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Introduction 

In the spring of 2003, the National Literacy Secretariat (NLS) requested that the 
Saskatchewan Literacy Network (SLN) explore the area of research in practice.  The 
SLN drew up a proposal titled Literacy Research in Practice in Saskatchewan:  
Exploring the Possibilities for which funding was received from the NLS for the 
period starting September 2003 and ending April 2004. A copy of this proposal can 
be found in Appendix A. 

The purpose of this project was to explore the interest in and possibilities for 
research in practice in the literacy community in Saskatchewan.  We did this by 
engaging in the following activities: 

1. Exploring practitioner interest in research in practice. 

2. Consultations with other provinces, territories and coalitions about 
their literacy research in practice activities. 

3. Information sharing about research in practice generally and this 
project specifically. 

4. Reviewing the literature related to research in practice. 

Recommendations emerged from the information collected throughout these 
activities.  These recommendations formed the basis of a proposal which was 
submitted to the NLS in March 2004.  A copy of this proposal can be found in 
Appendix B. 

This project summary documents the exploratory work undertaken in 2003-2004 
concerning research in practice.  Perhaps most importantly, this report serves as a 
record of a journey on which we are thrilled to embark! 

 
Lisa Erickson 
Saskatchewan Literacy Network 
April 2004 
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What is research in practice? 

Literacy research in practice is “literacy research conducted by or with people 
directly engaged in adult literacy teaching and learning” (Quigley & Norton, 2002). 
Jenny Horsman and Mary Norton (1999) suggest that literacy research in practice 
entails: 

o Reading and responding to research 

o Reflecting on practice in light of research 

o Applying research findings to practice 

o Doing research about practice 

While there are many different definitions of research in practice, this project is 
based on Horsman’s & Norton’s above mentioned definition.  The breadth of this 
definition encompasses what we aspire to promote and cultivate in Saskatchewan. 

 

Why support research in practice? 

In 2002, Alan Quigley & Mary Norton published a study of research in practice 
networks in the UK, Australia and the United States.  From this research, they 
identified several reasons for supporting research in practice: 

o Linking/rethinking research in practice 

o Improving practice and encouraging reflection 

o Providing professional development 

o Hearing practitioners’ and learners’ voices 

o Informing and challenging policy 

o Responding to regional needs 

o Creating a visible research culture 

o Creating new knowledge 

o Encouraging practitioner research 
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2003-2004 Project Activities 

Project Objective: To explore the interest in and possibilities for research in practice 
in the literacy community in Saskatchewan. 

Activities Undertaken to Achieve Project Objective from 
September 2003 to April 2004 

Exploring 
Practitioner 
Interest 

o Developed questionnaire 

o Conducted a survey intended to collect information about practitioner’s 
interests in research in practice and their recommendations for “next 
steps” for research in practice in Saskatchewan 

o Summarized data from questionnaires 

o Engaged in further conversations with practitioners about research in 
practice 

Consulting 
Other 
Provinces 

o Consulted other provinces, territories and coalitions about their 
experiences with literacy research in practice 

o Compiled recommendations from across Canada about supporting 
literacy research in practice 

Literature 
Review 

o Engaged in a review of literature regarding literacy research in practice 

Providing 
Information 

o Wrote two  articles about the research in practice project for the SLN 
newsletter, Literacy Matters 

o Wrote an article about the research in practice project for the new 
literacy journal, Literacies 

o Provided a list of research in practice resources for SLN newsletter 

o Collaborated with Donna Woloshyn (Saskatchewan Learning) on the 
delivery of a presentation about research in practice at the Provincial 
Literacy Meeting in November 

o Provided information about the project to regional coalitions throughout 
Saskatchewan 

o Provided information about this project for the RiPAL website 
http://www.nald.ca/ripal/index.htm 

o Delivered a presentation about the project at the Saskatchewan Adult 
Basic Education Association (SABEA) conference in March 2004 

o Assembled an information handout for SLN board to assist with 
decision making concerning project planning for next year 

o Participated in and provided information about this project at the Basic 
Education (BE) Redesign Action Research Workshop with Dr. Alan 
Quigley in Regina 

http://www.nald.ca/ripal/index.htm
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Section 1 - Practitioners’ Input and Recommendations 

On November 6, 2003 at the Provincial Literacy Meeting, practitioners in attendance 
were invited to complete a questionnaire regarding research in practice in 
Saskatchewan. Forty-six questionnaires were completed. The responses are 
summarized and then discussed below.   

Questionnaire Results Summary 

1. a)  How are you involved with literacy? 

Total number of responses:  45 

Type of Involvement Number of 
responses 

Basic Education Instructor in a Rural Area 1 
Literacy Coordinator 9 
Project Director 1 
Regional Coordinator & Occasional Instructor 1 
Northern Literacy  1 
Literacy Instructor/Facilitator 3 
Administrative Coordinator 1 
Developing Literacy Manual 1 
Literacy Service Programmer 2 
Program Facilitator 1 
Program delivery, advocate and supporter of literacy initiatives 1 
Workplace literacy 1 
Curriculum developer and project manager 1 
Graduate researcher 1 
Coordinator and Teacher 2 
Librarian 1 
Aboriginal Literacy 1 
Coordinate academic programs for adult with disabilities 1 
Family Literacy 1 
Former Literacy Coordinator, now counsellor with literacy duties 1 
Professor 1 
Facilitator of Family Literacy, parenting and employment preparation programs 1 
Family literacy coordinator and trainer 1 
7 years as a literacy practitioner and tutor, 3 years on fringes 1 
SLN Board member 1 
Executive Director 1 
Teacher and Researcher 1 
Program Head — Basic Education 1 
Program Director and Interim Regional Coordinator, ESL instructor 1 
Volunteer facilitator 1 
Community development in literacy 1 
Provincial Coordinator 1 
Literacy Coordinator for community school 1 
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b)  How long have you been involved with literacy? 

Total number of responses:  41  

Length of time involved with 
literacy 

Number of 
responses 

Percentage of Total 
Responses 

Under 1 year 2 5% 

1 — 5 years 9 22% 

6-10 years 11 27% 

11-15 years 11 27% 

16-20 years 2 5% 

Over 20 years 6 15% 

 

2. Please describe your interest in literacy research in practice. 

Total number of responses:  43 

o Presently involved with a research project; becoming more interested as I 
recognize that the process is manageable 

o Interested in literacy research because I would like to improve the 
effectiveness and accessibility of literacy service in the community 

o Mostly interested in participating on the committee and supporting these 
initiatives 

o Very interested — would like to document and write about our literacy 
needs assessment process 

o Research is an important part of one of our pilot projects 

o Research in practice gives a person direction.  It assists you in finding out 
what really works.  I find this helpful because it gives me a chance to put 
my ideas into action. 

o I would like to do a literacy research in practice project with our program 

o To solve agency’s issues; better learning for our adult learners 

o Vast interest 

o Would like to do literacy research with First Nations Peoples 

o Avid reader and literature searcher with a strong connection to libraries.  
Work in a cross-cultural northern environment with several Aboriginal 
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groups — I’m always checking (evaluating) to see if the groups are doing 
ok and learning 

o As a practitioner and graduate student in adult education, I see how both 
groups could benefit.  It is a chance to improve practice.  It may be 
empowering for practitioners and learners. 

