to the child (mean score of 4.08 for Anglophones and 3.84 for 
Francophones) and sitting next to the child while reading (mean score of 4.85 for 
Anglophones and 4.57 for Francophones).  In both cases, the mean scores for 
Anglophones are slightly higher than those for Francophones.  There is no statistically 
significant difference by area lived in. 

Table 15. Mean Scores for Anglophones, Francophones, and All Parents, 
by Reading Methods Used by the Latter with Their Preschool 
Children. 

Reading Methods Anglophones Francophones All 

You choose the book that will be read. 2.91 3.22 3.04 

You reread to the child stories you have already read to 
him or her. 

4.08 3.84 3.99 

You sit next to the child while reading. 4.85 4.57 4.74 

You hold the book and turn the pages. 3.84 3.84 3.85 

You read the story without stopping. 2.90 2.70 2.83 

You stop reading and point out pictures or words. 4.29 4.28 4.29 

You stop reading and ask the child what happens next in 
the story. 

3.13 2.85 3.01 

You encourage your child to say words out loud with 
you when he or she is already familiar with the book. 

3.61 3.47 3.56 
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We conducted a multivariate analysis to determine if there was a relationship between the 
mean scores for the eight reading methods and the following variables: linguistic group, 
average age of preschool children in the home, last year of school completed by the 
interviewee, number of preschool children in the home, and number of adults aged 16 or 
more in the home.  The results of this analysis revealed a statistically significant 
difference for two of these variables (correlation of 0.31), accounting for 7.2% of the 
variance.  There is a significant relationship between parents who have very young 
children and a small number of preschool children in the home and the following four 
methods: 1) parents choose more often the book to be read; 2) hold the book and turn the 
pages more often; 3) stop reading and ask what happens next less often; and 4) encourage 
the child less often to say words out loud when he or she is already familiar with the 
book.  There is no statistically significant difference by linguistic group in these analyses. 

Table B1 in Appendix B gives the percentage distribution, mean scores, and standard 
deviations for Anglophones, Francophones, and for the province as a whole for each of 
the eight reading methods. 

As for other persons who read to preschool children, Figure 15 illustrates that, in the 
main, 60.3% of parents report that the other person who reads the most to preschool 
children is the father.  This percentage increases to 64.3 for Anglophones but drops to 
49.4% for Francophones.  This difference is statistically significant.  Further, as shown in 
Figure 16, those interviewed reported that in 63.4% of cases (66.8% for Anglophones and 
56.1% for Francophones), it is they who most often read to preschool children in their 
homes.  The differences in percentage by linguistic group are not statistically significant.  
Further, there is no statistically significant difference for these two questions according to 
the area lived in by the parents. 
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Figure 15. Other Persons Who Read to Preschool Children in the Home, by 
Whether the Father, Mother, or Another Person Reads to Them Most 
Often. 
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Figure 16. Persons Who Read to Preschool Children in the Home, by Whether the 
Interviewee, Another Person, or Both Equally Read to Them Most 
Often. 

66.8

56.1
63.4

8.8 11.0 10.0

24.4
32.9

26.5

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

Anglophones Francophones All

Interviewee

 

 33 



Family and Early Childhood Literacy in New Brunswick: A Provincial Snapshot (Spring 1999) 

Lastly, parents were asked about the number of times per week preschool children are 
read to in the home according to the following scale: 0 to 2 times, 3 to 5 times, 6 to 8 
times, or more than 8 times.  Figure 17 indicates the percentage distribution as a whole 
and for each linguistic group.  In the main, more than two thirds of parents report that 
their children are read to 6 to 8 times per week or more than 8 times per week (67.9%).  
This percentage is significantly higher among Anglophones (77.0%) than Francophones 
(53.8%).  Further, there are slightly more parents in urban areas who read to preschool 
children at least three times per week or more (96.0%) than those who live in rural areas 
(86.5%). 

Figure 17. Number of Times per Week That Preschool Children in the Home Are 
Read to. 
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B.2.3 Family Literacy Activities among Preschool 
Children 

Parents were asked how often their preschool children engage in eight literacy activities 
according to the following answer scale: 1 “never”; 2 “rarely”; 3 “occasionally”; 4 
“often”; and 5 “very often”. 

Table 16 illustrates that, in the main, parents report that their preschool children often 
engage in the following activities: watching educational television programs (4.05); 
pointing out pictures and words when reading (3.92); entertaining themselves with print 
materials (3.88); and drawing or scribbling (3.79).  Children occasionally do the other 
activities whose frequency was evaluated, except the activity of reproducing letters or 
writing, the mean score for which is 2.51, indicating that they engage in this activity 
rarely or occasionally.  The mean scores for Anglophones continue to be significantly 
higher than those for Francophones, except for watching educational television programs.  
The differences observed are not significant in the latter case. 

We conducted a multivariate analysis to determine if there was a relationship between the 
mean scores for the eight children’s literacy activities and the following variables: 
linguistic group; average age of preschool children in the home; last year of school 
completed by the interviewee; number of preschool children in the home; and number of 
adults aged 16 or over in the home.  The analysis revealed that there is a statistically 
significant difference for two of these variables (correlation of 0.61), accounting for 
33.4% of the variance.  Parents who have very young children and a small number of 
preschool children in the home score lower on the eight proposed activities.  There is no 
statistically significant difference by linguistic group in these analyses. 
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Table 16. Mean Scores for Anglophones, Francophones, and All Parents, 
by Frequency of Preschool Children’s Literacy Activities. 

Preschool Children’s Activities Anglophones Francophones All 

Ask questions when he or she is read to. 3.46 2.83 3.21 

Points out pictures and words when he or she is read 
to. 

