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Moses’ Rap 

Moses Znaimer 

I come to talk to you today, 

Not knowing exactly what I have to say. 

Because our subject here today – 

What the hell does that mean, hey? 

B.W. Powe just lays the title down, 

It’s we who have to risk the clown. 

Going down, laying egg, to find out – 

What “Living Literacies” are all about. 

Know what I’m sayin’? 

Know what I’m sayin’? 

(If you do, tell me!) 

Literacy is making yourself understood; 

No matter what your hood. 

High or low, young or old. 

Timid or bold. 

A job for body, as well as spirit. 

No reason to fear it! 

My words have pictures, 

Explainin’ the scene. 

Sharin’ what I mean. 

What I’m sayin’ man 

Is I’m here, 



That you’re there. 

That’s a relationship. 

That’s a fellowship. 

Though made of air, 

Its totally there. 

You dig? 

If you don’t, 

Move on – 

Find somethin’ more to your taste, 

Don’t waste, 

My time  

And yours 

Resurrectin’ a meaning that don’t exist. 

Abstraction? 

Distraction? 

If we don’t stay alert, 

We could get hurt. 

Abstraction? 

Distraction? 

Real is what I can see. 

The word alone, 

Can be absurd. 

Its image that makes the bird – 

Fly. 

The word is not in charge, 



Man! 

Not now, 

Not ever! 

It’s no contest; 

Between our gonads, 

And our head. 

Appetite that has to be fed. 

Necessity overcomes reflection, 

Making a lasting, deep impression. 

Don’t just read the book. 

Look! 

It’s movement man. 

Put your body in it. 

Find the music in it. 

Avoid confusion, 

Process – not conclusion. 

Pictures; everybody gets, 

The flow – not just the show. 

Illiteracy comes from words, 

Just like birdshit, 

Comes from birds. 

The best TV, 

Tells me, 

What happened to me, 

Today. 



Consumption Is personal; 

Who is bringing me, 

The story? 

My story? 

TV sameness expands worldwide. 

I say; 

Resist the tide. 

Local is; 

Where its at, 

Local is; 

Where I hang my hat. 

There is no mass, 

No masses either; 

Except by – 

Compulsion. 

Consumption. 

Compulsion. 

Consensus, 

Subject to immediate change, 

Not a problem, 

To be solved- 

But an instrument, 

To be played. 

The central business, 

Of the age! 



TELEVISION 

Put your body in it, 

Find the music in it. 
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