o Peaking — I’m seeing that often what we do already is research — we just 
need to reflect and collect data about what we are doing 

o I’m new to this field so I don’t know very much about research in practice 
but I want to know more 

o We conduct pre- and post- literacy surveys and focus groups to determine 
the impact of participation in the program on families and their comfort 
level with family literacy, etc. 

o Interested in comparative studies.  Waiting and watching while field 
expands to provide information that will benefit practitioners and learners,  
eg. Benchmarks.  Interested in studying on a personal level Aboriginal 
Literacy Initiatives 

o How lack of literacy affects adults with multiple barriers 

o Reading up on research in the area of adult literacy.  Reading about what 
is going on in other provinces. 

o Interested in doing some form of research with my Family Literacy project 
in the school.  This would be useful in tailoring the focus to meet the 
needs of the community and to obtain clearer results and positive 
outcomes 

o I am interested in learning about learning — working together to develop 
“capacities” for living meaningfully in family, work and community 

o Seems like a doable way of learning for faculty and students 

o Always interested in learning more about it; gaining perspective and 
awareness 

o We support many education and teaching action research projects in SK 

o It is very applicable and needed in the Aboriginal Community 

o How setting and environment affects the ability of the individual to 
understand and learn what is being presented to him 

o Interested in exploring method to reach people who need greater literacy 
skills but at the same time provide services to these people. 

o Working on a masters of education thesis related to literacy 

o I would like to find a way to help clients who are predominately First 
Nations BE students 

o Interested in how “school literacy” does not always match the 
experiences and needs of all learners 
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o It seems achievable and interesting, but how do you organize it? Who 
participates?  How long does it take? 

o I have some interest now as the morning presentation peaked that.  Time 
is a factor 

o To inform practice; to assist in planning meaningful and relevant 
professional development opportunities for practitioners 

o Interested in practical aspects of research in practice; any type of 
research that gives folks a practical base for their own practice 

o I feel I’ve been doing this throughout my career, especially when involved 
win NLS funded projects 

o My interest is very general; hoping to learn more about research in 
practice to enhance personal and organizational effectiveness — and 
increase the level and quality of literacy practice in SK 

o Involved with research project from 1997 to 2001 

o Interested in some of the findings of projects presented at meetings such 
as this one 

o I have a particular interest in language education and multilingualism.  I 
am interested in exploring the involvement of volunteers in literacy. 

o I would like to participate in the research — I have some questions, 
explanations and suggestions. 

o First heard about Jenny Horsman during the 80’s — never been involved in 
a research project 

o Results of literacy research in practice in SK would be of value to all 
practitioners  

o Participation — how to involve potential students 

o I’m especially interested in using RiPAL as a means for engaging 
practitioners in looking at areas of interest to pursue, especially if there is 
a positive impact on learners and as a means for improving their practice 
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3. Please indicate your current level of participation in the following activities by 
placing an “x” in the appropriate box. 

 

4. Are there other ways in which you are involved with or use research 
currently?  If yes, please describe. 

Total number of responses:  29 

o Very informally — try to provide new/different materials for my literacy 
students.  I rely on their feedback regarding the materials — interesting, 
enjoyable, relevant… 

o Action Research — we are conducting a joint project to find out how group 
process can be introduced in an individual setting. 

o Participatory — when developing partnerships with diverse organizations — 
we identify needs, interest by talking to people, getting the input.  
Outcomes:  what product do we develop and promote. 

o I am working on my PhD — Educational Leadership research 

o Funding grants are imposing a research component on some projects. 

o In Family Literacy.  I try to find newer ways of approaching the family. 

o I currently work with 11 individuals all on individualized programs.  I use 
whatever works and if I don’t have what they need I find it. 

o No/ I don’t think so (5)  

o (1) SK Literacy BE Redesign “Research Friends”, (2) PLAR action 
research project begun with northern libraries to increase Aboriginal 
library staff in North through on-the-job training, (3) Presenter at 
conference and workshops for ACEC, CAPLA, workplace, etc., (4) NLS 

Frequent 
 

Sometimes 
 

Seldom Never Activity 

# % # % # % # % 

Total # 
of 
respon
ses 

a.  Reading 
research 

19 42% 22 49% 4 9% 0 0% 45 

b.  
Reflecting 
on practice 
in light of 
research 

11 24% 30 67% 4 9% 0 0% 45 

c.  Applying 
research 
findings to 
practice 

8 17% 32 70% 5 11% 1 2% 46 

d.  
Conducting 
research 

10 23% 18 41% 12 27% 4 9% 44 
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funded project in North, (5) long time member of several adult education 
list serves, (6) member of Provincial Literacy Steering Committee and 
Literacy Benchmarks Committee, (7) Upcoming membership in new SLN 
research project, (8) Preparing to apply for PhD in adult education/literacy. 

o As a student I got the opportunity to discuss research and learn about 
research which I find beneficial. 

o Yes — involved in developing a supplement for P.R.I.N.T.S. with Dr. Mary 
Cronin and Dr. Bill Fagan at U of R.  We are researching methods of 
communicating their programs in different ways for targeted group:  
Aboriginal People. 

o Reading reports on research findings — current research 

o Reading and reflecting particularly for the Benchmarks project 

o Currently doing doctoral research on adult literacy policy. 

o Teaching, planning 

o Write for a variety of teacher publications highlighting new materials on 
literacy and numerous other topics in education. 

o Program development 

o In career counselling 

o Family and community research in urban schools and neighbourhoods.  
Research:  Second generation immigrant children as readers and writers 

o I try my best to do one to one needs assessments with organizations in 
my city and if you took it a step further and maybe organized it more, we 
could do more with it period. 

o No, I suppose in teaching and planning. 

o Literacy research while developing family literacy training and while 
writing a module/chapter for Foundational Training in Family Literacy.  
Questionnaires to trainers and participants to determine needs as well as 
preferred methods of training. 

o I use my findings from my MEd. Thesis in my present work with youth. 

o Feedback from community partners.  Involvement with community 
partners specific to volunteer literacy, family literacy workplace literacy. 
Follow-up activities with volunteers/students 

o Developing community development projects.  Developing program 
evaluation. 

o Using some action research in a class project now. 

o Use research to write policy documents, for presentations and/or to build 
a case for initiating new initiatives and/or practices/directions in literacy 
within provincial government setting. 
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5. Please indicate your level of interest in participating in the following activities 
in the future by placing an “x” in the appropriate box. 

Very 
interested 

Somewhat 
interested 

Not very 
interested 

Not at all 
intereste
d 

Activity 

# % # % # % # % 

Total # 
of 
respons
es 

a.  Reading research 27 61% 16 36
% 

1 2% 0 0% 44 

b.  Reflecting on 
practice in light of 
research 

31 70% 13 30
% 

0 0% 0 0% 44 

c.  Applying 
research findings to 
practice 

33 75% 11 25
% 

0 0% 0 0% 44 

d.  Conducting 
research 

24 53% 16.5 37
% 

3.5 8% 1 2% 45 

 

6. Are there other ways in which you would like to be involved with and use 
research in the future?  If yes, please describe. 