4.10 3.69 3.92 

Entertains self with print materials without an adult 
being present (looks at pictures, pretends to read, 
etc.) 

4.12 3.62 3.88 

Tells stories (and does not read them) to himself or 
herself or others and/or pretends to do so. 

3.74 2.84 3.39 

Draws and scribbles. 4.00 3.47 3.79 

Watches educational television programs (e.g. 
Sesame Street, the Magic School Bus, Caillou, 
Teletubbies). 

4.10 4.00 4.05 

Recognizes letters, his or her name, or words. 3.31 2.56 3.05 

Reproduces letters and/or writes his or her name or 
words. 

2.68 2.21 2.51 

Table B2 in Appendix B illustrates percentage distribution, mean scores, and standard 
deviations for Anglophones, Francophones, and the whole province for each of the eight 
activities. 

Further, we noted significant differences depending on the area lived in and the frequency 
of preschool children’s literacy activities in four cases: 1) the child asks questions during 
reading (mean score of 3.31 for those who live in urban areas compared to 2.97 for those 
who live in rural areas); 2) the child points out pictures or words during reading (mean 
score of 4.01 for those who live in urban areas compared to 3.72 for those who live in 
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rural areas); 3) the child draws and scribbles (mean score of 3.91 for those who live in 
urban areas compared to 3.57 for those who live in rural areas); and 4) the child 
recognizes letters, his or her name, or words (mean score of 3.17 for those who live in 
urban areas compared to 2.78 for those who live in rural areas).  In these four cases, the 
mean scores of parents who live in urban areas are significantly slightly higher than those 
who live in rural areas. 

C – Family Literacy Activities in the Community 

Parents were asked five questions about the frequency with which they took part in family 
literacy activities in their communities, based on a five-point scale: 1 meaning “never”; 2 
“rarely”; 3 “occasionally”; 4 “often”; and 5 “very often”.  Table 17 indicates the mean 
scores for all parents, Anglophones, and Francophones.  The mean scores for the five 
questions indicate that, in the main, the parents rarely take part in literacy activities in the 
community.  

The scores range from a minimum of 1.81 for participation of preschool children in 
family literacy activities outside the home (excluding daycares) to a maximum of 2.67 for 
utilization of library services.  Anglophones have significantly slightly higher scores than 
Francophones for three out of the five questions: use of library services by preschool 
children (2.20 for Anglophones and 1.70 for Francophones); participation of preschool 
children in family literacy activities outside the home (excluding daycares) (1.99 for 
Anglophones and 1.48 for Francophones); and arrangements made to enable children to 
get to those activities (1.94 for Anglophones and 1.63 for Francophones).  There is no 
statistically significant difference for the five questions in terms of the area lived in 
(urban as opposed to rural). 
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Table 17. Mean Scores for Anglophones, Francophones, and All Parents, 
by Frequency of Participation in Literacy Activities in the 
Community. 

Literacy Activities in the Community Anglophones Francophones All 

Do one or more persons in your family use the 
services of a library (mobile library)? 

2.67 2.66 2.67 

Do you or your preschool child (children) use these 
library services? 

2.20 1.70 2.01 

Do one or more adults in your family take part in 
activities outside the home (excluding work) 
related to reading and writing (e.g. workshop on 
how to read to children, reading clubs, public 
readings, cinemas)? 

1.98 1.79 1.91 

Daycares aside, does (do) your preschool child 
(children) take part in activities outside the home 
related to reading and writing (e.g. story hour at 
the library, theatre puppet workshops, etc.)? 

1.99 1.48 1.81 

Do you make arrangements for you or someone else 
to take your child (children) to such activities? 

1.94 1.63 1.85 

 
We conducted a multivariate analysis to determine if there was a relationship between the 
mean scores for the five literacy activities in the community and the following variables: 
linguistic group; average age of preschool children in the home; last year of school 
completed by the interviewee; number of preschool children in the home; and number of 
adults aged 16 or over in the home.  The analysis revealed a statistically significant 
difference for two of these variables (correlation of 0.20), accounting for 7.8% of the 
variance.  There is a significant relationship between Anglophone parents who have older 
preschool children and more preschool children in the home and a higher participation 
rate in four of the five literacy activities in the community: 1) preschool children use 
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library services more often; 2) adults in the home take part more often in reading and 
writing activities outside the home; 3) preschool children in the home take part more 
often in reading and writing activities outside the home; and 4) parents make 
arrangements more often to have their children taken to such activities.  The difference 
between the linguistic groups is probably due to the fact that slightly more than three 
quarters of Francophone parents (76.1%) have only one preschool child in the home and 
that slightly more than half the oldest preschool children are aged one or under in the case 
of Francophones (56.4%) (see Tables 7 and 8).  

Table B3 of Appendix B indicates percentage distribution, mean scores, and standard 
deviations for Anglophones, Francophones, and the entire province for each of the five 
questions. 

D - Perceptions and Aspirations in Terms of Family Literacy 

Parents reported to what extent they agreed or disagreed with three statements designed to 
measure their perceptions and aspirations in terms of family literacy.  They gave their 
responses using the following scale: 1 “totally disagree”; 2 “tend to disagree”; 3  
“somewhat agree”; 4 “tend to agree”; and 5 “totally agree”. 

Table 18 illustrates that, in the main, the parents tend to agree with the statements.  They 
would like to learn more about what helps a child learn how to read and write (mean score 
of 4.32) and how to better prepare their children to learn how to read and write (mean 
score of 4.03).  They are also satisfied with what they are doing to prepare their children 
to learn how to read and write (mean score of 4.27).  There is no significant difference 
between the mean scores for Anglophones and Francophones on the three statements.  
However, there is a significant difference for the areas lived in.  Parents who live in urban 
areas have a somewhat higher mean score (4.14) than those who live in rural areas (3.91) 
when asked about their willingness to learn about how to better prepare their children to 
learn how to read and write.  

