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SUMMARY

The demand for Aboriginal books in schools, adult education, and literacy programs are
increasing. The SALN felt it was time to connect with First Nations & Métis authors and
publishers from across Canada in an evening Gala of celebration, sharing, and
networking! We created an intimate atmosphere that showcased known and emerging
Aboriginal literary artists with the people in the field of literacy and education. We
included Elders & learners as guests with the authors who were seated at their tables.
We were empowered by the growing industry of Aboriginal writers and at the same
time supported the Saskatchewan Aboriginal Literacy Network Inc.
The goal of the Sharing the Gift: Aboriginal Literacy & Literary Artists’ Gala 2009 was to
provide an opportunity for Aboriginal learners and Elders, as well as practitioners and
educators in Saskatchewan to celebrate, share, and be empowered about Aboriginal
literacy and literature. This event gave Aboriginal authors and publishers increased
exposure and contact with people in the field. It also assisted the Saskatchewan
Aboriginal Literacy Network Inc. to reach the goal mandated in our mission statement:

The Saskatchewan Aboriginal Literacy Network Inc. (SALN) exists to work with
First Nations, Métis, Inuit, and non-Aboriginal people and communities to
promote and support Aboriginal literacy.
We felt that we accomplished our goal through a very successful event!
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We brought the artists together to spend time sharing before the program began.
Following this they were situated at various tables throughout the banquet room so that
they had the opportunity to visit with all guests throughout the evening.
The authors shared their hearts with the people and the people opened up their hearts
to them. The audience was mesmerized with the stories that were told. Some dabbed
their eyes as the tears began to flow and others sat there in silence. At times all you
could hear was the roar of laughter throughout the room. Books were shared and
signed and many people were gifted and in turn gifted the SALN through their
participation in a Silent Auction.
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OBJECTIVES
This report will highlight the people, activities, photos, quotes, and outcomes for each
objective:
1. To connect First Nations and Métis authors and publishers with Aboriginal and
non-Aboriginal literacy practitioners, educators, and leaders.
2. To assist and support Aboriginal learners and Elders to attend this event.
3. To fundraise for the SALN.
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To connect First Nations and Métis authors and publishers with Aboriginal
and non-Aboriginal literacy practitioners, educators, and leaders.
Guests:
 Over 200 people were registered to attend this event.

Artists:
 Each artist spoke eloquently and from the heart. Some had visuals to go along
with their readings and storytelling. They were so well received.
 Rita Bouvier

 Leah Dorion
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 Harold Johnson

 Rosanna Deerchild

 Morningstar Mercredi

 Margaret Reynolds

 Florence McLeod

 Gregory Scofield

 Vera Tourangeau

 Richard Wagamese
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Official Greetings:
Three people brought greetings. They spoke from the heart and with a good vision and
support of Aboriginal literacy.

 Vice Chief Morley Watson
Federation Of Saskatchewan Indian Nations.

 Darren McKee
Ministry of Education.

 Senator Dr. Lillian Dyck
Government of Canada.
Entertainers:
 Warren Isbister, who is from the Ahtatakoop First
Nation performed two Métis jigging dances at the Gala. He
was amazing! He was so smooth on his feet and the
audience loved him.
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 Terri -Anne Strongarm, who is from the Kawacatoose
First Nation sang two songs at the Gala. She was amazing.
Such a beautiful voice! The audience loved her!

Master of Ceremonies:
 Nelson Bird is the host of the CTV program
Indigenous Circles. He did a wonderful job as the
Master of ceremonies for the Gala.
Publishers:
 The publishers & booksellers were very impressed with our event and offered
support for future Galas.

Quotes
From a writer: “thank you for the invitation [to come to this Gala]! I was pleased to be
part of this important community event and “meeting” new artists and seeing old
friends. Mixing up dance with literary arts was a great idea! More!!”

Outcome
More people will become aware of who the established and emerging Aboriginal literary
artists are and will be inspired to support others in their writing careers.
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To assist and support Aboriginal learners and Elders to
attend this event.
 Elders, who were previously unfamiliar with the SALN and Aboriginal literacy
came to this event. Elders were invited from Buffalo Narrows, Regina, Montreal
Lake First Nation, Saskatoon, and Peepeekisis First Nation. Travel and
accommodations were arranged for them and they were presented with sweet
grass and gifts.
 Practitioners were invited to bring a learner with them to this event from Piapot
First Nation, Rosthern, Saskatchewan Indian Institute of Technologies, and
Prince Albert. This was a great and inspiring experience for them.

Quotes







A couple of the ladies said that they would “ask blessings upon the SALN.”
“they were very grateful for the gifts”
“the Gala was highly successful”
“they loved to hear the stories”
“happy that they were welcome to the event”
one lady said” I am an older woman and I loved to hear the stories”
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Outcome
 More practitioners, learners, and Elders became aware of the SALN and the

world of Aboriginal writers. They became aware of their potential for further
commitment to and involvement in Aboriginal literacy activities.
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To fundraise for the SALN.
 We exceeded our expectations for our overall fundraising efforts.
 We raised $1,794 in our Silent Auction.
Facility:
The Dakota Dunes hosted the Gala. It was a wonderful facility, only a few minutes drive
from Saskatoon. The banquet was delicious. We congratulated the managers, the
kitchen staff, the security, and other personnel for their helpfulness, and service.

SALN Staff & Board of Directors:
The staff and Board members were very helpful in every aspect of the event. Without
their dedicated work (both at the event and behind the scenes) it would not have been
as successful.
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Volunteers:
 There were 8 volunteers who assisted in set-up, set-down, Silent Auction,
registration table, and decorations. They were awesome!

Sponsors:
 The sponsors were noted in the program, on posters, other media
announcements, and verbally at the event. Several sponsors attended the event
and were very impressed by it.
Quote
Guest: “the room looks so lovely – beautifully decorated”
Guest: “the meal was great! Very well done”
Outcome
 More people know about and support the SALN, Aboriginal literacy, our goals,
and our work.
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IMPACT
 Many people, including the learners, Elders, and audience were challenged and
inspired to further support and engage themselves and others in the art and
tradition of telling and writing stories.

HIGHLIGHTS
 Majority of the speakers silenced the audience with their interesting stories.
 The program ran smoothly throughout the evening.
 People came to connect with the artists and invite them to their own events.

RECOMMENDATIONS
 To work with publishers and booksellers to create an atmosphere where they are
included and involved in the promotion and distribution of Aboriginal books and
their authors.
 To expand the event to include more writing and related workshops.
 To engage more educators, teachers, principals, school board members to
attend.
 To have an opportunity for people to purchase signed copies of guest artists’
books.
 To host this event again.
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