Total number of responses:  31 

o Research?  I am interested in evaluation of materials (reading) used in 
literacy programs — materials that worked, etc. 

o To explore ways that research can influence/guide policy development 
and the Provincial Literacy Strategy 

o I would like to use the research but with focus on the learners, students 
on direct with targets.  Because I believe in participatory research 
approach when it comes to issues.  To me the most effective task tool is 
involve them — to let them efficiently and effectively participate in 
planning — designing and conducting the research together. The question 
for whom we do this research? The answer  - to improve the skills of the 
practitioners to develop the services — literacy services to the learners — 
learners themselves should participate in the research. 

o There is a need for “research friends” in the Justice System 

o How can we develop literacy activities within the community 

o Retention of learners would be a priority 

o Ways to reach learners 
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o Research in P.D. for practitioners.  Finding ways to help practitioners 
reflect on their programs and do research to inform their practice. 

o We promote Best Practices; thus, what “is” the best practice? What’s 
better? 

o Yes 

o No 

o Alert K-12 educators about adult literacy research-in-practice initiatives.  
Add literacy websites to the library’s website.  Inform McDowell 
Foundation of Adult Literacy initiatives — re: research in practice. 

o Yes, knowing the findings and applying them. 

o I would like to use research in practice as a tool to keep planning Phase II 
of the benchmarks project.  I.e. Testing, orientation, designing projects 
that put benchmarks into practice. 

o My main interest is policy related. 

o As an administrator how to encourage/facilitate research in practice?  
How can I do research in practice? 

o Current research about adult learners and finding and keeping tutors who 
would help in tutoring adults. 

o Learn more about provincial strategies and research occurring in SK. 

o Yes, I would like to follow up on what we do on the job and compare it 
with what has been already researched.  If the topics have not been 
researched, I would like to write about them in a research format. 

o Local research projects on making classes more accessible:  scheduling, 
location. 

o Yes, I would like to be involved in a group research project. 

o Finding new ways to help Aboriginal people learn, and be more 
comfortable while learning. 

o If I could find the time it would be great to network. 

o Yes.  How can literacy develop and impact community. 

o I would like to be involved in developing new activities based on new 
research findings. 

o Mentor others in practical research as “friends.”  Partner with SLN or 
others to strengthen research scope.  Present findings of activities. 

o I am very interested in being involved in a research circle or some kind of 
group with other practitioners. 

o A definite maybe! 

o FASD adults and literacy development with their FASD children. 
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o Yes, I am interested in creating more community involvement. 

o I would like to partner/play a supportive role to facilitate/promote research 
in practice literacy network. 

7. In the first column, mark an “x” beside each “next step” that you 
would recommend incorporating into a plan for literacy research in practice in 
Saskatchewan. 

 

Possible “next step” a)  “next steps” that you recommend 
a.  Regional research circles/groups 29 
b.  Provincial research in practice network 15 & 1 maybe 
c.  One- or two-day workshop on research in 
practice 

37 

d.  A course offered over a period of time on 
research in practice 

18 

e. Website with research and practice 
resources and information 

37 

f. Research in practice conference 19 
g. Research mentor/ advisor 28 
h.  Development of materials about how to do 
research 

28 

i.  Research presentations at provincial 
meetings 

27 

j.  Grants to subsidize travel, study or resource 
expenses associated with research in practice 

35 

k. Personnel to coordinate literacy research in 
practice activities in SK 

23 & 1 maybe 

l. Increased access to literacy research 
findings.  Please specify how you would like to 
see this happen. 
 

24 
o Newsletter (4) 
o Send lists of sources and sites 
o Website/ internet (8) 
o Research with Aboriginal adult learners 
o SCENES, SLN Newsletter and website, 

SK Learning, SABEA 
o Because I don’t know where to access 

findings, I can’t answer this question 
o Online @ Sask Learning or SLN 
o Hardcopy/publications (2) 
o Library search access to Lexis Nexis or 

Infotrac database, etc. 
o Conference, workshop 
o ELit.ca 
o NALD 
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m.  Other (please specify)  
 

6 
o Creating research friends groups 

geographically 
o Diversity in literacy needs workshop 

(Aboriginal) 
o Templates and process on reporting and 

demographics 
o Regional research circles/groups with 

Aboriginal groups ex. Women’s circles 
o Forming relationship with universities 
o Get NLS to distribute nationally all of the 

final project reports they receive.  At 
present one writes a final report for NLS 
and it disappears; all one’s research and 
practical findings are lost and not shared 
with colleagues in the field. 

8. Comments 

Total number of responses:  8 

The whole idea of research in practice is wonderful 

o A collaborative approach is great.  Sometimes people work in isolation 
while facing problems that others face as well.  Sharing 
information/research quickly expands the results.  “Together we’re 
better” is not just a political statement. 

o I would like more conferences that focused more on practice rather than 
research 

o I think this initiative needs to come from those interested — those doing 
research.  We can’t shove this down their throat.  SLN — is a great way to 
encourage and coordinate but it can only move as quickly as those doing 
the research. 

o I am very excited about this project and would like to contribute in any 
way possible.  We would love to be involved. 

o We have submitted a proposal to conduct one year action research 
project.  The push is great — but we had to find funding outside the 
province. 

o Thanks for the opportunity to share and comment on research. 

o Since I’m a graduate student I’m not directly involved with practice so 
found this questionnaire hard to complete. 
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Questionnaire Results Discussion 

Background Information 

The majority of respondents were directly involved with literacy; however, their role 
and/or titles differed considerably.  74% of respondents had been involved with 
literacy for over six years and 27% had been involved with literacy for under six 
years.  This suggests that there is considerable experience and expertise within the 
literacy community in Saskatchewan.   

Respondents cited many different reasons for their interest in literacy research in 
practice ranging from improving the effectiveness of literary services to using 
research in practice as a tool for organizational and professional development.  The 
reasons cited by respondents for their interest in research in practice were similar to 
those identified by Quigley & Norton (2002) outlined on page 5 of this report. 

Current Level of Participation in Research in Practice 

Most practitioners who completed the questionnaire indicated that they are 
currently engaged in some form of research in practice.  It is important to remember 
that the definition of research in practice used in this project involves reading, 
reflecting, applying and conducting research.  91% of respondents frequently or 
sometimes read research and reflect on practice in light of research, and  87% 
frequently or sometimes apply research findings to practice.   Moreover, 23% of 
respondents frequently engage in conducting research and 41% sometime engage 
in research. 

Clearly, research and research in practice is not new to many literacy 
practitioners in Saskatchewan.  Respondents’ comments indicate that the formality 
of their participation in research varies from informal feedback gathering to doctoral 
research programs.  Interest was expressed in both Action and Participatory 
research and one respondent commented on the increasing tendency of funding 
bodies to require research components in projects. 

Future Interest in Participating in Research in Practice Activities 

All respondents indicated an interest in engaging in research in practice in some 
form in the future.  Over 50% indicated that they would be very interested in 
actually conducting some form of research in practice in the future and 75% 
indicated that they were interested in applying research findings to practice in the 
future.   Interest in reading research and reflecting on practice in light of research 
was also high.   

In all areas, the level of interest in participating in research in  practice activities in 
the future outweighs current levels of participation in such activities.  This suggests 
that among those practitioners who are currently involved in research in some 
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capacity and among those who have had limited involvement with research to date, 
there is a desire for increased involvement.  It is important to remember, however, 
that while many practitioners are interested in actually conducting research, other 
facets of research in practice (ex. Reading, reflecting and applying research) are 
vital, often more accessible and need to be supported. 