We conducted a multivariate analysis to determine if there was a relationship between the 
mean scores for the three statements concerning perceptions and aspirations in terms of 
family literacy and the following variables: linguistic group; average age of preschool 
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children in the home; last year of school completed by the interviewee; number of 
preschool children in the home; and number of adults 16 or older in the home.  The 
analysis revealed that there is a minor, but statistically significant, relationship between 
two pairs of variables.  The first relationship (correlation of 0.07) accounts for 3.1% of 
the variance.  Interviewees who have completed more years of schooling and have more 
adults aged 16 or over in their homes score lower on the three statements.  The second 
relationship (correlation of 0.06) accounts for 2.4% of the variance.  Interviewees who 
have older preschool children and who have more preschool children in their homes score 
lower on the three statements. 

Table 18. Mean scores for Anglophones, Francophones, and All Parents, 
by Perceptions and Aspirations in Terms of Family Literacy. 

Perceptions and Aspirations in Terms of Family 
Literacy 

Anglophones Francophones All 

I am satisfied with what I am doing to prepare my 
child (children) to learn how to read and 
write. 

4.26 4.24 4.27 

I would like to learn how to better prepare my 
child (or children) to learn how to read and 
write. 

3.96 4.12 4.03 

I would like to find out more about what helps a 
child learn how to read and write. 

4.28 4.42 4.32 

 
Table B4 of Appendix B indicates percentage distribution, mean scores, and standard 
deviations for Anglophones, Francophones, and the entire province for each of the three 
statements. 
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E - Intention to Participate in Family Literacy Activities 

The parents indicated to what extent they would participate in a series of three activities if 
they were offered in their region.  They gave their answers according to the following 
scale: 1 “definitely not”; 2 “probably not”; 3 “perhaps”; 4 “probably would”; and 5 
“definitely would”.  Table 19 illustrates the results.  In the main, the parents report that 
they would probably take part in family literacy activities, such as registering their 
children in activities designed to prepare them to learn how to read and write (mean score 
of 4.36), attending such activities with their children (mean score of 4.36), and attending a 
workshop designed to teach parents how to prepare their children to learn how to read and 
write (mean score of 4.05).  There is no statistically significant difference for the 
linguistic groups or areas lived in. 

We conducted a multivariate analysis to determine if there was a relationship between the 
mean scores for the three statements regarding the parents’ intention to take part in family 
literacy activities and the following variables: linguistic group; average age of preschool 
children in the home; last year of school completed by the interviewee; number of 
preschool children in the home; and number of adults aged 16 and over in the home.  The 
analysis revealed no statistically significant relationship among these variables. 

Table 19. Mean Scores for Anglophones, Francophones, and All Parents, 
by Intention to Participate in Family Literacy Activities. 

Intention to Participate in Family Literacy Activities Anglophones Francophones All 

I would attend a workshop designed to help parents 
prepare their children to learn how to read and 
write. 

4.01 4.13 4.05 

I would attend together with my child (or children) 
activities that prepare them to learn how to read and 
write. 

4.38 4.31 4.36 

I would register my child (or children) in activities that 
prepare them to learn how to read and write. 

4.32 4.41 4.36 
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Table B5 of Appendix B indicates percentage distribution, mean scores, and standard 
deviations for Anglophones, Francophones, and the entire province for each of the three 
activities. 

Parents who scored three or less on any of these three activities were asked to indicate 
what would stop them from taking part in such activities.  In all, 81 of the 108 parents 
with such a score identified one, two, or three obstacles.  Those parents gave 111 
responses in all.  We grouped the obstacles together into 19 categories.  Table 20 
indicates the percentage of parents’ responses for each category of obstacles.  In the main, 
the obstacles vary considerably.  The five obstacles cited most often are as follows: work 
(22.5%); conviction that they can prepare their children themselves (18.9%); lack of time 
(18.9%); transportation (9.0%); and the presence of other children in the home (8.1%).  
The same five obstacles occur most often among Anglophones and Francophones but 
with different percentages and in a different order. 

This report on the findings of the survey of New Brunswick parents of preschool children 
enabled us, among other things, to take stock of the principal demographic characteristics 
of the members of the participants’ households that took part in the study.  A description 
of a few family literacy activities in the home and the community was also given.  Finally, 
the last two sections shed light on the perceptions and aspirations of parents regarding 
family literacy and their intention to take part in family literacy activities.  We will now 
move on to the last part of this report, which contains the main conclusions of the study. 
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Table 20. Obstacles Reported by Parents Preventing Them from 
Participating in Family Literacy Activities. 

Obstacles Anglophones 
(n=51 out of 68) 

(percentage based 
on 72 answers) 

Francophones 
(n=25 out of 30) 

(percentage 
based on 34 

answers) 

All-Province 
(n=81 out of 108) 

(percentage 
based on 111 

answers) 

Depends on work (depends on their 
availability or that of a babysitter) 

15.3 35.3 22.5 

Confident in ability to prepare their 
children themselves. 

18.1 17.6 18.9 

Very little or no time. 25.0 5.9 18.9 
Depends on availability of transportation. 11.1 5.9 9.0 
Other children at home. 9.7 5.9 8.1 
Prefer to wait until the child is in school. 2.8 2.9 2.7 
Depends on the quality of the sessions are 
like. 

4.2 - 2.7 

If sessions are aimed more at parents and 
less at children. 

1.4 2.9 1.8 

Not willing to let the child take part alone. 1.4 2.9 1.8 
Depends on cost. 1.4 - 0.9 
Depends on the language in which the 
sessions are offered. 

