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THE CHALLENGE

Today's information society transcends all political, social and economic boundaries.
Within it, the abilities to access and effectively use information are crucial to both
individual and national advancement. Moreover, the inherent dangers and opportunities
of the information society are exacerbated by the global community in which the current
and all future generations must exist and within which differences in cultural
orientations and information systems make the management of information more
complex and challenging.

THE PROBLEM

Despite these realities, the reform reports of the 1980's largely ignored issues relating to
the superabundance of rapidly changing information, information technologies and
libraries. To address these omissions, the American Library Association (ALE)
convened a group of national leaders in education and librarianship. In January of 1989,
the American Library Association Presidential Committee on Information Literacy
released its final report,* which states in its opening:

How our country deals with the realities of the Information Age will have
enormous impact on our democratic way of life and on our nation's ability
to complete internationally. Within America's information society, there
also exists the potential of addressing many long-standing social and
economic inequities. To reap such benefits, people--as individuals and as a
nation--must be information literate. To be information literate, a person
must be able to recognize when information is needed and have the ability
to locate, evaluate, and use effectively the needed information. Producing
such a citizenry will require that schools and colleges appreciate and
integrate the concept of information literacy into their learning programs
and that they play a leadership role in equipping individuals and institutions
to take advantage of the opportunities inherent within the information
society.

Ultimately, information literate people are those who have learned how to
learn. They know how to learn because they know how knowledge is
organized, how to find information, and how to use information in such a
way that others can learn from them. They are people prepared for lifelong
learning, because they can always find the information needed for any task
or decision at hand.

Acknowledging that the major obstacle to people becoming information
literate citizens, who are prepared for lifelong learning, "is a lack of public
awareness of the problems created by information illiteracy," the report
recommends the formation of a coalition of national organizations to
promote information literacy.



*Individual copies of the report can be obtained free of charge by writing to
Information Literacy Report, American Literacy Association, 50 East Huron
Street, Chicago, Illinois 60611.

THE RESPONSE

Within this environment and with seed money provided by ALA, the National Forum on
Information Literacy has been established to focus national attention within the United
States on the importance of information literacy to individuals, to the economy and to
citizenship. Meeting for the first time in November of 1989, Forum members joined
with the authors of the information literacy report in subscribing to information literacy
as an essential ability for all people. The Forum is committed to fostering public
awareness and support for the role of education in the development of information
literate people. Forum activities will include:

1. identifying organizations whose purposes can be enhanced through the promotion of
information literacy and encouraging their membership or affiliation in the Coalition;
2. encouraging member organizations and individuals to advocate appropriate actions to
promote information literacy;
3. providing both a national forum for the exchange of ideas and programs so as to
create public awareness of the need for information literacy, and specific examples of
how information literacy may affect individual Americans;
4. developing a public awareness program using press releases, public service
announcements, and other means, to alert citizens to the importance of information
literacy;
5. monitoring emerging trends and patterns, encouraging research, and demonstrating
projects;
6. promoting the establishment of a clearinghouse to gather and disseminate information
on programs of information literacy and on efforts to promote information literacy; 
7. pursuing such other activities as its membership may direct.

NATIONAL FORUM ON INFORMATION LITERACY MEMBERSHIP LIST

American Association for Adult Continuing Education 
American Association of Community and Junior Colleges
American Association of Colleges for Teachers Education 
Association of American Publishers
American Association of School Administrators
American Association of School Librarians 
American Association of University Professors
Association for Educational Communications and Technology
Association for Library and Information Science Education 
American Newspaper Publishers Association
Association of Public Data Users 
Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development 
Commission on Higher Education Middle States Associations
Council of Chief State School Offices
Council of Independent Colleges
Education Commission of the States
Friends of Libraries U.S.A. 
Information Industry Association
National Alliance of Black School Educators
National Association of Counties
National Association of Partners in Education



National Association of Secondary School Principals
National Association of State Directors of Vocational Education 
National Community Education Association
National Consumers League
National Conference of State Legislatures 
National Coordinating Committee for the Promotion of History 
National Council of Teachers of English
National Council of Teachers of Mathematics
National Education Association
National Partners for Libraries and Literacy
National School Boards Association
National Science Teachers Association
U.S. Department of Education
Office of Educational Research and Improvement
U.S. National Commission on Libraries & Information Science 

For more information contact:

Patricia Senn Breivik, Chair
National Forum on Information Literacy
c/o Towson State University
8000 York Road
Towson, Maryland 21204-7097
Tel: (410) 830-2498 Fax: (410) 830-3829
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