Recommended Next Steps 

Survey respondents were asked to identify “next steps” for literacy research in 
practice in Saskatchewan.  The top three “next steps” recommended by 
practitioners who completed questionnaire were: 

o One- or two-day workshop on research in practice 

o Website with research in practice resources and information 

o Grants to subsidize travel, study or resource expenses associated with 
research in practice 

o Other popular recommendations from the results of the questionnaire: 

o Regional research circles/groups 

o Research mentor/advisor 

o Development of materials about how to do research 

o Research presentations at provincial meetings 

Summary 

The results of the questionnaire suggest that there is currently a significant level of 
participation in research-related activities among literacy practitioners in 
Saskatchewan.  However, the results also indicated that practitioners are interested 
in learning more about and increasing their involvement with research in practice.  
Respondents indicated that they were interested in a workshop on research in 
practice and requested travel subsidies to ensure their participation.    Respondents 
also indicated an interest in a website with research in practice resources and 
information.   Electronic resources such as this currently exists (RiPAL website, 
NALD, eLit.ca research in practice folder), so this points to a need to connect 
practitioners with these resources. 
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Section 2 - Research in Practice Throughout Canada 

Background on Literacy Research in Practice in Canada 

Conversations about research in practice in the literacy community in Canada began 
to emerge in the mid-nineties.  These conversations have involved the following 
activities: 

o 1996, NLS hosted a policy conversation about literacy research 

o October 1997, research in practice seminar in Edmonton 

o February 1998, NLS put forth a paper titled Enhancing literacy research in 
Canada 

o By 1998, Alberta and British Columbia had begun to explore literacy 
research in practice  

o Since this time, many other provinces have started to discuss literacy 
research in practice 

o In July 2001, a gathering about literacy research in practice entitled 
Bearing Blossoms…Sowing Seeds was held in Edmonton and organized 
by Mary Norton (The Learning Centre) and the RiPAL Network.  The 
following summer, a one one-day conference on research in practice was 
held at the University of British Columbia.  Then in June 2003, an Institute 
on Research in Practice in Adult Literacy was held in St. John's, 
Newfoundland and Labrador.   Reports on both the Edmonton and St. 
John’s gatherings are available and the reference information can be 
found in the bibliography of this report.   

For a more detailed overview of recent developments in literacy research in practice 
in Canada (1996-2001), see It simply makes us better: Learning from Literacy 
Research in Practice Networks in the UK, Australia and the United States (Quigley & 
Norton, 2002). 

Provincial and Territorial Perspectives and Recommendations 

Provincial and territorial counterparts were contacted as part of this project and 
asked if they would like to participate in a conversation about past and current 
literacy research in practice activities in their province.  It quickly became apparent 
that there was great diversity in the extent to which provinces and territories have 
pursued the area of research in practice.  Some provinces, like Saskatchewan, were 
beginning to explore this area and others have been leaders in the area for a number 
of years.  This section provides an overview of the recommendations gathered from 
provincial and territorial counterparts who shared their experience and 
recommendations throughout this project. 

Recommendations from Provincial and Territorial Counterparts: 
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o Funding is needed to support practitioners’ participation in research in 
practice activities. 

o Time and money are the most significant barriers to participation in 
research in practice.  We need to both acknowledge this reality and plan 
with this in mind. 

o We need to ask critical questions:  What is valuable about research in 
practice?  Where is the impetus for literacy research in practice? Whose 
needs are met by research in practice? 

o It is helpful to have a champion for research in practice. 

o Research friends, experienced individuals who support practitioner 
research, has met with success. 

o Training or educational opportunities not only to learn about research in 
practice, but also to connect with others interested in research are 
valuable. 

o Collaborative research projects allow practitioners to connect and support 
one another. 

o Networking meetings for people interested in research in practice. 
Provide opportunities for those practitioners who are interested in 
research to meet regularly. 

o Participate in national research in practice events. 

o Can’t push too fast or too hard — people need to be ready; need to build 
field up in some cases; not everyone is ready or wants to engage in 
research. 

o Provide information via research bulletins or research newsletters.  Use 
these bulletins/newsletters to disseminate research findings and answer 
practitioner questions. 

o Raise awareness about qualitative approaches to research and the value 
of research in practice generally. 

o Work with the field to identify models that will be helpful and support 
them when they engage in research. 

o Seek sustainable support from government for research in practice. 

o Provide on-site support to practitioners engaged in research. 

o Partnerships with academics can be helpful in some cases, but they are 
not necessary to promote research in practice. 

 

 

 

Our conversations with other provinces, territories and coalitions involved: 
Alberta    New Brunswick 
British Columbia   NFLD & Labrador 
Manitoba    Yukon 
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Section 3 - Literature 

There is a fair bit of literature on various forms of research in practice, but a few 
Canadian resources have been particularly helpful throughout this project.  This 
section focuses on two recent Canadian reports which served as invaluable 
resources throughout this project.  Readers desiring more in-depth information are 
encouraged to explore the resources listed in the bibliography of this report. 

Horsman, J. & Norton, M. (1999). A framework to encourage and support 
practitioner involvement in adult literacy research in practice in Canada. 

 

In this report, Horsman & Norton discuss what research in practice is, ways in 
which research in practice can be supported, the elements involved with research in 
practice networks and recommendations for engaging in research in practice circles.  
They suggest that “research in practice offers avenues to build and strengthen 
connections between research and practice with a view to improving practice, 
building knowledge, extending or shifting perspectives and informing research and 
policy” (p. 1).   

Horsman & Norton propose six key supports that facilitate and nurture the 
connections to which they refer.  Each support is discussed below. 

1. Support to engage with others  

Horsman and Norton highlight the need for those interested in engaging 
in research in practice to connect with other people.  This, they suggest, 
may be achieved through research in practice circles which would involve 
practitioners who connect with one another regularly about research in 
practice.  These circles could be coordinated by a research in practice 
network and the circles may be organized by location or research/interest 
theme.  For those who are geographically dispersed, or even for those 
who may find it difficult to meet face-to-face, they suggest electronic 
communication. 

2. Adequate working conditions 

Horsman and Norton identify several factors related to working conditions 
that support practitioners to engaged in research: “long-term adequate 
funding, full time jobs, adequately staffed programs, long term and 
permanent contracts” (p. 4).  These factors are critical to retaining 
individuals in the literacy field and allowing them sufficient time and 
energy for reading, reflection and research.  Horsman and Norton also 
advocate release time and funding for practitioners interested in engaging 
in research in practice. 
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3. People support 

Individuals with experience and knowledge about research are important 
resources for practitioners interested in exploring research in practice. 
Horsman & Norton suggest that support people may include peers 
involved in research in practice circles, mentors or advisors, workshop 
leaders, practitioners or researchers with in-depth knowledge in a 
particular area and people who facilitate research in practice circles. 

4. Accessing, publishing and disseminating research  

Horsman & Norton advocate increasing access and dissemination of a 
variety of reading material to support research in practice.  This can be 
done through reports of research on the internet, research in practice 
conferences, research presentations at literacy conferences, occasional 
paper series, collections of research in practice reports, reports from 
journals or newsletters and the new research in practice journal.  They 
also suggest that it is important as well, for practitioners to have 
opportunities to publish articles and reports.  The new literacy journal, 
Literacies, provides an exciting opportunity for practitioners to do just this. 

5. Educational opportunities 

The promotion of research in practice is intertwined with professional 
development.  Horsman & Norton suggest various educational 
opportunities that support research in practice including workshops or 
seminars, courses and university study. 