- 2.9 0.9 

Could not attend if a child were ill. 1.4 - 0.9 
Prefers games (crafting, drawing, playing 
with puppets) 

- 2.9 0.9 

Depends on topic of sessions. - 2.9 0.9 
Finds it easier to do it at home. - 2.9 0.9 
Too embarrassed to attend. - 2.9 0.9 
Prefers that someone else helps the child. - 2.9 0.9 
They do all that (reading and writing) at 
daycare. 

1.4 - 0.9 

Have other social activities 1.4 - 0.9 
 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 

This survey of a geographically representative sample of New Brunswick parents of 
preschool children is the fourth part of the research project entitled Family and Early 
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Childhood Literacy in New Brunswick : A Provincial Snapshot (Spring 1999). The 
purpose of the survey was to take stock of New Brunswick families and the family 
literacy activities in which they participate in the home and the community. Box 1 
summarizes the highlights of the survey. 

A questionnaire was administered in face-to-face interviews with a geographically 
representative sample of parents of preschool children in New Brunswick.  In all, 374 
people took part in the survey.  We were able to identify the linguistic group to which 346 
of them belonged: 229 Anglophones and 117 Francophones.  The reader will recall that 
“Anglophone” refers to parents who have in their homes preschool children whose first 
language learned is English and with whom the language of communication most often 
used in the home is English.  The term “Francophone” refers to parents who have in their 
homes preschool children whose first language learned is French and with whom the 
language of communication most often used in the home is French. 

The findings were presented in five sections: demographic characteristics; family literacy 
activities in the home; family literacy activities in the community; parents’ perceptions 
and aspirations in terms of family literacy; and intention to take part in family literacy 
activities.  We will address in the same order the chief conclusions arising from the 
findings. 

Parents were asked a number of questions so that we could profile their chief 
demographic characteristics, those of other adults in the home, and those of the children 
living with them.  In all, the respondents are especially females (88.6%), aged 29 (65.9% 
of the parents range in age from 25 to 34).  In 99.2% of cases, the respondent is the 
mother or father.  Slightly more than half live in urban areas (52.6%), and roughly half 
live in households with an average income of $40,000 or more.  Most of them have 
completed Grade 12 (86.4%), and among the 233 who reported having obtained another 
degree/diploma, 37.8% said they have a university degree, and 44.2% a college diploma. 
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1. Summary of Highlights Raised in Part IV - Survey of Parents of Preschool 
Children (Part 1 of 2) 

 
Demographic Characteristics of Respondents 
• The sample of 374 New Brunswick parents of preschool children who took part in the 

study is geographically, but not necessarily demographically, representative. 

• Respondents were mostly women (88.6%) and 29 years of age (65.9% of parents 
ranged from 25 to 34 years of age).  In 99.2% of cases, the respondent was either the 
mother or father.  Slightly more than half lived in urban areas (52.6%), and almost 
23% lived in households whose average income was less than $20,000.  Most of them 
had completed Grade 12 (86.4%), and of the 233 who reported having another degree 
or diploma, 37.8% said they had a university degree, and 44.2% reported having a 
college diploma. 

• Most parents reported that their households included either one child (41.4%) or two 
children (40.5%) 15 years of age or younger.  Further, 64.9% of parents reported that 
their households included one preschool child, and 30.6% reported having two 
preschool children.  Of Francophone parents, 76.8% had only one preschool child, 
whereas this was true for 58.3% of Anglophones.  Moreover, in 56.4% of cases, the 
average age of the oldest preschool child was one year or less in Francophones 
families, compared to 31.0% for Anglophones. 

 
Family Literacy Activities in the Home 
• Overall, in terms of material available in the home, a large percentage of parents 

reported having such reading material as children’s books (98.4%), books for adult 
readers (95.2%), magazines for adult readers (84.2%), and newspapers (80.9%). 

• More than two thirds of parents reported having reading-related material in the home 
(for example, crayons (colour crayons, movies, tape recorder, paper, colouring books, 
etc.) , with the percentages ranging from 69.6% to 96.1%.  However, in the case of 
“blocks” and “video games”, the percentages dropped to 57.7% and 51.8% 
respectively. 

• Most parents reported engaging in literacy activities in the home with their preschool 
children. Most of the parents who took part in the survey (91.7%) reported reading to 
their preschool children, and 84.9% said that other persons read to their children. 
Significantly slightly more parents who live in urban areas (94.1%) report that they 
read to their preschool children, compared to those who live in rural areas (88.2%). 

• Slightly more than two thirds of parents reported that their children are read to at least 
6 times or more per week (67.9%). 
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1. Summary of Highlights Raised in Part IV - Survey of Parents of Preschool 
Children (Part 2 of 2) 

Family Literacy Activities in the Community 

• Although most parents have very favourable perceptions, desires, and intentions when 
it comes to family literacy, they tend on the whole to rarely take part in literacy 
activities in their communities. No statistically significant difference was noted 
between parents who live in urban and those who live rural areas. 

Parents’ Perceptions and Aspirations in Terms of Family Literacy 

• Parents tend to agree with the following statements about their perceptions and 
aspirations regarding family literacy: they would like to find out more about what 
helps their children learn how to read and write; they want to better prepare their 
children to learn how to read and write; and they are satisfied with what they are 
doing to prepare their children to learn how to read and write. 

 

Intention to Take Part in Family Literacy Activities 

• On the whole, when asked about their intention to take part in family literacy 
activities, all parents said that they probably would.  They would probably register 
their children in preparatory reading and writing activities, attend such activities with 
their children, and take part in workshops designed to teach parents how to prepare 
their children to learn how to read and write. 