6. Technical support 

The following forms of technical support may be necessary to enable 
practitioners to access the resources they require for research in practice: 

o Help to use computer-based conferencing 

o Help to use on-line resources (ex. Data bases) 

o Help to access university library resources 

o Help to access university courses 

In addition to the above mentioned supports, Horsman & Norton suggest that two 
key structures, research in practice circles and research in practice networks, are 
vitally important for fostering promoting research in practice.  They suggest that 
networks could be organized regionally and involve elements such as a network 
hub, personnel, membership, electronic communication, resource providers and 
research in practice circles.  Horsman & Norton advocate sharing among networks 
and flexible boundaries that would allow members of one network to participate in 
the activities of another network.  In terms of research in practice circles, they 
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propose potential activities and supports related to four primarily research in 
practice activities: (1) reading and responding to research, (2) reflecting on practice 
in light of research, (3) applying research findings to practice and (4) doing research 
about practice. 

Quigley, A. & Norton, M. (2002). It simply makes us better. Learning from literacy 
research in practice networks. A resource for literacy research in practice in Canada.  

Quigley & Norton (2002) point out that literacy research in practice is not a new 
concept.  Many practitioners have been doing research for many years; however, 
only recently has the literacy field begun to discuss ways in which research in 
practice can be supported.  In this report, they explore the possibilities and 
challenges for research in practice networks and profile eleven networks in the UK, 
Australia and the US.  They also include a summary of recent developments in 
literacy research in practice in Canada and an extensive bibliography from which 
many of the resources listed in the bibliography of this report are drawn. 

As mentioned earlier in this report, Quigley & Norton identify several reasons for 
supporting research practice: 

o Linking/rethinking research in practice 

o Improving practice and encouraging reflection 

o Providing professional development 

o Hearing practitioners and learners’ voices 

o Informing and challenging policy 

o Responding to regional needs 

o Creating visible research culture 

o Creating new knowledge 

o Encouraging practitioner research 

Additionally, they discuss a number of factors involved in the coordination of 
networks: funding, location, staff and funding constraints; who may be involved in 
networks (ex. Practitioners and learners); and research scope, topics and 
approaches.  Through their study, Quigley & Norton found that research in practice 
networks used a variety of approaches to support practitioners: workshops and 
institutes, meetings, communication, research mentors, research buddies and 
resources.  They also found that most networks required practitioners to write 
research reports for sharing and dissemination and that the level of financial support 
offered by networks to practitioner researchers varied. 

Lack of time is a common challenge faced by practitioner researchers.  Quigley & 
Norton suggest several ways in which issues of time may be addressed: assisting 
practitioner researchers to conduct projects within a reasonable scope, drawing up 
timelines, integrating data collection and practice and writing when students are 
writing.  They note, however, that issues of time are symptomatic of larger 
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underlying issues in the field; namely, the propensity of part time work, the 
uncertainty of employment and the vast number of women who work in the field 
who have considerable personal and professional responsibilities.  Even in the face 
of these challenges, Quigley & Norton point to the high number of practitioners who 
choose to engage in research and speculate that there must be other befits that 
motivate them.  The network coordinators with whom they spoke identified 
benefits for practitioners including “understanding practice in new ways; 
professional and personal development; changed or improved practice; and gaining 
more critically reflection stance” (p. 13). 
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Section 4 — Potential Future Directions 

Suggestions for Next Steps for 2004-2004 

Recommendations for “next steps” based upon the research conducted in 2003-
2004 were compiled in early 2004. These included: 

o research in practice workshop 

o travel subsidies for those wishing to attend 

o personnel to organize the workshop, information sharing and facilitate 
linkages with other provinces and territories engaged in research in 
practice activities.  This person may: 

o be a practitioner who receives a small contract for this work 

o collaborate with others, namely BC and Alberta, in providing research in 
practice information and resources on the web (this infrastructure already 
exists — RiPAL website and eLit.ca folder for research in practice) 

o attend a national literacy research in practice gathering if one is planned 
for 2004-2005 

o liase and link with the BE research in practice initiatives 

o explore possibilities for an infrastructure to support research 
circles/collaborative research projects/networking opportunities for those 
who are interested in research in  practice 

o research in practice project stipends 

These recommendations formed the basis of a proposal submitted to the National 
Literacy Secretariat in March 2004.   For more detailed information on each of these 
recommendations, readers are encouraged to review the project proposal in 
Appendix B. 
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Appendices 

Appendix A:  2003-2004 Project Proposal 

Literacy Research in Practice in Saskatchewan:   
Exploring the Possibilities 

Sept. 2003 — April 2004 

Introduction 

Literacy research in practice is attracting both attention and resources as 
stakeholders recognize the potential benefits of nurturing the connectedness of 
research and practice.  Nancy Jackson and Sheila Stewart argue that “literacy 
research is a basic investment the field cannot afford to overlook.”1  Quigley and 
Norton suggest many reasons for supporting research in practice which include 
providing professional development, improving practice and encouraging critical 
reflection, linking and rethinking research and practice, and creating new 
knowledge.2 

Practitioners and other stakeholders in Saskatchewan have expressed an interest in 
learning more about research and how they may incorporate research into their 
work.  With $10,000 from the National Literacy Secretariat the Saskatchewan 
Literacy Network will begin to explore the interest in and need for developing 
research capacity within the literacy community in Saskatchewan. 

 
Objective 
 

 
Proposed Activities 

 
Results & Products 

 
To explore the 
interest in and 
possibilities for 
research in 
practice in the 
literacy 
community in 
Saskatchewan.  

 
Explore practitioner interest in 
research in practice. 
 
Consult other provinces and 
coalitions about literacy research in 
practice activities. 
 
Review the research related to 
research in practice. 
 
Develop a plan for building 
capacity for research in practice 
among literacy practitioners in 

 
The resulting report 
will include: 
 
-Data from 
consultations with 
practitioners and other 
provinces. 
 
-A summary of 
research related to 
research in practice. 
 
-A plan or outline of 

                                             

1 Literacy on the Move, December 2002(Ontario Literacy Coalition) 

2 “It simply makes us better”:  Learning from Literacy Research in Practice Networks in the UK, 
Australia and the United States 
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Saskatchewan guided by data 
collected from the above 
mentioned activities. 

“next steps” for 
literacy research in 
practice in 
Saskatchewan on 
which a proposal for 
2004-2005 will be 
based. 

 

Budget: 
 
Contract   $7500 
Travel    $1000 
Telephone   $ 500 
Postage   $ 200 
Photocopying, Printing $ 300 
Resources   $ 500 
Total    $10,000 
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Appendix B: 2004-2005 Project Proposal 

National Literacy Secretariat Project Proposal 

Name and Title of Senior Officer:  Debbie Purton 
      Executive Director 
Name and Organization & Address: Saskatchewan Literacy Network 

#206 — 220 3rd Ave S 
Saskatoon, SK   S7K 1M1 

Project Contact Person:  Debbie Purton 
    Executive Director 
    226 3rd Avenue N 
    Yorkton, SK S3N 1C7 
    Tel:(306) 783-2731 
    Fax:(306) 783-2517 

Email: d.purton@sasktel.net 
 
Project Title:  
Learning and Linking: Building Literacy Research in Practice Capacity in 
Saskatchewan 
  
Start and Finish Dates of Project:   September 2004 — June 2005 
 

Background 

Throughout 2003-2004, the Saskatchewan Literacy Network embarked on a project 
which focused on exploring the interest in and possibilities for literacy research in 
practice (RiP) in Saskatchewan.  This project culminated in recommended “next 
steps” for moving forward with RiP in the literacy community in Saskatchewan. For 
a summary of the results of this project please see Appendix A.  