 

 

Most parents report living in a home where there are two adults aged 16 or more (79.3%).  
In most cases, the second adult is a male (84.1%) and is the father of the preschool 
children (in more than 93% of cases).  More than two thirds of the time, the 2nd adult 
ranges in age from 25 to 34 (67.6%), and in most cases has completed Grade 12 (80.3%).  
In homes with more than two adults, they are usually grandparents. 

Lastly, most parents report having in the home either one child (41.4%) or two children 
(40.5%) aged 15 and under.  Further, 64.9% of parents report having in the home one 
preschool child, with 30.6% reporting having two preschool children.  In the main, the 
profile of preschool children who live in the parents’ home is as follows.  The children are 
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distributed almost equally by gender (49.2% are girls and 50.8% are boys).  Half are one 
year old or less (50.7%).  However, this profile changes according to linguistic group.  
Significant differences are noted between Anglophones and Francophones in terms of the 
number of preschool children in the home and their ages.  We found that 76.8% of 
Francophone parents have only one preschool child in the home, with the tally dropping 
to 58.3% for Anglophones.  Further, in 56.4% of cases, the oldest preschool child in 
Francophone homes is one year old or less, compared to 31.0% in Anglophone homes.  In 
sum, Francophone parents have fewer and younger preschool children in their homes, 
whereas Anglophones have more and older preschool children at home. 

In roughly 68% of cases, preschool children learned English first and use this language 
most often to communicate at home.  In some 29% of cases, they first learned French and 
use this language most often to communicate at home.  Slightly more than half are looked 
after by someone other than their mothers or fathers (55.0%), either by a babysitter at 
home (32.2%) or a babysitter outside the home (37.1%).  More than half are minded 41 
weeks or more per year (52.7%) from 25 to 45 hours per week. 

Family literacy activities in the parents’ homes were measured by the availability of 
various reading-type materials in the home and by the kinds of literacy activities in which 
parents and other persons living in the home take part.  As for the type of materials 
available in the home, a large proportion of parents report in the main that they have 
reading materials in the home such as books for children (98.4%), books for adults 
(95.2%), magazines for adults (84.2%), and newspapers (80.9%).  Statistically significant 
differences in terms of percentages for linguistic groups were noted for two types of 
materials: more Francophone parents than Anglophones report having comic books at 
home (64.9% and 35.7% respectively) and inversely, more Anglophones than 
Francophones report having children’s magazines in the home (51.9% and 37.5% 
respectively).  Among Anglophones, the percentage of those who report having various 
materials in English only range from a minimum of 80.3% (children’s books) to a 
maximum of 99.5% (newspapers).  Among Francophones, the percentage of those who 
report having various materials in French only range from a minimum of 42.9% for 

 47 



Family and Early Childhood Literacy in New Brunswick: A Provincial Snapshot (Spring 1999) 

magazines for adults to a maximum of 74.9% for comic books.  No significant difference 
was noted for reading materials, regardless of whether parents live in rural or urban areas. 

When asked about the availability of reading-related materials in the home, more than 
two thirds of parents report having some (percentages range from 69.6% to 96.1%), 
except for “blocks” and “video games”, with percentages falling to 57.7% and 51.8% 
respectively.  Out of the 11 categories of reading-related materials, significant differences 
between the linguistic groups were noted in three categories.  In the three cases, the 
percentages are slightly higher among Anglophones than Francophones.  There is no 
significant difference according to the areas lived in. 

The findings for family literacy activities in the home were described in terms of the 
family literacy activities of adults and older children, family literacy activities done as a 
family, and family literacy activities for preschool children.  In the case of the family 
literacy activities of adults and older children, almost all parents report in the main that 
they read at home (98.7%), with 38.0% devoting 30 minutes to 2 hours to it per week and 
41.0% spending 2 to 8 hours on it.  Further, the parents report that, in 86.6% of cases, 
there is someone else who reads at home.  The other person who reads the most at home 
also spends 30 minutes to 2 hours per week doing so (33.1%) or 2 to 8 hours per week 
(40.9%), which is the same as the number of hours per week that the parents spend 
reading.  No statistically significant difference was noted for linguistic group or area lived 
in where these variables are concerned. 

As for literacy activities done as a family, most parents who participated in the survey, i.e. 
91.7%, read to their preschool children, and 84.9% report that other persons do so.  These 
percentages are significantly higher among Anglophones than Francophones (96.5% 
compared to 81.9% for the first question and 92.1% compared to 72.2% for the second 
question).  Further, significantly slightly more parents who live in urban areas (94.1%) 
report that they read to their preschool children, compared to those who live in rural areas 
(88.2%).  Slightly more than two thirds of parents report that their children are read to at 
least 6 times or more per week (67.9%).  This percentage is significantly higher among 
Anglophones (77.0%) than Francophones (53.8%).  Further, 92.4% of parents report that 
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there are persons in the family who tell stories to their preschool children, and 59.0% say 
that there is someone in the family who sings to them.  No significant difference was 
noted for these last two questions in terms of linguistic group or area lived in. 

Lastly, to round off the profile of literacy activities done as a family, we asked parents 
about how often they use eight reading methods with their preschool children.  In the 
main, the parents almost always sit next to their children while reading (mean score of 
4.74) and, most of the time, they stop reading to point out pictures or words (mean score 
of 4.29), reread the same stories (3.99), and hold the book and turn the pages (3.84).  
They use the other methods occasionally (mean scores range from 2.83 for reading 
without stopping to 3.56 for encouraging the child to say words out loud). 

Anglophones have significantly higher scores than Francophones for two out of the eight 
methods: sitting next to the child while reading (4.85 compared to 4.57) and rereading the 
same stories to their children (4.08 compared to 3.84).  No significant difference was 
noted in connection with the area lived in.  A multivariate analysis revealed a significant 
relationship between parents who have very young children and a small number of 
preschool children in the home and the following four methods: 1) the parents choose the 
book to be read more often, 2) they hold the book and turn the pages more often, 3) they 
stop reading and ask what happens next less often, and 4) they encourage the child less 
often to say words out loud when he or she is already familiar with the book. 

The parents report in the main that their preschool children often do four of eight literacy 
activities: watching educational programs (mean score of 4.05); pointing out pictures or 
words (3.92): entertaining themselves with print materials (3.88); and drawing and 
scribbling (3.79).  Preschool children do the other activities occasionally for the most 
part.  The mean scores of Anglophones are significantly higher than those of 
Francophones for seven out of the eight activities.  Similarly, parents who live in urban 
areas have significantly higher mean scores than those who live in rural areas for four of 
the eight activities measured.  A multivariate analysis revealed that parents who have 
young children and a small number of preschool children in the home score lower on the 
eight activities. 
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Five questions were asked to measure family literacy activities in the community.  In the 
main, parents take part rather rarely in literacy activities in the community.  Anglophones 
have significantly slightly higher mean scores than Francophones for three out of the five 
questions: use of library services by preschool children (2.20 for Anglophones and 1.70 
for Francophones); participation of preschool children in family literacy activities outside 
the home except in daycare (1.99 for Anglophones and 1.48 for Francophones); and 
arrangements made to accompany children to such activities (1.94 for Anglophones and 
1.63 for Francophones).  No statistically significant difference was noted in terms of area 
lived in.  A multivariate analysis revealed a significant relationship between Anglophone 
parents who have older preschool children and more preschool children in the home and a 
higher participation rate in four of the five literacy activities in the community. 

Three statements measured parents’ perceptions and aspirations in terms of family 
literacy.  In short, they all rather agree: they would like to find out more about what helps 
their children to learn how to read and write (4.32); they want to better prepare their 
children to learn how to read and write (4.03); and they are satisfied with what they are 
doing to prepare their children to learn how to read and write (4.27).  There is no 
significant difference in terms of linguistic group, but there is one in connection with the 
area lived in.  Parents who live in urban areas have slightly higher mean scores (4.14) 
than those who live in rural areas (3.91) when asked about whether they would like to 
learn about how to better prepare their children to learn how to read and write.  A 
multivariate analysis revealed that interviewees who had completed a higher grade in 
school and who have more adults aged 16 or over in the home score lower on the three 
statements, with the same holding true for parents who have older preschool children and 
who have more preschool children in the home. 

Lastly, three questions were asked in order to measure the parents’ intention to take part 
in family literacy activities.  In the main, all said that they would probably take part in 
family literacy activities: registering their children in activities designed to prepare them 
to learn how to read and write (4.36); attending such activities with their children (4.36); 
and attending a workshop for parents aimed at teaching them how to prepare their 
children to learn how to read and write (4.05).  No significant difference was noted in 
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terms of linguistic group or area lived in, and the same was true on the multivariate 
analysis. 

This profile of the literacy activities of New Brunswick families with preschool children 
provides an overview of the kinds of activities in which the latter take part, both at home 
and in the community.  Although most parents have very favourable perceptions, 
aspirations, and intentions with regard to family literacy, they in the main rarely take part 
in literacy activities in the community.  Most of them take part more in literacy activities 
in the home with their preschool children.  Significant differences are noted between the 
responses of Anglophones and Francophones for a good number of variables.  In virtually 
all cases, the percentages or mean scores are higher among Anglophones.  Many of the 
differences between the linguistic groups are probably due to the number of preschool 
children in the home and their age.  In fact, many of the significant differences between 
the linguistic groups disappear in multivariate analyses that take into account not only the 
language but also the age of the preschool children and the number of preschool children 
in the home.  It is rather these last two variables that account for the differences observed.  
Fewer significant differences are noted between parents who live in rural or urban areas, 
with the differences in all cases more in favour of those living in urban areas. 
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APPENDIX B - Percentages, Mean Scores, and Standard Deviations For Reading 
Methods, Preschool Children’s Literacy Activities, Literacy Activities in the 

Community, and Perceptions and Intentions In Terms of Family Literacy  
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Table B1. Distribution of Anglophones, Francophones, and All Parents in the Province by 
Reading Methods (Part 1 of 2) [percentage: 1=never, 2=rarely, 3=occasionally, 
4=most of the time, 5=always; M=mean; and SD=standard deviation] 

Reading Methods 1 2 3 4 5 M SD 

You choose the book to be read.        
Anglophones (n=218) 12.4 21.6 43.6 7.8 14.7 2.91 1.17 
Francophones (n=97) 16.5 12.4 29.9 15.5 25.8 3.22 1.39 

All (n=341) 13.5 18.2 38.4 10.9 19.1 3.04 1.26 

You reread to the child stories you 
have already read to him or her. 

       

Anglophones (n=219) 0.9 2.3 26.9 27.9 42.0 4.08 0.93 
Francophones (n=98) 4.1 4.1 24.5 38.8 28.6 3.84 1.02 

All (n=343) 1.7 2.6 28.0 30.3 37.3 3.99 0.96 

You sit next to the child during 
reading. 

       

Anglophones (n=219) 0.0 0.5 2.3 9.1 88.1 4.85 0.45 
Francophones (n=95) 6.3 0.0 4.2 9.5 80.0 4.57 1.05 

All (n=340) 2.4 0.3 3.2 9.1 85.0 4.74 0.75 

You hold the book and turn the 
pages. 