Summary of Proposed Project 

The goal of this project is to begin to build literacy RiP capacity in Saskatchewan. 
This will be achieved by implementing the “next steps” which emerged out of the 
above-mentioned research project in 2003-2004.   

The project goals involve: (1)offering an accessible RiP learning opportunity for 
literacy practitioners, (2) promotion and support of literacy RiP activities in 
Saskatchewan,(3) making and maintaining linkages with literacy RiP initiatives 
throughout Canada and (4) providing support in the form of five research stipends to 
assist practitioners in conducting RiP projects.  

mailto:d.purton@sasktel.net
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Anticipated outcomes of this project include:  increased understanding of and 
engagement in RiP among 15 to 20 literacy practitioners in Saskatchewan, 
cultivation of a literacy RiP community in Saskatchewan, enhanced relationships 
with others engaged in RiP activities throughout Canada and five literacy 
practitioners engaged in conducting research in practice in Saskatchewan. 

Linking with the Provincial Literacy Strategy 

This project directly connects with Objective 4.2 under Goal 4 in the Provincial 
Literacy Strategy for Saskatchewan. 

Objective 4.2 Increase research capacity in Literacy and link with 
federal and international research initiatives. 

RiP is a critical element in both promoting and communicating the value of literacy 
and lifelong learning (Goal 4).  

What needs will your project meet? 

Throughout 2003-2004, the Saskatchewan Literacy Network engaged in a project 
titled: Exploring the Possibilities for  Literacy Research in Practice in Saskatchewan.  
This project focused on four main areas: 

o Exploring practitioner interest in research in practice and past and present 
literacy research activities in Saskatchewan 

o Consultations with other provinces and coalitions about their literacy 
research in practice activities 

o Information sharing about research in practice generally and this project 
specifically 

o Reviewing the literature related to research in practice 

As a result of this project, we learned about the needs and interests of literacy 
practitioners in Saskatchewan with regard to RiP, and we gleaned 
recommendations from other provinces and the literature about how best to 
support literacy RiP.   

1. Needs and interests of literacy practitioners in SK 

Most practitioners who we surveyed or with whom we spoke indicated that 
they were already engaged in some form of research in  practice.  Research 
in practice according to Jenny Horsman &  Mary Norton (1999) includes: 

o Reading and responding to research 

o Reflecting on practice in light of research 

o Applying research findings to practice 

o Doing research about practice 
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All 46 individuals from SK who completed a questionnaire about literacy RiP 
indicated that they were interested in engaging in RiP in some form in the 
future.  Over 50% of the respondents indicated that they would be very 
interested in actually conducting some form of RiP in the future. While many 
practitioners are interested in actually conducting research, we recognize the 
need to invite different levels and types of participation in RiP. 

Individuals who completed the above-mentioned questionnaire clearly 
indicated a need for learning more about RiP via a workshop and also 
identified travel subsidies as critical to their participation in such learning 
opportunities.  This project intends to meet both of these needs by offering a 
RiP workshop for literacy practitioners and travel subsidies to ensure that 
they can attend should they so choose. 

It is expected that several practitioners will complete the RiP workshop with 
an idea for a RiP project.  To support practitioners in pursuing their RiP 
interests, and to acknowledge the time and commitment that RiP demands, 
we plan to offer $2000 RiP stipends to five individuals to enable them to 
complete their research projects and share their experience and research 
findings. 

2. Recommendations from other provinces and territories and the literature 
about how best to support literacy RiP.   

Many of the recommendations shared by other provinces and territories 
echoed those identified by practitioners in Saskatchewan; namely, the need 
for funding to support practitioner participation in RiP, the importance of 
collaboration and networking, and the value of RiP learning opportunities.  

Jenny Horsman and Mary Norton (1999) identify six ways in which research 
in practice can be supported: 

o Support to engage with others (ex. Research in practice circles) 

o Adequate working conditions, time and money 

o People support 

o Accessing, publishing an disseminating research and related readings 

o Educational opportunities 

o Technical support 

They also suggest that two structures are vitally important to supporting 
research in practice: (1) research in practice circles and (2) research in 
practice networks. 

This project will strive to support literacy RiP in Saskatchewan by implementing 
some of the recommendations put forth by other provinces and territories and some 
of those proposed in the above referenced literature.  To achieve this, an individual 
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will be hired on a part-time basis to facilitate the activities involved in this project.  
This individual’s responsibilities will include: 

o Organizing the RiP workshop 

o Facilitating the travel subsidy process for practitioners who wish to attend 
the workshop 

o Information sharing with the field in SK about RiP initiatives and activities 
throughout Canada 

o Information sharing with those from outside SK interested in the ongoing 
RiP activities in SK 

o Exploration of possible partnerships and linkages within SK and with other 
provincial and territorial literacy counterparts 

o Cultivating and maintaining linkages and communication with other 
provinces and territories engaged in RiP activities 

o Connecting and communicating with the staff at Literacies: Researching 
practice, practicing research, the new journal about adult literacy research 
in practice in Canada 

o Attending a national literacy research in practice gathering if one is 
planned for 2004-2005 

o Exploring the possibilities for an infrastructure to support research circles, 
collaborative research projects and/or networking opportunities for those 
interested in RiP.   

Who will benefit from your project? 

There are a number of individuals and organizations that will benefit both directly and 
indirectly as a result of this project. The primary target groups of this project, and the 
anticipated benefits to each of these groups, include: 

o Literacy practitioners will benefit directly. Practitioners will have an 
opportunity to learn more about RiP and develop valuable research skills, 
gain a better understanding of how they can incorporate research into 
their practice and have an opportunity to connect with other practitioners 
who are interested in RiP.  Additionally, five practitioners will directly 
benefit from the research stipends which will allow them to plan, 
conduct, write up and share their experiences and research findings. This 
will in turn, enhance their practice and the quality of their programs. 

o Literacy learners will benefit indirectly from this project. Through 
increased research knowledge and skills, literacy practitioners will be 
better able to respond to the needs of literacy program participants. 

o Saskatchewan Literacy Network will benefit from the opportunity to 
develop a strong working relationship with other groups interested in RiP 
in SK and provincial counterparts engaged in RiP initiatives and activities.   
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o The literacy community within Saskatchewan will experience both 
immediate and long-term benefits from this project.  This project will 
increase the level of skill and knowledge among literacy practitioners who 
are interested in engaging in RiP activities. Over the longer-term, this 
foundation of skills and knowledge will provide solid footing for future 
research in practice initiatives.  

o The literacy community across Canada will benefit from this project through 
increased access to information about RiP activities in SK, potential partnerships 
or linkages with SK and ongoing communication and information sharing.  

In addition to the above mentioned benefits, Quigley & Norton (2002), offer several 
potential benefits or reasons for supporting research in practice: 

o Improving practice and encouraging reflection 

o Linking/rethinking research in practice 

o Creating visible research culture 

o Responding to regional needs 

o Informing and challenging policy 

o Creating new knowledge 

o Hearing practitioners and learners’ voices 

o Encouraging practitioner research 

o Providing professional development 
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Project objectives, plan of action, results and evaluation 

Project goal:  The central goal of this project is to build capacity for literacy research in practice in Saskatchewan.    

Objectives Plan of Action & Timeline Results & Products Evaluation 

(1)  To provide an 
accessible 
opportunity for 
individuals working 
in the field of 
literacy in 
Saskatchewan to 
learn about 
research in 
practice and 
develop research 
skills. 

 

 

o Plan and promote a two-day 
workshop on literacy RiP 

o Contract Mary Norton of the 
Learning Centre in Edmonton to 
facilitate this two-day workshop 

o Offer bursaries to practitioners who 
require financial assistance for 
traveling to and from the workshop 

Timeline:  This workshop will occur in 
the early spring of 2005. Planning will 
begin in the fall of 2004. 

o Enhanced RiP skills 
and knowledge 
among 20-30 literacy 
practitioners in SK 

o Formation of a 
literacy RiP 
community in SK 

o A summary of the 
workshop and 
participant 
evaluations/feedback 

Evaluation of this objective will 
involve the individuals who attend 
the workshop, the project 
coordinator and workshop 
facilitator. 

Methods: ongoing informal “check-
in” and observations; summative 
evaluations completed by 
participants following the 
workshop. 

How we will use the results: 

The results will guide decisions 
about the planning and delivery of 
future research in practice learning 
opportunities. 
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(2) To promote and 
support literacy 
RiP in 
Saskatchewan. 

o Information sharing with the field in 
Saskatchewan about ongoing RiP 
initiatives and activities in SK and 
throughout Canada 

o Explore possibilities for an 
infrastructure to support research 
circles/collaborative research 
projects/networking opportunities for 
those who are interested in research 
in practice 

o Explore possible partnerships within 
SK 

o Disseminate literacy research 
findings to the field and/or enhance 
access to literacy research findings 

Timeline:  The activities involved in this 
objective will be ongoing throughout the 
duration of this project. 

o Increased 
communication about 
literacy research and 
RiP in SK 

o Increased number of 
RiP activities 
engaged in by 
practitioners 

o Partnerships and 
linkages with other 
groups and 
organizations with an 
interest in RiP 

o A brief report 
outlining the 
possibilities for 
collaborative 
structures (ex. 
research circles) to 
support RiP in SK 

Ongoing evaluation of this objective 
will involve the project coordinator 
and literacy practitioners. 

Methods:  

Monitor and document: the number 
of requests for RiP related 
information from the field, 
communications with the field (ex. 
newsletter articles), new linkages 
and partnerships, and interest in 
and possibilities for collaborative 
RiP models. 

Document feedback from 
practitioners in the field with regard 
to ongoing RiP activities.  

How we will use the results: 

The results will allow us to assess 
the effectiveness of our activities in 
achieving this objective and inform 
decisions about how to support 
future RiP activities. 
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(3) To share 
information and 
make linkages 
with literacy RiP 
initiatives 
throughout 
Canada. 

o Cultivating and maintaining linkages 
and information sharing with other 
provinces and territories engaged in 
RiP activities 

o Collaborate with others, namely BC 
and Alberta, in providing research in 
practice information and resources 
on the web (this infrastructure 
already exists — RiPAL website and 
eLit.ca folder for research in practice) 

o Attend a national literacy research in 
practice gathering if one is planned 
for 2004-2005 

o Connect and communicate with the 
staff at Literacies: Researching 
practice, practicing research, the 
new journal about adult literacy 
research in practice in Canada 

Timeline:  The activities involved in this 
objective will be ongoing throughout the 
duration of this project. 

o Increased 
connections and 
communication with 
provincial and 
territorial 
counterparts and RiP 
initiatives 

o Possible publications 
in new literacy journal 

o Presence nationally at 
literacy RiP forums 

Evaluation of this objective will 
involve the project coordinator. 

Methods: 

Monitor and document: new 
linkages and information sharing 
with other provinces, territories and 
national initiatives (ex. new literacy 
journal). 

How we will use the results: 

The results will be used to 
determine the effectiveness of 
these activities in improving 
coordination and information 
sharing between provinces, 
territories and national 
organizations interested in RiP. 
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(4) To provide 
support in the 
form of five 
research stipends 
to assist 
practitioners in 
planning, 
conducting, 
writing up and 
sharing their 
experiences and 
findings from RiP 
projects. 

o Following the RiP workshop, accept 
RiP proposals from practitioners in 
SK as applications for research 
stipends 

o With the assistance of others (ex. 
Alberta) who have used a similar 
model, develop criteria for evaluating 
literacy RiP  project proposals 

o Develop an agreement with 
practitioner researchers who receive 
stipends to write-up and share their 
research findings and experience 
with others in the literacy field in SK 

Timeline:  The planning process involved 
in distributing RiP stipends will begin in 
the fall of 2004.  The five RiP stipends 
will be distributed following the RiP 
workshop in early spring.  

o Five SK literacy 
practitioners engaged 
in conducting literacy 
RiP projects 

o An infrastructure for 
supporting literacy 
RiP projects in SK 

o Five experienced 
practitioner 
researchers who may 
serve as leaders, 
mentors and/ or 
supporters of others 
who wish to engaged 
in RiP in the future 

 

Evaluation of this objective will 
involve the project coordinator and 
practitioner researchers. Informal 
evaluation of this objective will also 
involve SK literacy practitioners 
generally (ex. informal feedback 
and conversations). 

Methods: 

Monitor and document challenges 
and successes in developing the 
infrastructure to support RiP 
projects.  

Summative evaluation involving 
practitioner researchers at the 
conclusion of their RiP projects.  

How we will use the results: 

The results will be used to 
determine the effectiveness of RiP 
stipends in supporting practitioner 
research and point to ways in 
which RiP can be best supported in 
SK. 
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Appendix C:  Practitioner Questionnaire 

Literacy Research in Practice in Saskatchewan 
Questionnaire 

1.  a).  How are you involved with literacy? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    b) How long have you been involved with literacy? 
 
 
 
2. Please describe your interest in literacy research in practice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  Please indicate your current level of participation in the following activities by 
placing an “x” in the appropriate box. 

Activity Frequent 
 

Sometimes 
 

Seldom  Never 
 

a.  Reading research     
b.  Reflecting on practice in light of 
research 

    

c.  Applying research findings to practice     
d.  Conducting research     

 
4.  Are there other ways in which you are involved with or use research currently? If 
yes, please describe. 
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5. Please indicate your level of interest in participating in the following activities in 
the future by placing an “x” in the appropriate box. 

Activity Very 
interested 

Somewhat 
interested 

Not very 
interested 

Not at all 
interested 

a.  Reading research     
b.  Reflecting on practice in light of 
research 

    

c.  Applying research findings to practice     
d.  Conducting research     

 
6. Are there other ways in which you would like to be involved with and use 
research in the future? If yes, please describe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.  a)In the first column, mark an “x” beside each “next step” that you would 

recommend incorporating into a plan for literacy research in practice in 
Saskatchewan. 
b) In the second  column, please rank the “next steps” that you would like to 
see taken in the next year.  (1= highest priority for next year, 2=second highest 
priority for next year, etc) 

 
Possible “next step” a)  “next 

steps” that 
you 
recommend 

b) priorities 
for next 
year  

a.  Regional research circles/groups   
b.  Provincial research in practice network   
c.  One- or two-day workshop on research in practice   
d.  A course offered over a period of time on research in 
practice 

  

e. Website with research and practice resources and 
information 

  

f. Research in practice conference   
g. Research mentor/ advisor   
h.  Development of materials about how to do research   
i.  Research presentations at provincial meetings   
j.  Grants to subsidize travel, study or resource expenses 
associated with research in practice 
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k. Personnel to coordinate literacy research in practice 
activities in SK 

  

l. Increased access to literacy research findings.  Please 
specify how you would like to see this happen 
____________________________________________________
___________ 

  

m.  Other (please specify) 
____________________________________________________
__________ 
____________________________________________________
___________ 

  

 
8.  Comments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Would you be interested in having a more in depth conversation about the 
possibilities for literacy research in practice in Saskatchewan?  If yes, please pass 
along your name and contact information in one of two ways: 

• write your name and contact information on this questionnaire 
• write your name and contact information on the sheet next to the folder in 

which you place your complete questionnaire 
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Appendix D: Literacy Research in Practice Project Overview 

 
Objective:  To explore the interest in and possibilities for research in practice in the literacy community in Saskatchewan. 
 