       

Anglophones (n=219) 2.3 3.7 30.6 35.2 28.3 3.84 0.96 
Francophones (n=98) 4.1 9.2 24.5 23.5 38.8 3.84 1.16 

All (n=343) 2.9 5.5 28.3 30.3 32.9 3.85 1.04 

You read the story without 
stopping. 

       

Anglophones (n=219) 10.5 32.0 26.9 18.7 11.9 2.90 1.18 
Francophones (n=98) 20.4 27.6 23.5 18.4 10.2 2.70 1.27 

All (n=343) 13.4 30.9 26.2 18.4 11.1 2.83 1.20 

You stop reading to point out 
pictures or words. 

       

Anglophones (n=218) 1.4 1.4 16.1 29.4 51.8 4.29 0.88 
Francophones (n=97) 3.1 1.0 11.3 34.0 50.5 4.28 0.93 

All (n=341) 1.8 1.5 14.4 30.8 51.6 4.29 0.89 
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Table B1.  Distribution of Anglophones, Francophones, and All Parents in the 
Province by Reading Methods (Cont’d: Part 2 of 2). [percentage: 1=never, 
2=rarely, 3=occasionally, 4=most of the time, 5=always; M=mean; and SD=standard 
deviation] 

Reading Methods 1 2 3 4 5 M SD 

You stop reading to ask the child 
what happens next in the story. 

       

Anglophones (n=219) 17.8 12.3 26.9 24.7 18.3 3.13 1.34 
Francophones (n=98) 24.5 18.4 22.4 17.3 17.3 2.85 1.42 

All (n=343) 20.4 14.6 26.2 21.0 17.8 3.01 1.37 

You encourage your child to say 
words out loud when he or she is 
already familiar with the book. 

       

Anglophones (n=218) 12.8 7.8 19.7 24.3 35.3 3.61 1.37 
Francophones (n=98) 21.4 7.1 13.3 19.4 38.8 3.47 1.57 

All (n=341) 15.8 7.3 18.2 22.6 36.1 3.56 1.44 
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Table B2.  Distribution of Anglophones, Francophones, and All Parents in the 
Province by Preschool Children’s Activities (Part 1 of 2). [percentage: 
1=never, 2=rarely, 3=occasionally, 4=often, 5=very often; M=mean; and SD=standard 
deviation] 

Preschool Children’s Activities 1 2 3 4 5 M SD 

Asks questions when he or she is 
read to. 

       

Anglophones (n=216) 19.9 6.9 11.6 30.1 31.5 3.46 1.49 
Francophones (n=109) 36.7 7.3 14.7 18.3 22.9 2.83 1.62 

All (n=352) 26.7 7.4 12.5 25.0 28.4 3.21 1.58 

Points out pictures and words when 
he or she is read to. 

       

Anglophones (n=218) 7.3 1.8 11.0 33.0 46.8 4.10 1.14 
Francophones (n=108) 13.0 4.6 15.7 34.3 32.4 3.69 1.32 

All (n=353) 10.2 2.8 13.0 33.1 40.8 3.92 1.25 

Entertains self with print materials 
without an adult being present 
(looks at pictures, pretends to read, 
etc.). 

       

Anglophones (n=217) 5.1 2.8 12.0 35.9 44.2 4.12 1.06 
Francophones (n=108 15.7 2.8 16.7 33.3 31.5 3.62 1.37 

All (n=352) 9.9 3.1 13.9 34.7 38.4 3.88 1.24 

Tells stories (and does not read 
them) to himself or herself or 
others and/or pretends to do so. 

       

Anglophones (n=214) 13.6 5.6 15.0 25.2 40.7 3.74 1.39 
Francophones (n=108) 35.2 8.3 15.7 18.5 22.2 2.84 1.60 

All (n=349) 22.3 6.9 14.3 22.6 33.8 3.39 1.55 

Draws and scribbles.        
Anglophones (n=217) 11.5 3.2 9.7 24.9 50.7 4.00 1.33 

Francophones (n=107) 24.3 2.8 14.0 19.6 39.3 3.47 1.60 
All (n=351) 17.4 2.8 10.3 22.5 47.0 3.79 1.49 
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Table B2.  Distribution of Anglophones, Francophones, and All Parents in the 
Province by Preschool Children’s Activities (Part 2 of 2). [percentage: 
1=never, 2=rarely, 3=occasonally, 4=often, 5=very often; M=mean; and SD=standard 
deviation] 

Preschool Children’s Activities 1 2 3 4 5 M SD 

Watches educational television 
programs (e.g. Sesame Street, the 
Magic School Bus, Caillou, 
Teletubbies). 

       

Anglophones (n=217) 6.9 4.1 8.3 33.2 47.5 4.10 1.16 
Francophones (n=108) 11.1 1.9 10.2 29.6 47.2 4.00 1.29 

All (n=352) 8.8 3.4 9.1 31.0 47.7 4.05 1.22 

Recognizes letters, his or her name, 
or words. 

       

Anglophones (n=216) 23.1 8.3 13.9 23.6 31.0 3.31 1.55 
Francophones (n=108) 47.2 8.3 7.4 14.8 22.2 2.56 1.69 

All (n=351) 31.6 8.0 12.5 19.9 27.9 3.05 1.63 

Reproduces letters and/or writes his 
or her name, or words 

       

Anglophones (n=214) 37.9 14.5 13.1 11.2 23.4 2.68 1.62 
Francophones (n=108) 53.7 11.1 9.3 12.0 13.9 2.21 1.53 

All (n=349) 43.6 13.8 11.2 10.9 20.6 2.51 1.61 
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Table B3.  Distribution of Anglophones, Francophones, and All Parents in the 
Province by Literacy Activities in the Community (Part 1 of 2). [percentage: 
1=never, 2=rarely, 3=occasionally, 4=often, 5=very often; M=mean; and SD=standard 
deviation] 

Literacy Activities in the 
Community 

1 2 3 4 5 M SD 

Do one or more persons in your 
family use the services of a library 
(mobile library)? 