Timeframe:  September 2003 — April 2004 
 
Project contact person:  Lisa Erickson, Saskatchewan Literacy Network, (306) 477-9111 or lisa.erickson@sasktel.net 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Document3 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Review Literature related to 
research in practice  

Consult other provinces and 
coalitions about literacy 
research in practice activities 

Explore Practitioner interest in 
research in practice & past and 
present literacy research 
activities in SK 

Provide information about 
research in practice and the 
project via presentations, 
newsletter articles, etc. related 
to research in practice 

Develop Plan 

for building capacity for 
research in practice among 
literacy practitioners in 
Saskatchewan guided by  
data collected from the 
consultations with 
practitioners and other 
provinces, and the 
literature review. 

Plan will include: 

A summary of data 
collected 

A summary of the 
literature reviewed 

Suggested “next steps” 
for literacy research in 
practice in Saskatchewan 

Develop a proposal based 
on the plan for building 
capacity for research in 
practice among literacy 
practitioners in 
Saskatchewan. 

mailto:lisa.erickson@sasktel.net
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Appendix E: Article published in Literacy Matters (Saskatchewan 
Literacy Network) in September 2003 

Exploring the Possibilities for Literacy Research in Practice in 
Saskatchewan 

Research in practice is increasingly talked and written about within the literacy 
community in Canada.  The SLN has heard from several literacy practitioners in 
Saskatchewan who are curious about exploring the possibilities for research in 
practice.  These practitioners have many questions about research in practice:  
What is it?  Why do it? Who does it? How does it work?  Their curiosity extends 
to what other provinces are doing related to literacy research in practice and 
literacy research happening in our own province. 

Throughout 2003-2004 we hope to explore many of these questions through a 
project which will culminate in a plan for building capacity for research in practice 
in the literacy community in Saskatchewan.  Out of this plan, a proposal will be 
written and submitted to the NLS for 2004-2005 to begin to put the plan into 
action. 

This year, the project will focus on four main areas: 

o Exploring practitioner interest in research in practice and past and 
present literacy research activities in Saskatchewan 

o Consultations with other provinces and coalition about their literacy 
research in practice activities 

o Information sharing about research in practice generally and this 
project specifically 

o Reviewing the literature related to research in practice 

For more information about this project please contact Lisa Erickson at 477-9111 
or lisa.erickson@sasktel.net. 

 

 

 

mailto:lisa.erickson@sasktel.net
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Appendix F: Article published in Literacy Matters in April 2004 

Literacy Research in Practice in Saskatchewan Project Update 

By Lisa Erickson 

Throughout 2003-2004, the SLN explored the possibilities for literacy research in 
practice in Saskatchewan.  This involved consulting practitioners in SK, looking at 
the literature about literacy research in practice, finding out what activities were 
underway in other provinces, territories and coalitions, and sharing information 
about research in practice generally and this project specifically.  

At our provincial literacy meeting in November 2003, we invited practitioners to 
complete a questionnaire. 46 people answered the survey, and everyone 
indicated an interest in research in practice.  Several recommendations emerged 
from the questionnaire responses, many of which were similar to those shared 
by other provinces and territories; namely, the need for funding to support 
practitioner participation in research in practice, the importance of collaboration 
and networking, and the value of opportunities to learn about research in 
practice.  

Based on these recommendations, next year we would like to: 

o offer an accessible opportunity for literacy practitioners in 
Saskatchewan to learn about research in practice 

o promote and support research in practice activities in the province  

o make and maintain linkages with literacy research in practice initiatives 
throughout Canada, and  

o provide research stipends to support and assist practitioners who 
want to conduct research in practice.   

We submitted a project proposal to the National Literacy Secretariat for funding 
to do this work. We look forward to continuing to learn about and support 
literacy research in practice Saskatchewan. 
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Appendix G:  Spring 2004 Literacies Article 

Exploring Research in Practice in Saskatchewan 

by Lisa Erickson 

In recent years, literacy practitioners in Saskatchewan have been curious about 
research in practice:  What is it?  Why do it? Who does it? How does it work?  
This curiosity extended to what other provinces and territories were doing 
related to literacy research in practice.  

Last fall, the SLN started to explore research in practice. With funding from the 
National Literacy Secretariat, we took on a project to explore whether people in 
the literacy community were interested in research in practice, and what form 
this work might take. To find out, we decided to 

o Review the literature about literacy research in practice 

o Ask SK practitioners whether they were interested  

o Find out what activities were underway in other provinces, territories 
and coalitions  

o Share information about research in practice generally and this project 
specifically with practitioners in Saskatchewan and those doing literacy 
research in practice work throughout the country.  

At our provincial literacy meeting in November 2003, we invited practitioners to 
complete a questionnaire. 46 people answered the survey, and everyone 
indicated an interest in research in practice. We used the understanding put 
forth by Horsman and Norton (1999):   

o Research in practice includes: 

o Reading and responding to research 

o Reflecting on practice in light of research 

o Applying research findings to practice 

o Doing research about practice 

More than half of the respondents indicated that they would be very interested 
in conducting some form of research in practice. Others were more interested in 
reading, reflecting on and applying research. Practitioners who completed the 
questionnaire also clearly indicated that they needed to learn more about 
research in practice. They were interested in attending a workshop and told us 
that travel subsidies were critical to their participating in learning opportunities. 
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Many of the recommendations identified by practitioners in Saskatchewan are 
shared by other provinces and territories; namely, the need for funding to 
support practitioner participation in research in practice, the importance of 
collaboration and networking, and the value of opportunities to learn about 
research in practice.  

For advice about how to support research in practice in our province, we looked 
to the literature.  Jenny Horsman’s and Mary Norton’s report titled A Framework 
to Encourage and Support Practitioner Involvement in Adult Literacy Research in 
Practice in Canada (1999) was particularly helpful. It identifies several concrete 
ways to support this work: 

o Support to engage with others (ex. Research in practice circles) 

o Adequate working conditions, time and money 

o People support 

o Accessing, publishing an disseminating research and related readings 

o Educational opportunities 

o Technical support 

SLN decided that we wanted to continue to support practitioners interested in 
research in practice. To do this, we would like to  

o offer an accessible opportunity for literacy practitioners in 
Saskatchewan to learn about research in practice 

o promote and support research in practice activities in the province  

o make and maintain linkages with literacy research in practice initiatives 
throughout Canada, and  

o provide research stipends to support and assist practitioners who 
want to conduct research in practice.   

We have applied to the National Literacy Secretariat for funding to support this 
work. Ultimately, we hope to cultivate a literacy research in practice community 
in Saskatchewan. We also hope to contribute to, and continue to learn from, the 
research in practice conversations occurring throughout Canada. 

Source: 

Horsman, J. & Norton, M. (1999). A Framework to Encourage and Support 
Practitioner Involvement in Adult Literacy Research in Practice in Canada. 
Ottawa: National Literacy Secretariat. 
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