       

Anglophones (n=228) 32.0 15.4 21.5 16.2 14.9 2.67 1.45 
Francophones (n=117) 26.5 19.7 25.6 17.9 10.3 2.66 1.32 

All (n=373) 29.8 16.4 24.4 16.4 13.1 2.67 1.39 

Does (do) your preschool child 
(children) use those library 
services? 

       

Anglophones (n=224) 51.3 10.3 15.6 12.5 10.3 2.20 1.44 
Francophones (n=117) 66.7 11.1 12.0 6.0 4.3 1.70 1.15 

All (n=369) 57.2 10.3 14.9 9.5 8.1 2.01 1.36 

Do one or more adults in your 
family take part in activities outside 
the home (excluding work) related 
to reading and writing (e.g. 
workshop on how to read to 
children, reading clubs, public 
readings, cinema)? 

       

Anglophones (n=226) 54.9 14.6 16.4 6.2 8.0 1.98 1.30 
Francophones (n=117) 61.5 9.4 21.4 3.4 4.3 1.79 1.15 

All (n=370) 57.0 13.0 18.4 5.1 6.5 1.91 1.24 
        

68 



Part IV - Survey of Parents of Preschool Children 

Table B3.  Distribution of Anglophones, Francophones, and All Parents in the 
Province by Literacy Activities in the Community (Part 2 of 2). [percentage: 
1=never, 2=rarely, 3=occasionally, 4=often, 5=very often; M=mean; and SD=standard 
deviation] 

Literacy Activities in the 
Community 

1 2 3 4 5 M SD 

Does (do) your preschool child 
(children) take part in activities 
outside the home (daycare 
excluded) related to reading and 
writing (e.g. storytime at the 
library, theatre puppet workshop, 
etc.)? 

       

Anglophones (n=225) 57.8 10.2 14.2 11.1 6.7 1.99 1.33 
Francophones (n=115) 75.7 8.7 10.4 2.6 2.6 1.48 0.97 

All (n=368) 64.4 9.5 12.5 8.2 5.4 1.81 1.25 

Do you make arrangements so that 
you or someone else can take your 
child (children) to those kinds of 
activities? 

       

Anglophones (n=224) 59.8 9.8 13.8 9.8 6.7 1.94 1.32 
Francophones (n=113) 72.6 7.1 9.7 6.2 4.4 1.63 1.16 

All (n=365) 63.8 8.8 12.3 9.0 6.0 1.85 1.28 
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Table B4.  Distribution of Anglophones, Francophones, and All Parents in the 
Province by Perceptions and Aspirations in Terms of Family Literacy. 
[percentage: 1=totally disagree, 2=rather disagree, 3=more or less agree, 4=rather agree, 
5=totally agree; M=mean; and SD=standard deviation] 

Perceptions and Aspirations in 
Terms of Family Literacy 

1 2 3 4 5 M SD 

I am satisfied with what I am doing 
to prepare my child (children) to 
learn how to read and write. 

       

Anglophones (n=225) 0.0 2.2 17.3 32.4 48.0 4.26 0.82 
Francophones (n=117) 0.9 4.3 9.4 41.0 44.4 4.24 0.86 

All (n=369) 0.3 2.7 14.1 35.5 47.4 4.27 0.82 

I would like to learn how to better 
prepare my child (children) to learn 
how to read and write. 

       

Anglophones (n=223) 6.3 6.3 16.1 27.4 43.9 3.96 1.19 
Francophones (n=117) 1.7 6.8 12.8 35.0 43.6 4.12 0.99 

All (n=367) 4.9 6.3 14.7 29.4 44.7 4.03 1.14 

I would like to find out more about 
what helps children learn how to 
read and write. 

       

Anglophones (n=225) 2.2 3.1 17.3 19.6 57.8 4.28 1.00 
Francophones (n=117) 0.9 3.4 6.8 30.8 58.1 4.42 0.83 

All (n=369) 1.9 3.5 13.6 23.0 58.0 4.32 0.96 
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Table B5.  Distribution of Anglophones, Francophones, and All Parents in the 
Province by Intention to Participate in Family Literacy Activities. 
[percentage: 1=definitely not, 2=probably not, 3=perhaps, 4=probably would, 
5=definitely would; M=mean and SD=standard deviation] 

Intention to Participate in Family 
Literacy Activities 

1 2 3 4 5 M SD 

I would attend a workshop on ways 
parents can help prepare their 
children to learn how to read and 
write. 

       

Anglophones (n=228) 1.8 4.8 20.2 37.3 36.0 4.01 0.96 
Francophones (n=117) 2.6 4.3 15.4 33.3 44.4 4.13 1.00 

All (n=373) 2.1 5.1 18.5 34.6 39.7 4.05 0.99 

I would attend together with my 
child (children) activities that 
prepare them to learn how to read 
and write. 

       

Anglophones (n=228) 0.9 1.3 11.8 30.7 55.3 4.38 0.81 
Francophones (n=117) 1.7 0.9 12.8 34.2 50.4 4.31 0.86 

All (n=373) 1.1 1.1 12.6 31.4 53.9 4.36 0.82 

I would register my child (children) 
in activities that prepare them to 
learn how to read and write. 

       

Anglophones (n=228) 2.2 0.9 10.5 36.0 50.4 4.32 0.86 
Francophones (n=117) 0.0 3.4 7.7 33.3 55.6 4.41 0.78 

All (n=373) 1.3 1.9 9.1 35.1 52.5 4.36 0.83 
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